WEC 44: Brown vs. Aldo 11/18/09 Las Vegas, NV The Pearl at the Palms

Kamal Shalorus vs. Will Kerr R1 1:26. Shalorus made it known he was intending to throw haymakers. He threw jabs to set them up, but he was basically headhunting, following the left jab with a huge right cross or hook. Kerr’s head was just sitting there, and he never did anything to adjust to Shalorus’ consistent power punch attack. In essense, Kerr’s offense was basically a momentary diversion, so it was no surprise that he was soon leveled by an overhand right. 

Danny Castillo vs. Shane Roller. Neither of these fighters were particularly impressive, and I was having a hard time staying focused. It wasn't a terrible fight, but it was kind of tedious because they were certainly more predictable than diverse. Roller has a strong guillotine, but that’s about it. Castillo is the better boxer and wrestler, but he seemed to repeat the same attack patterns, so Roller was able to adjust. Roller had a big second round as he had Castillo in the guillotine for quite a while then was clobbering Castillo after Castillo surrendered his back. Castillo came back with a takedown and mount in the 3rd, but Roller escaped and had a nice reverse bodylock takedown into a rear naked choke for the win. Below average match. 

Rob McCullough vs. Karen Darabedyan 3R. An interesting fight as Darabedyan had no qualms about engaging McCullough in standup, and it was working for him in the first half but against him in the second half. McCullough was extremely tentative, but fairly accurate. Darabedyan showed good punch combos early that won him the first, but against a strong Muay Thai he needed to back out of the pocket quicker to avoid the low kick counterfire. McCullough had a hard time reading Darabedyan’s fakes and feints early, which allowed Karen to get a lot of combos through. As the bout progressed and McCullough warmed up and began to come out of his shell, McCullough did punch low kick combos, at least connecting with the later. McCullough began reading Darabedyan, and Darabedyan was really only able to score with jabs in the third. Darabedyan won the first, the only clear cut round, and from there it was tough. I felt he took the second with an early takedown where he rocked McCullough with a couple short elbows before McCullough escaped to his feet when Darabedyan attempted to transition into a footlock. McCullough took over after that, and Darabedyan really needed to change something up because McCullough was now comfortable. I gave McCullough the third as his striking attack was more diverse and damaging, but he just took a bit too long to get his act together to get the decision. Darabedyan won a split decision 30-27, 27-30, 29-28. Average match.

Manvil Gamburyan vs. Leonard Garcia 3R. A dull fight in the vein of Randy Couture vs. Brandon Vera from UFC 105. Gamburyan shot endlessly, but Garcia’s takedown defense was very strong so he rarely got a takedown, and thus the bulk of the fight was Gamburyan pinning Garcia against the cage. Gamburyan has awesome stamina, so he can keep driving without gassing, and Garcia had an incredibly difficult time getting the separation he needed to be effective. Garcia landed a big shot here and there when he had distance, but refused to throw anything beyond single power strikes, so he scored very rarely. Both were relatively ineffective, but Gamburyan had a couple takedowns and largely kept Garcia on the defensive, so they gave him the decision. Average match.

WEC 43: Cerrone vs. Henderson 10/10/09 San Antonio, TX AT&T Center

Damacio Page vs. Will Campuzano R1 1:02. Wild match. These two wanted to end it in the first 5 seconds, and although they didn’t quite get their wish, they didn’t come up all that short. Both men came out winging bombs until Campuzano’s wildness opened up a takedown. Page defended two triangles before taking Campuzano’s back and trying a rear naked choke. Campuzano appeared to have perfect defense, pushing Page’s elbow off to free his throat, but he suddenly attempted to post while Page still had the hooks in, so Page simply reapplied the choke for the win. Great fun while it lasted. 

Raphael Assuncao vs. Yves Jabouin 3R. Extremely close, highly competitive match. Jabouin threw some crazy spinning strikes, but it was also dull at times because Assuncao was able to control Jabouin on the mat and neither were able to open up the desired submission attempts there. The 1st round was even in standup, but Jabouin got the edge for taking Assuncao down. Assuncao stalked Jabouin in standup, but Jabouin timed him well, seeming to take the advantage including landing a few spinning heel kicks. Assuncao tried to steal the round with a late takedown attempt, but while that failed, a legitimate guillotine evolved out of the scramble which did more for his cause than the takedown would have. I had the fight even going into the third, but it was one of those bouts where you could basically just score via coin toss. Assuncao had expended a great deal of energy trying to get takedowns against the cage only to have Jabouin stand right up, but he finally adjusted to start the 3rd, slipping behind Jabouin and spending half the round with back control. Jabouin stood when Assuncao tried to switch to a guillotine, and went into attack mode because he had a lot of work to do to make up for Assuncao holding a dominant position for so long. Jabouin landed a sweet spinning backfist, but Assuncao at least passed off the idea that he wasn’t even phased. The final minutes were good, but Jabouin couldn’t succeed in stealing the round. Assuncao won a split decision 30-27, 27-30, 29-28. Above average match. 

Wagnney Fabiano vs. Mackens Semerzier. Semerzier, making his WEC debut, was the huge underdog. When the judo expert Fabiano got the quick takedown, you figured it might be a jobber match. However, Semerzier caught Fabiano in a deep triangle when Fabiano was trying to work a standing guard pass.

Richard Crunkilton vs. Dave Jansen 3R. Crunkilton didn’t possess his usual stamina as he was coming back after an 18 month layoff. That made this a very tough match for him, as while Crunkilton is a good wrestler, Jansen was clearly the superior grappler and had endless takedown attempts. Crunkilton got the better of the standup, particularly landing some good right hands, but anytime Crunkilton seemed to gain some momentum, Jansen would score another takedown. The ref seemed to enjoy the standup a lot more, especially since Jansen had trouble advancing position on the mat, so he began to call standups the moment Jansen took a second off. This kept the match extremely fast paced, but obviously wasn’t fair to Jansen, making him work ceaselessly or face Crunkilton’s standup advantage. It got so bad that Frank Mir was wondering if the ref was going to stand them up when Jansen’s Kimura stalled. The good point for Jansen is since he was really only scoring with his takedowns rather than any position advances, ground and pound, or submission attempts, the fact that Crunkilton was able to either escape or get standups allowed Jansen to rack up tons of points with multiple takedowns. Crunkilton did more damage and had a D’Arce choke (lengthy but all arms), but couldn’t maintain an offensive long enough to win rounds. Jansen won a unanimous decision. Good match.

Scott Jorgensen vs. Noah Thomas. Jorgensen was too strong for Thomas. His punching power, both in standup and ground and pound, was too much for Thomas to handle. Thomas had a good ground game, and was able to negate Jorgensen for a little while through his wrist control. However, once Jorgensen got free he quickly busted Thomas open, leading to the stoppage. 

WEC Interim Lightweight Championship Match: Ben Henderson vs. Donald Cerrone 5R. The most difficult fights to score are the ones where both guys do what they are good at, and do it very well. Henderson knows how dangerous Cerrone is from his open guard, so his strategy was to take him down but never go chest to chest with him on the ground. His ground offense was still punching, but he was postured up the whole time, mostly leaning over and dropping punches down to Cerrone’s head or midsection. By doing everything he could to stay inside Cerrone’s guard but at a distance too far for Cerrone to manuever his body, Henderson kept Cerrone’s submission attempts to a minimum and made it so Cerrone could only do up kicks when he got one of his legs inside Henderson’s hips. Henderson was particularly successful with this strategy in the 2nd and 3rd rounds, which clearly went his way. The other rounds were much sketchier because Cerrone had excellent submission attempts. Both the 1st and 4th started with Cerrone countering Henderson’s shot with a guillotine. In the 1st round, Cerrone transitioned from the guillotine to a triangle and in the 4th round he had Henderson in the guillotine for 85 seconds. Henderson had awesome stamina and flexibility, so he never appeared to be in any real danger despite these being well applied finishers. So the question becomes whether the fact Henderson seemed unphased no matter how much Cerrone squeezed and bent him somewhat negates the fact that these are the sort of moves you felt should finish the fight? Cerrone is the better standup fighter, but had to be much more tentative given all the takedown attempts coming his way. Nonetheless, he clearly won the 4th round, as he not only avoided the takedowns, but was also landing some damaging uppercuts and knees to his grasping opponent. I felt the fight was even going into the 5th round. As usual, Henderson had control, but Cerrone managed some good submission attempts in this round, working a triangle armbar. When Cerrone had another arm submission in the final 15 seconds, I figured that would be enough to win him the fight. I gave it to him 3 rounds to 2, but as well as he countered and managed to get some submission attempts despite Henderson keeping his distance, he was on the defensive the majority of the fight. If you just go by how well they executed their gameplan and the overall feel of the fight, Henderson certainly won. In any case, the fight was very enjoyable with a high pace and nice reversals and scrambles. Henderson won a unanimous 48-47 decision. Very good match. 

UFC 106

George Sotiropoulos vs. Jason Dent R2 4:36. Dent was competitive in standup, particularly when he was able to momentarily clinch. Sotiropoulos perhaps was playing with him in standup though. He didn’t try for the takedown until midway through the first, getting it very easily and then manuevering well on the mat. Dent put up some resistance, but was taking such heavy punches from the mount Yves Lavigne nearly stopped it near the end of the 1st. Dent’s corner scolded him for not throwing the leg kicks, and Dent showed renewed vigor once he landed a few to start the 2nd, but this merely prompted Sotiropoulos to actively pursue the ground game. Dent spent way too much time in the mount, and with that in mind it was surprising it took as long as it did for Sotiropoulos to finally catch him in a submission (arm bar). 

UFC 107

I really liked the Struve/Buentello match where they just banged away the whole time (typical Buentello) and Johnson/Garcia w/ Johnson surviving the Peruvian necktie and then winning w/ the triangle just as you thought he was moments from getting taken out in ground and pound. 

Glad Mir seems to be taking things seriously now. I'm not surprised he beat Kongo, as Kongo has sucked since he started trying to be something beyond a muay thai, but I didn't expect him to immediately level him in standup.

When did Diego Sanchez lose his mind w/ all that Yes! nonsense? He was acting more like a pro wrestler than Brock. 

I wish Guida could actually win a fight. It just seems like everyone knows what he's going to do, and no matter how much stamina he has and punishment he can sustain, he's never able to spend enough time on offense against the better fighters to even get a decision.

UFC 105: Couture vs. Vera 11/14/09 Manchester, UK M.E.N. Arena

Ross Pearson vs. Aaron Riley R2 4:38. Surprisingly one-sided fight where Riley was never able to loosen up and find an opening to do anything. Pearson had superior standup with impressive punch combos and sharp knees from the Thai clinch. Riley’s real problem wasn’t so much that Pearson had superior technique though, but rather that he was much stronger he bullied the veteran any time they locked up. Pearson would mix his kicks, using the low ones to open up the body, then pin Riley against the cage where he’d drill him with knees. Riley has as much heart as anyone, and one of the best chins in the business, but he had no answers and simply didn’t appear to believe in himself. Pearson eventually exploded Riley’s nose with a jumping knee and right uppercut, causing a doctor stop. Not boring by any means, but too one-sided to be of particular interest. Below average match.

Matt Brown vs. James Wilks R3 2:27. Some really good stuff here, as both men recognized the situations and made immediate adjustments. The best counter sequence saw Brown land an elbow, but Wilks dropped down immediately for the double leg takedown attempt. Brown was able to stabilize through a Kimura attempt, but Wilks knew this gave him the opportunity to take Brown’s back, although Brown ultimately defended the choke. The first round was pretty much even, but Brown turned the fight in the opening stages of the second with an awesome flying knee that would have KO’d Wilks if it had landed to the head rather than the shoulder. Wilks recovered, but later in the round, Brown stunned him with a punch combo. Brown tried to take Wilks back, but Wilks did a neat roll. Wilks was too gassed to take over on the mat though, and would have been submitted by a triangle except for the fact that Brown literally applied it with a second left. In the 3rd, Wilks grabbed a Kimura and dropped into guard, but Brown eventually freed his lower body after some tenuous moments. Unfortunately, Wilks was once again simply too dazed or gassed to transition, so his still fresh opponent seized control and pounded him out from the mount. Good match. 

Andre Winner vs. Rolando Delgado R1 3:22. Winner had great hand speed, and was able to use a whipping right low kick to open his punches up. Winner rocked Delgado early with a fast right hook. A little later, he scored a spectacular KO where he got Delgado to flinch with a left body punch then came over the top with a right to level his frozen opponent.  

Michael Bisping vs. Denis Kang R2 4:24. Bisping gave his best performance here, getting out of trouble in round 1 and coming back to totally dominate the second. Bisping was caught coming in with a big right hand, which led to Kang controlling the round on the ground. Kang mounted, but Bisping’s defense was superb, not only regaining guard, but also doing a great job of avoiding damage. Bisping got a single leg takedown mid second round, and proceeded to bloody Kang’s nose in a brief but furious segment of ground and pound. Kang escaped, but Bisping very easily scored a second takedown and really mashed Kang’s mug before another quick escape. Bisping was patient this time, waiting until the final minute of round 2 to shoot again, where he finished with ground punches. Above average match. 

Alexander Gustafsson vs. Jared Hamman R1 0:41. Both came out aggressively, firing big punches. Gustafsson connected with the first big blow, a right straight Hamman never saw that opened it up for him to finish the fight on the ground. 

Mike Swick vs. Dan Hardy 3R. Hardy was the better fighter tonight, though I thought he could have won easier than he ultimately did. He kept hurting Swick in standup, but instead of simply maintaining that distance, which would likely have led to a KO, he’d instead grab Swick and go for the takedown. Swick had the takedown defense to not only thwart this tactic, but he’d always stall the fight in the clinch game until he was recovered. Hardy did do some good damage in ground and pound late in the fight, but for the most part his strategy simply allowed Swick to weather some good punch combos. Hardy won a unanimous decision. Average match. 

Randy Couture vs. Brandon Vera 3R. They are trying to do their best to continue to make money off Couture, but he’s no longer a top level fighter, and he never was a particularly entertaining one. This was one hell of a boring fight that either showed the judges have no clue how to score a fight, or will always give it to the big marketable star if in any way possible. I found the Couture/Vera decision to be much worse than the Machida/Shogun from UFC 104 that everyone hated so passionately. Sure, Machida lost that fight if you are scoring the good PRIDE way, but via the goofy UFC rounds system, it was more or less even (I thought Machida won 2 & 3, Shogun won 4 & 5, and 1 was basically a toss up, but with both or neither landing almost every time they threw, you could debate the majority of the rounds). Machida didn’t seem to have a game plan, while Shogun executed his to perfection, slowly reducing Lyoto’s effectiveness, which is the main reason Shogun appeared to win. 

Couture had a game plan, but it didn’t wind up including any actual offense, and was less effective in the 2nd and 3rd round as Vera was able to keep his distance enough to score. Couture attempted to take Vera down, but since Vera’s takedown defense was way too good, Couture's entire offense consisted of pinning Vera against the cage. Considering this not only didn’t result in any damage, but also wasn’t even what he was really trying to do, I can’t give Randy many props for this fight. Randy was the stronger man, yes, but I’d instead say that in spite of that fact, Vera largely stiffled Couture even though it was Couture that was muscling him to an extent less than he truly hoped to. Couture did the best he could do, but all it amounted to was riding time in standup, if that makes any sense, and UFC is supposed to be about using techniques that will defeat your opponent, not about hugging them until everyone falls asleep. 

I may be bias, though I was rooting for Couture, who has long been one of my favorites due to being an actual classy fighters amidst a bunch of loudmouthed punks. The fans were rooting for Couture too, but even they were booing repeatedly because he was simply stalling the fight. Granted, one can’t put too much stock in fan reactions, but it’s hard to argue with the fact that the ref thought Couture’s “offense” was so effective he broke them up countless times. 

Admittedly Couture controlled 3/4 of the fight, but I have to ask, to what end? And, in any case, you have to rank damage above control, and Vera won that category by quite a wide margin. Vera only had Couture in some trouble once, landing a good middle kick halfway through the second then buckling Randy with a knee which led to Couture dropping to the ground and holding on to recover, but Vera was certainly hurting Couture with kicks anytime he had distance. Even the kicks Randy blocked did more damage than pretty much any of Couture's little strikes. Vera didn’t really get on a roll offensively, and could be faulted for not being able to get separation once Couture held him, but he generally made the most of his time on offense, making it an old school kickboxer vs. wrestler match. I concede round 1 where Couture just leaned against Vera on the cage the entire time, but Vera should have won round 2 & 3 on damage. Couture won a unanimous 29-28 decision. Poor match.

UFC 104

Strikeforce/M-1 Global Saturday Night Fights Fedor vs. Rogers 11/7/09 Hoffman Estates, IL Sears Center

Fabricio Werdum vs. Antonio Silva 3R. Silva had too much size and reach in standup for Werdum, but Fabricio fought a good strategical fight and his far superior stamina, even despite taking far more punishment early, paid off. Silva controlled the early portion, as Werdum tried to punch his way in for the shoot, but Silva caught him coming in and rocked him repeatedly. Werdum tried to stay away, but once Silva got hold of him he’d pin him against the cage and work the clinch game. Silva had success in ground and pound early, but the ground is Werdum’s strength, and the fight turned in the second when Werdum was able to get a quick reversal. As Silva tired, his strength advantage disappeared so he had trouble controlling position, and he didn’t have the stamina to keep punching, or eventually even keep his hands up. Werdum’s superior technical skill really began to show, and he was simply more active. A late takedown, his second of the fight to none for Silva, combined with some solid ground and pound despite being unable to mount sealed the fight in his favor. Werdum won a unanimous 29-28 decision. Above average match. 

Gegard Mousasi vs. Sokoudjou R2 3:43. Mousasi was obviously the heavy favorite, but Sokoudjou was using his exceptional strength and quality judo early. Certainly considering the opposition, Sokoudjou had a very good first round outside of getting reversed on his first guillotine attempt. Mousasi was the one stepping forward, but Sokoudjou was landing with left punch/right low kick combos. Mousasi worked the clinch game in round 2, scoring repeatedly with knees to the thighs. Sokoudjou finally got a takedown, but was unable to mount an offensive before Mousasi quickly seized control trying a Kimura. The submission attempt garnered Mousasi top control, exposing Sokoudjou’s lack of a guard, as Mousasi just mauled his defenseless opponent into submission. Average match.

Strikeforce Middleweight Championship Match: Jake Shields vs. Jason “Mayhem” Miller 5R. Entertaining fight with several interesting takedowns and peculiar ground positions to make up for the dull portions when Shields had Miller trapped. Shields is a takedown machine, but didn’t have as much stamina due to moving up to the 185 pound weight class. Miller basically made fun of his ground and pound, sitting against the cage and allowing Shields to expend a lot of energy to do no damage before standing out and doing almost a pro wrestling style sidewalk slam. Miller also did a belly to back suplex later, though he wasn’t able to go straight back and essentially just placed Shields on the mat. Miller drew first blood, though the cut actually occured on a headbutt when Miller was trying to follow a right hand with a left hook. Late in round 3, Shields had a single leg takedown, but Miller slipped behind as soon as they hit the mat and had a rear naked choke attempt. Miller might have won if he had locked the choke a few seconds earlier, but Shields was able to hold his breath for 7 seconds until the bell saved him. The fans booed Shields single leg takedown against the cage to start the 4th, and the fact Shields was able to control the entire round on the ground without doing any real damage wasn’t stoking anyone either. One reason Shields won is he turned out to have more stamina than Miller gave him credit for. Obviously it helped that Miller had a hard time putting Shields on the defensive and was largely making him expend energy on offense, which was hard to be consistent with since Shields is so interested in control. Shields has awesome ground control, but using at least 2 legs and 1 arm to maintain his dominance didn’t allow him much diversity or even distance for his striking attack. Miller was much better at making the bout entertaining, but Shields scored more as he was usually on top. Shields won a unanimous decision. Good match.

Fedor Emelianenko vs. Brett “The Grimm” Rogers R2 1:48. I figured this would be the usual quick, totally dominant win for Fedor. Rogers has shown some potential, but other than Andrei Arlovski, who obviously isn’t the fighter he once was and has a somewhat questionable chin, Rogers has basically beaten a bunch of cans. Rogers immediately showed the audience he was prepared to put up a fight, busting Fedor’s nose with his 1st jab. The early damage from Rogers ignited the crowd, but Rogers wasn’t prepared to simply slug it out. He surprised Fedor by actually having a strategy, one of patience and caution. Rather than trying to utilize his reach advantage, which still leaves you prone once Fedor gets inside a jab, he made Fedor attack. Fedor is so strong he can take you down with one arm even if he can’t bodylock you, so Rogers still wasn’t on his feet for long. The surprise is Rogers had pretty good ground defense, and was able to get back to his feet. Fedor’s pressure was gassing the big many quickly, but Rogers had no problem surviving the first round. Rogers was frustrated with himself afterwards for being to passive. It probably helped him last longer and made for a better fight, but at some point he felt he needed to make a more concerted effort to take the offensive. Fedor continued launching ferocious attacks, but while Rogers had enough answers to stay alive, one began to sense that, as they initially suspected, it was only a matter of time before the emperor reigned surpreme. When Rogers did have the advantage, he targeted Fedor’s broken nose with his ground and pound. He also used straight punches in standup, which not only had a better chance of hitting the nose but increased his reach advantage as compared with Fedor’s powerful hooks and overhands. Rogers did more than anyone other than himself expected of him, but Fedor eventually found an opening, just leveling Rogers with a left hook for the KO. Good match. 
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UFC Fight Night 19 9/16/09 Oklahoma City, OK Cox Arena

Nate Quarry vs. Tim Credeur 3R. Tactical boxing match. Quarry was the aggressor early, but Credeur was quicker with better combos. Both had impressive stamina, keeping a high pace throughout. Credeur hurt Quarry with a left straight and got a rear naked choke, but Quarry kept it off his throat, which was easier than normal because Credeur didn’t fully secure his body to allow him to wait out full application of the choke. Credeur landed virtually every punch to start round 2, but the fight turned with Quarry suddenly leveling him with a big right and doing good damage on the ground with elbows and punches. The start of round 3 was similar. Luckily Credeur defended fairly well on the ground despite largely working from an open guard. One thing Credeur did well was bring his knees together, switching from the traditional butterfly guard to a position where he could use his legs to keep Quarry at a distance. Credeur was able to get back to his feet much quicker in round 3, but was half out of it, more or less going on instinct and muscle memory. Back on the mat, Credeur began to get his senses back, trying a heel hook and defending well enough that Herb Dean stood them in the final seconds. In a last ditch effort, Credeur pulled out a jumping high kick that was more or less an enzuigiri. Credeur won the 1st round, but wasn’t able to do enough in either the 2nd or 3rd to overcome Quarry’s big right hands and subsequent ground and pound, so Quarry got the unanimous decision. In any case, it was quite a way to start the show. This bout was awarded fight of the night, though I found the far more dynamic and back and forth Condit vs. Ellenberger match to be noticably better. Good fight.

Carlos Condit vs. Jake Ellenberger 3R. A really good fight, particularly the first round, which was easily one of the best UFC rounds of the year. There were so many lead changes, surprises, and near finishes. This was actually supposed to be Condit vs. Chris Lytle, but although not as reckless, Ellenberger shockingly lead to no noticable dropoff in the excitement column. Ellenberger circled right, and when Condit threw the right outside leg kick, he shot a right straight down the pike and followed with a devastating punch combo. Condit kept scrambling on the ground until Ellenberger set up a D’Arce choke, but suddenly Condit popped up with clinch knees. Condit dropped back down to fetal position to duck a haymaker then got a single leg takedown. Before the round was over, Ellenberger landed a right high kick, though it was more of a big cheek slap as it connected more with the end of the foot and the toes. Ellenberger got a quick takedown in round 2, but was swept with a Kimura. Condit mounted, but was reversed trying to transition into a rear naked choke. One thing that makes Condit an entertaining fighter is he’s not afraid to lose position taking these sort of chances. I mean, he’ll go for more hit or miss submissions rather than only trying to finish when he’s safely and securely attained a compromising position. In round 3, Ellenberger shrugged off a high kick and spun Condit down, but couldn’t capitalize. The match began to slow in this round, at least in comparison to the other two, as while Ellenberger kept attacking, it was Condit who clearly had the better stamina. His ability to recover from the early onslaught was impressive, and though it was still very close, Condit’s conditioning seemed the biggest factor in him being able to edge out the final 2 rounds of this hotly contested contest. Very good match.

Gray Maynard vs. Roger Huerta 3R. Mostly boxing. Huerta was more precise with some good combos to bust up Maynard’s nose, but Maynard moved too well for him. Maynard was able to get in, land, and backpedal away before Huerta could counter. Maynard put Huerta down in the third, but it was really no big deal. Maynard’s jab was no more than solid, but Huerta didn’t have his footing a he was stepping in. Maynard didn’t seem confident in his takedown ability early, but began to wrestle in the final round now that Huerta had tired. He combined a Kimura with a headscissors to nearly rip Huerta’s shoulder out, but somehow Huerta didn’t tap, and eventually managed to free his arm, leading to a standup. Rather an odd split decision as the two judges that had Maynard winning gave him every round. Above average match.

Nate Diaz vs. Melvin Guillard R2 2:13. Guillard surprised me with some good strategy early, refusing to spend a moment with Diaz on the ground even when he took him down. Guillard had a sweet uchimada, but let Diaz up so he could get back to boxing, where he cut Diaz quickly. Diaz kept coming forward as always, pressuring Guillard with an endless array of jabs, but Guillard did a good job of backing away then stopping on a dime to land a big right. Eventually Diaz got hold of Guillard, but Guillard was able to hang in on the ground for a little while. In the end, Guillard reverted back to his usual goofiness doing possibly the worst job of playing possom ever, I mean he clearly spent 2 seconds thinking about it after taking an average combo. Anyway, the big jokey psych out led to him coming back to life with an explosive double leg takedown, except Diaz wasn’t fooled and guillotined him for the win. Above average match.

All Things Fair, AKA Lust och fägring stor (1995). 
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UFC 102: Couture vs. Nogueira 8/29/09 Portland, Or Rose Garden Arena

Brandon Vera vs. Krzsztof Soszynski 3R. Vera is the proverbial fighter with all the tools who never seems to know which one to use. He tries a little of everything, but unless he wins quickly, he ultimately winds up sputtering in the clinch game. Vera had way too much talent to lose to Soszynski, but was only ocassionally impressive and sporadically effective in defeating him. For me, Vera is best when he keeps his distance. Soszynski seemed intimidated by Vera’s standup after Vera connected with his first body kick. Vera showed good footwork and mixed his stances to keep Soszynski away and off him, thus turning it into a kickboxing match. Soszynski has the power to match for that, but is way too slow and deliberate. Soszynski opted for the clinch game, but Vera’s takedown defense was too good, so Soszynski could do little beyond pin him against the cage and lean on him. Vera should have made more of an effort to simple break the clinch and get back to kickboxing, but he played into it, and soon the fans were booing and catcalling due to both doing little beyond pinning the opponent against the cage. Vera still won a unanimous 30-27 decision, but it was not exactly fight of the night material. Poor match.

Nate Marquardt vs. Demian Maia R1 0:21. Outside of the main event, this was the fight I was really looking forward to because of their ability on the ground. Unfortunately, as soon as Joe Rogan said Maia has been working on his striking with Wanderlei Silva, Maia tried to throw a left middle kick, but got KO’d with a right straight. Marquardt could have pulverized him on the ground, but held back, realizing Maia was out before the ref did. 

Jake Rosholt vs. Chris Leben R3 1:30. Leben was shockingly cautious and patient here, more concerned with avoiding the takedown than his own striking. He kept his distance early, mainly throwing leg kicks. Though both landed some solid low kicks, battering and bruising each other’s shins, the strategy seemed to be working, as Leben was able to avoid Rosholt’s takedowns and wound up spending more time on top. Returning from his steriod suspension, Leben, who either didn’t train that hard or was just noticably less toned now that he’s theoretically off the juice, began to tire in the middle of round 2, which allowed Rosholt to get his takedown game going. Rosholt began controlling the fight on the ground, and Leben eventually made a crucial mistake, defending the rear naked choke though Rosholt had isolated his arm, which allowed Rosholt to hop over Leben’s knee for the arm triangle submission. Below average fight. 

Todd Duffee vs. Tim Hague R1 0:07. Fastest KO in UFC history! Hague stepped into a left jab that put him down then got sledged a few times before he was put out of his misery.

Keith Jardine vs. Thiago Silva R1 1:35. Keith Jardine seems to have the ability to be a title contender, but he’s just not consistent enough. He seems so concerned with what he’s doing out there that he doesn’t pay enough attention to his opponent. His standup style is awkward and unconventional enough to put any fighter at ease, and that can open up holes and force them into mistakes, but sometimes it seems as though he distracts himself as much as his opponent. Half his fights he’s very effective, but the other half he walks right into a killshot within 2 minutes. Today Jardine left himself open to a left hook at the end of his own punch combo, and Silva leaned over with a couple big punches for the stoppage. 

Aaron Simpson vs. Ed Herman R2 0:17. Simpson was probably the most impressive fighter on the show. He’s really fast and athletic with handspeed to the point of being hard to defend and a strong wrestling background to fall back on. Herman was consistently getting whooped. His salvation was he kept Simpson off him and did a little damage with up kicks, presenting enough of a threat to give himself time to recover. Herman hurt his knee badly when he was taken down, seeming to tear a ligament. His guts and toughness in wishing to continue was highly impressive, but either the doctor or his own corner should have called the fight off. Obviously Herman was too jacked up on adrenaline to think clearly. Case in point, he comes right out and puts all sorts of unnecessary stress on his jacked up plant knee, throwing a swiveling high kick that seemingly (or further) blows out the knee. It’s a safe bet that however long he would have been out was extended considerably by trying to fight hurt, and he was getting owned even while he was healthy, so what really were the chances of him suddenly doing enough to win the fight? I never want to quit either, but sometimes it’s smarter to live to fight another day. Good fight.

Antonio Rodrigo Nogueira vs. Randy Couture 3R. They gave us everything we could possibly have hoped for. Everyone was down on Nogueira due to his loss to Frank Mir at UFC 92 12/27/08, but now that his knee is healed and he’s not battling a hospitalizing case of staph infection he was back to being the 2nd best heavyweight in the world behind Fedor. Couture looked about as bad in his fight against Brock Lesnar at UFC 91 11/15/08, but he too showed he still has something left. UFC just signed him to a 6 fight deal, and given his age combined with his basically .500 record since 2002, he’ll probably find a way to remain ranked in the top 5 despite winning about 2 more fights by the time he’s 51. Regardless, as long as he’s fighting like this, no one will really care. Couture has never been known for having the world’s most exciting fights, but both men really let loose with their boxing, delivering some great, free swinging exchanges that propelled the fight to probably being the most entertaining of Couture’s career. Though Couture’s boxing looked good early, Nogueira dropped him with a combo 2 minutes then had him in a D’Arce choke for 30 seconds before releasing it to keep from gassing his arms. The knockdown gave Nogueira more confidence than usual in his boxing, but Couture began catching him, opening up some scar tissue. They really opened up in the final minute, with both men swinging more freely than ever. Couture got the takedown early, but Nogueira swept into the mount and arm triangled Randy, but couldn’t get to the side for the leverage to finish. Nogueira pressed the action and exchanged in the 3rd even though he was up 2 rounds to none, getting a big knockdown and pounding on Couture, but Couture wasn’t going to give up no matter how many hammerfists Nog served up. Couture gave his back, trying to use the cage to stand up, but Nogueira was too high up on his back to get the choke and wound up getting reversed. Nogueira tied Couture up and seemed to be holding on for the decision, but actually swept into mount in the final second. One judge was generous enough to give Couture a round, but he was rarely able to exert his will. The standup was say 60-40 Nogueira, but Nogueira was far superior on the ground. Very good match.

Marcus Aurelio vs. Evan Dunham 3R. Fast paced match with both men expending a good deal of energy. Aurelio’s standup technique is poor, but he really dug deep and showed a lot of heart in this fight. He got off to a poor start because he couldn’t get a takedown, and given he wasn’t at his best due to taking the fight on short notice, it looked as though things would only go downhill. Dunham dropped Aurelio with a left straight in the 1st and went to town on the ground since Aurelio wasn’t controlling his body. As Aurelio is great on the ground but not much otherwise, Dunham wouldn’t take a chance on allowing Aurelio to get guard, standing up as soon as Aurelio weathered the storm. Dunham continued to pick him apart with punches as he had actual technique, while Aurelio wasn’t getting his body into his shots at all. It appeared the fight would be one-sided, but Aurelio began getting some takedowns after the 1st round despite his very obvious fatigue. In the 3rd, he worked for an Anaconda choke. Aurelio didn’t have many other submission attempts despite his BJJ pedigree, but controlled the fight more and more as it progressed. He clearly lost R1 and won R3, but R2 could have gone either way. In the end, Dunham’s punching was enough to earn him the split decision. Above average match. 

UFC The Ultimate Finale 9 6/20/09 Las Vegas, NV The Pearl at the Palms

Nate Diaz vs. Joe Stevenson 3R. This battle of position with several good scrambles was easily one of UFC’s best technical matches in recent memory. Stevenson was very tenacious, using his wrestling to maintain control and he was overpowering Diaz, but both men did an excellent job at neutralizing each other’s advantages. The problem for Diaz is he was never able to get his boxing going because Stevenson would get the quick takedown. Diaz kept catching him in tight guillotines, but was never able to secure body control, or he probably could have submitted Stevenson. Stevenson was winning the rounds due to the takedown and top position, but didn’t do a lot of damage to Diaz. The rules didn’t help Stevenson’s cause, as he had Diaz in a few compromising positions, but the crucifix isn’t worth that much when you can’t knee or strike to the back of the head and Stevenson’s attempts to knee from the overhook were thwarted by Diaz simply dropping to one knee. Diaz finally leveraged a takedown a minute into the 3rd, but couldn’t get body control on the guillotine from a more dominant position either, and wound up losing control gambling on a rear naked choke. It definitely wasn’t a bad gamble considering he was down 2 rounds. Diaz still won the 3rd round, but lost a unanimous decision 29-28. Very good match. 

Lightweight Finale: Ross Pearson vs. Andre Winner 3R. Mike Goldberg acted as though this were some sort of classic, but midway through I was considering getting the toothpicks out to force my eyelids to stay open. They tied each other up and negated each other for 3 rounds. Winner was the better striker from the clinch, but it was hard to say who was winning since no one was really doing damage. I thought Winner took the first two rounds because he also had octagon control in pressing Pearson up against the cage. The clinch game is grueling if nothing else, and Pearson was better prepared to stand up to the physical exertion, so he began to take over in the third. Even though Winner didn’t look like the victor if you saw him at the end of the third, I was pretty surprised he didn’t get the decision, much less that he lost it unanimously. Poor match. 

Chris Lytle vs. Kevin Burns 3R. Lytle has been trying his hardest to have crowd pleasing matches, and he once again delivered a highly entertaining slugfest. These days he just keeps his hands low and wings bombs, his pace and wide open style begging his opponent to fire back at him. Lytle looked really good for almost the entire fight, but came close to losing in the final minute of the 1st, getting caught with an uppercut after missing a right hand. Lytle was able to tie Burns up, but Burns punched his way free and opened up on Lytle in the final seconds. Burns was gassing quickly in the 2nd round, and began looking for the takedown. As he had secured the first round with the late damage, 2 or 3 minutes of laying and praying might have been enough to con the judges into giving him the fight. Luckily, even when Burns managed to get Lytle down he wasn’t able to keep him down for any length of time, so ultimately Burns wound up spending most of the fight answering Lytle’s haymakers. Burns seems to be over his Moe Howard routine, but remains one of the shadiest fighters out there, this time repeatedly striking Lytle in the nads. Even that didn’t slow Lytle for long, as he was simply relentless in pushing the pace to further fatigue Burns. Burns got a big gash over his right eye, but was lucky that the blood rolled down around the eye socket and merely covered his chest. Lytle won a unanimous 29-28 decision, and was awarded fight of the night (along with Diaz/Stevenson & Sanchez/Guida) for the third straight time. Very good match.

Welterweight Finale: James Wilks vs. DaMarques Johnson R1 4:54. Wilks was looking for heel hooks, but despite Johnson’s ankle’s being taped, they kept slipping through, allowing Johnson to reign down a good flurry of punches. Wilks was persistent in his submission attempts though, finally getting his forearm under Johnson’s neck for the rear naked choke in the final seconds of the 1st. 

Clay Guida vs. Diego Sanchez 3R. Clay Guida is the kind of wrestler UFC needs to find more of. I realize that’s not an easy task, but the point is that while Guida doesn’t have great offense and is no less about control than the typical generic UFC bore, he’s nonetheless and insanely entertaining fighter to watch because he’s restless and wild. Guida is never content to settle for anything less than attacking at full speed. The first round was out of control and amazing, a definitely top rung choice for round of the year. Both men came out throwing hyper punch combos. The speed almost looked like something out of those corny modern day martial arts movies, except it very obviously wasn’t just being shown in fastforward vision. Sanchez quickly proved Guida’s striking was no match for his, Rocking Clay several times. Guida tried to revert to his wrestling, but was unable to take Sanchez down (except briefly 80 seconds in) to stop the bleeding. Sanchez landed a left high kick to the jaw that literally propelled Guida to the canvas. I don’t know how Guida didn’t sustain a broken jaw, but what’s even crazier is he just popped back up as though it were nothing. Sometimes I swear the guy is impervious to pain. Even though Guida sustained a ridiculous amount of punishment, it was Sanchez who slowed up first, allowing Guida to control the 2nd and 3rd rounds with his grappling. Sanchez did an excellent job fighting from his back in the 2nd, landing several good elbows among other scoring techniques. For me, the first round was definitely 10-8 Sanchez. The second round would go to Guida under the traditional scoring of takedown and octagon control, but I felt Sanchez did enough from the bottom to make it an even round. Guida clearly won the 3rd, but that’s where the rounds scoring system can break down. Sanchez did world’s more damage, but could easily have lost the fight 2 rounds to 1, or had it be a draw as 2 rounds to 1 10-8 round. Luckily, Sanchez did manage to eke out the split decision. Rounds 2 & 3 were disappointing compared to the off the charts 1st round, but still good stuff as Guida was sliding Sanchez into the cage and looking to pass, with Sanchez being active and aggressive from the bottom. Very good match.

WEC 42 8/9/09 Las Vegas, NV Hard Rock Hotel and Casino

Leonard Garcia vs. Jameel Massouh 3R. Started out as pugilism with Massoh staying on the outside and retreating, but Garcia finally leveled him with a right after coming up short just short on his left straight. Garcia obviously won this round, but Massouh took over soon after Garcia tried to follow him to the ground and submit him. As far as I was concerned, Massouh pretty well exerted his will for the rest of the fight. He did good work on the ground in the second, particularly a near submission on a D'Arce choke that sucked most of the life out of Garcia. Garcia was more lively in the 3rd, but even though the bounce returned to his step, his energy level was nowhere near what it was at the start of the fight. Garcia was able to keep the fight in standup in the 3rd, which should be to his advantage. I thought Massouh did pretty good work on his feet though in that round. He was moving well and showing diversity in his striking, while on the other hand Garcia wasn’t stalking like he was pre choke. Apparently this was a pretty tough match to score, as the bigger star, Garcia, managed to earn the split decision. Good match. 

Takeya Mizugaki vs. Jeff Curran 3R. Mizugaki is similar to Yushin Okami in that he is very powerful with an excellent base that makes him hard to handle, but he doesn’t do much beyond a ground and pound that rarely finishes anyone off. Curran is a strong wrestler, but Mizugaki stonewalled his takedown attempts and did what he does most, punch away. Mizugaki spent the majority of the match on top because he was able to take Curran down, but was content to do little more than body, body, head. Curran made a good effort from the bottom, trying several submissions before partially sweeping with a Kimura that allowed him to hook a triangle in the final 45 seconds. Mizugaki was able to hang on though. The match was competitive, but Mizugaki was all about the grind, and it’s boring watching a fighter who isn’t willing to open up or take a chance. I was surprised one judge gave the bout to Curran, though glad because he made a far better effort to finish the fight. Below average match.

Danny Castillo vs. Ricardo Lamas R2 4:15. Standup fight with really good defense. Both men moved well and anticipated the opponent’s attacks better. It was more a fight for the kickboxing purists as they made it difficult to close the distance and generally justed backed away from whatever was thrown at them, but as a way of dodging rather than just disengaging the second the opponent got within range. After 9 minutes of no particular damage, Castillo leveled Lamas with a right straight and finished him off on the ground. Above average match.

Joseph Benavidez vs. Dominick Cruz 3R. Fast paced and fairly dynamic fight. Cruz could take Benavidez down, but wasn’t able to hold him there, as Benavidez would slip out or leverage Cruz into backing out. This was surprising considering Benavidez was a state wrestling champ, but Cruz wrestled throughout high school as well, he just prefers to use his boxing background because it makes for more exciting fights. Benavidez was never able to take Cruz down, so although he’s excellent at countering, he nonetheless was always fighting from behind. Cruz wasn’t able to hurt him, but he won because he kept Benavidez in positions where his main effort went toward negating Cruz’ dominance or at least control. Good match.

WEC Bantomweight Championship Match: Miguel Angel Torres vs. Brian Bowles. Bowles has always finished his opponents, but he’s never fought anyone particularly good, so I didn’t see this result coming at all. He proved he could stun Torres early, connecting with an overhand right, but Torres hopped back to his feet and continued more or less as if nothing had hapened. Bowles was outwrestling Torres, and on paper this certainly seemed to be his best chance, though Torres once again did damage with his up kicks, the threat of which soon caused Bowles to back off enough that Torres got back to his feet. Torres got very aggressive in standup after a right hook connected, charging in and alternating straights, but since he didn’t connect with the first few he wound up walking into a big right hook. Torres wasn’t knocked out, but in trying to catch Bowles in an armbar when Bowles followed him to the ground he left himself prone and Bowles quickly pounded him out to take the title. Exciting match. 

UFC Fight Night 16: Fight for the Troops 12/10/08 Fayetteville, North Carolina Crown Coliseum

Jim Miller vs. Matt Wiman 3R. Wiman didn’t have any refuge because Miller had the standup advantage and could take him down if Wiman did get something going in standup, but it was nonetheless a very entertaining one-sided match. Despite taking the fight on short notice, Miller kept a very high pace. Though he took Wiman down repeatedly, he didn’t fall prey to the usual praying. Instead, the matwork was very action packed with both men doing a lot of squirming for reversals and submissions. Miller had a solid standup game, but was taken down after a few early right hands. He caught Wiman in a guillotine on the way down, and although one arm was in the lock, Joe Rogan put it over as a near miracle that Wiman was able to escape. Miller displayed a good right hook that he could follow with a left, but did his best damage in standup with a left middle kick then a body jab to the same area below the right ribcage, which buckled Wiman, opening him up for the takedown. Miller refused to give up, at least maintaining his guard throughout the fight. He finally snuck out and had a single leg takedown in the last 90 seconds, but wasn’t able to control Miller’s body, and thus was nearly trapped in a rear naked choke. Miller won a unanimous decision, even getting a 30-26 score from one judge. Good match that was awarded fight of the night.

Tim Credeur vs. Nate Loughran 2R. Credeur is a very aggressive standup fighter who basically throws bombs with little regard to technique or defense. Loughran was never able to seize the offensive, largely because his footwork was so bad he wasn’t able to get into position to counter. He was particularly poor at backing up/away. Credeur may have noticed this weakness, as he began trying to take Loughran down, and sure enough Loughran didn’t have much of a sprawl to stop him. Credeur busted open the corner of Loughran’s left eye with elbows, and basically bludgeoned Loughran in the 2nd round, causing him to not come out for the 3rd. The action was pretty good, but again it was totally onesided, with the only thing slowing Credeur being an eye gouge that Dan Mirogliotta missed. Fair match. 

Steve Cantwell vs. Razak Al-Hassan R1 4:04. Al-Hassan is a good athlete with a lot of potential, but incredibly green, and honestly had no business being in there with a champion. Granted he was merely a replacement for overrated Brian Stann, but considering UFC seems to have everyone who ever had a big fight on their roster, you’d think they could find someone who at least knew what they were doing. Razak pushed the pace and threw countless wild punches, leaving his head wide open for the counter. Cantwell fought a far more technically sound and defensive minded brand of standup. I’m sure he would have caught Razak before long, but once he took him down, he quickly exposed that Al-Hassan had no ground game, immediately passing and slapping on the arm bar. Al-Hassan tried to roll, but wound up trapping his arm at a bad angle, then was too stupid to tap. Mario Yamasaki is normally one of the better refs because he gives the fighters a chance to fight back or out, but in this case it backfired because Al-Hassan had no where to go and simply didn’t have the experience or good sense to realize this before his arm was broken.

Luigi Fioravanti vs. Brody Farber 3R. Fioravanti totally dominated this fight, but since the opposition was so inadequate, I was more unimpressed by his inability to finish than anything else. Fioravanti showed some diversity, but it was too easy for him to outwrestle Farber, who had no guard once they got to the ground. Despite Farber’s poor defense, Fioravanti was barely able to bruise Brodie. Fioravanti coasted to a unanimous 30-27 decision, but who cared? Below average match.

Brandon Wolff vs. Ben Saunders R1 1:49. Saunders took Wolff apart with his standup game. When he had separation, he brought high and middle kicks, but once he got the clinch, watch out! Saunders was just mauling Wolff with vicious Muay Thai knees. The ref could have stopped this much sooner as Wolff was out on his feet. 

Mike Swick vs. Jonathan Goulet R1 0:33. Swick connected with a big right cross then pulverized Goulet while Goulet was clinging to his leg trying for the desperation takedown. 

Josh Koscheck vs. Yoshiyuki Yoshida R1 2:15. I know it’s hard to believe, but Crotchcheck now has two matches that are at least arguably more interesting than watching paint dry. Yoshida appeared to have a good strategy, not only staying away from his takedowns, but also avoiding Koscheck’s right hand. Yoshida kept his distance, moving well and more importly to the right so he was always moving away from Koscheck’s stronger punching hand. Koscheck kept stalking though, and Yoshida quickly made the mistake of getting caught too close to the cage. At that point, Koscheck decked him with 2 big right hands. Yoshida was actually knocked out by the first one, but he bounced off the cage right into the followup. I don’t blame this one on the refs because it was sort of a boomerang effect, but they really had a bad night when you consider that not only Yoshida, but also Hill, Al-Hassan, Wolff, & Goulet were hospitalized. 

UFC 101: Declaration 8/8/09 Philadelphia, PA Wachovia Center

Kurt Pellegrino vs. Josh Neer 3R. Pellegrino exemplifies why so many UFC matches are just plain boring. He’s a strong enough wrestler to not only get the takedown to start every round, but also keep his opponent down for the duration, but then he’s 4 ½ minutes of what the hell do I do now? This match was actually more interesting than most because, amazingly, Neer can actually fight from his back. He’d give Pellegrino something to think about anytime Kurt gave him enough space to attempt a submission. The problem is, since standups in UFC are so rare and inconsistent, Pellegrino would just begin to stay tight against Neer, and that would be the rest of the round. Okay, Pellegrino did make some attempt to pass guard here and there, including early in round 2 when he was nearly triangled. This segment produced Pellegrino’s best chance to finish, as he finally mounted when he countered the triangle, soon taking Neer’s back, though never progressing to the point of a choke attempt. In general, Pellegrino’s base was too sturdy for Neer to get any reversals (he did finally get one with 35 seconds left in R3), and he was careful enough not to leave himself exposed to the point of getting submitted, so he won by virtue of riding time. Neer had the only good flurry, a series of elbows to stop a last minute takedown, which busted Pellegrino’s right eyebrow open and was thus the only significant damage of the fight. Pellegrino won a unanimous 30-27 decision. Neer did enough from the bottom to keep the fight of passing interest, but I wouldn’t blame anyone for fast forwarding.

Ricardo Almeida vs. Kendall Grove 3R. Almeida has been working on his standup, but he wasn’t going to play into Grove’s hands and allow him to utilize his considerable reach advantage. Almeida was generally too deliberate in his takedown attempts, but really all he seemed to care about was closing the distance and tying Grove up. Obviously he wanted the takedown from there, but it was more about him working from a safe position. Almeida eventually got Grove down in the 1st, but was much more successful with his takedown attempt early in the 2nd because he faked the strike and changed levels. Almeida slid Grove toward the fence, but Grove spun off it and had a legit near finish with an arm bar before Almeida escaped, passed, and began to work his ground and pound. Almeida was ready for the same move when Grove tried it in the 3rd, and Grove spent the rest of the round hoping looking to trap Almeida’s arm when he threw a punch, but in the last decade that has essentially been a strategy for allowing your opponent use their fist as a meat cleaver working your face over. Grove finally shot Almeida off with his legs late in the 3rd, but basically Almeida controlled the entire fight with the exception of the brief near finish. Almeida won a unanimous 30-27 decision. Fair. 

Amir Sadollah vs. Johny Hendricks R1 0:29. Sadollah was supposed to make his post Ultimate Fighter debut all the way back at UFC 91 11/15/08, but a leg infection and broken clavicle delayed him 10 UFC’s. He looked exceptionally quick with high level Muay Thai, but after 20 impressive seconds he charged into a left hook. Hendricks followed up with 3 uppercuts, so Sadollah dropped to his knees to avoid subsequent blows. The problem with this is he either had to lie on his back or stand back up, the later of which isn’t exactly easy when a guy is standing over you waiting to unload. Sadollah kept moving, but wasn’t able to find a position, so Dan Mirogliotta suddenly jumped in and stopped the fight claiming he couldn’t intelligently defend himself. I say Sadollah was hurt, but he showed intelligence in not trying to pop back up, where he’d clearly have been cold cocked. 

Aaron Riley vs. Shane Nelson 3R. Riley has never been a defensive expert, but he was pretty untouchable in this fight. The hole in Nelson’s game is standup, and when you combine that with Riley being a much stronger and sturdier fighter, you get a fight where Riley more or less bullies Nelson all night. Riley pressed forward and leaned on him, striking on the inside while robbing Nelson of the space he needed to attack. Riley showed some solid kickboxing, using a variety of kicks and knees, but it was largely his weight advantage, experience, and conditioning that burned Nelson out without Nelson even being able to mount a serious offensive. Total domination. Riley won a unanimous 30-27 decision.

Anderson Silva vs. Forrest Griffin R1 3:23. I thought Forrest’s only chance was if he were able to wrestle with Anderson, utilizing his natural 20 pound weight advantage, but instead he was back to his old vice of being exciting over being smart, which played right into the hands of Silva, who probably never looked this untouchable and unstoppable. In the end, this is what happens when you put a technically amazing fighter against a scrappy riverboat gambler. Forrest’s ability to sustain punishment has allowed him to get away with less than perfect technique and defense in the past, but tonight he was practically finished the first time Silva hit him. What can you say about Silva? He’s supposed to be slower at 205, but he moved so quickly and smoothly that Griffin couldn’t even come close to hitting him. I mean, it was quickly getting comical, like when your pesty little nephew keeps insisting on throwing down with you, and you don’t want to hurt the runt, so you simply protect yourself by letting him punch air until he gets bored. The difference, of course, is after Silva dropped his hands and bobbed, weaved, and danced away from Forrest blows, he’d clobber him. Forrest is normally the poster boy for willpower and determination, but after Silva hit him a couple times he simply gave up. The finish was almost cartoonish with Forrest charging in with a straight punch combo that Silva backed away from then came over the top with a pawing right jab that had nothing on it and seemed designed to simply make Forrest look stupid, except it somehow knocked him completely offbalance. Forrest raised his hand in surrender before Anderson could pounce on him, and jogged out of the arena before the official decision. 

UFC Lightweight Title Match: B.J. Penn vs. Kenny Florian R4 3:54. I’d be interested in seeing the scorecards for this fight because pretty much every round could have gone either way. Florian dictated the tempo, tying Penn up against the cage, but he could never get him down. So, in a sense, it becomes a question of whether Florian gets credit for initiating the action or Penn gets credit for continually defending. Florian’s strategy seemed to be that he was in better condition than Penn, so even though he was theoretically expending much more energy trying to get the takedown than Penn was in remaining on his feet, the fact that he was constantly forcing Penn to work would pay off in the later stages, as Penn tends to become far more mortal in the second half of title fights due to less than dedicated training camps. Penn’s loss to GSP at UFC 94 seemed to wake him up to the fact that what he thought was great condition wasn’t enough to compete at the top level with a fighter of at least equal ability, so he was taking his camp more seriously this time, though he still looked to be the one who was tiring. The main difference in the fight was the punching. Penn arguably won each round because, even if there weren’t many good blows, he was the one who landed pretty much all of them. He had a nice right hook and jumping knee in the final seconds of round 1 to steal that round. Florian didn’t give him the distance to jab, and Penn really wasn’t aggressive in standup, totally content to counter punch even if that meant he barely threw, but each round he landed a couple good punches. Penn hadn’t been trying for a takedown, but he was the one who got the first takedown, which came in the 4th round and was the beginning of the end for Florian as Penn was able to mount and take him out with the rear naked choke. Decent match.

George Sotiropoulos vs. George Roop R2 1:59. Hey, some real MMA! Sotiropoulos was just putting on a technical ground fighting clinic with smooth, lightning fast transitions and submissions. He had takedowns like all the boring wrestlers UFC overloads the card with, but his guard passes were amazing and he actually tried to finish the fight on the ground. Sotiropoulos would keep turning, and in a few seconds he’d just sort of hop his hips over the opponent’s knees and be in side mount. Roop was able to reverse once because Sotiropoulos was too high on his mount to control Roop’s lower body, but generally Sotiropoulos was too quick and unpredictable for Roop to even know what was coming at him. Sotiropoulos wouldn’t merely try one submission, he’d set up the first and as soon as his opponent identified it he’d psych him out by switching to another before they knew what hit them. Again, he lost body control and the top position by being over aggressive, trying to go from an armbar to a triangle, but that was making the fight that much more entertaining. Sotiropoulos finally won with a Kimura. Good match. Very exciting.

http://pinkdevils.yuku.com/topic/14348/t/Desiree-Nosbusch-y-Megathread.html
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Philips DVDR3576H

K-1 WGP

4/16/2000
Engeland
10
2:15
Original dvd
Eng

5/28/2000
Survivel
10
2:00
Rip from original tape
Jap

6/3/2000
Fight Night
10
2:00
TV Rip
Jap

7/30/2000
Nagoya
10
2:00
Rip from original tape
Jap

10/9/2000
Fukuoka (2dvd's)
10
2:31
Retail
Jap

8/19/2001
Andy Hug Memorial (2dvd's)
10
3;00
Rip from original tape
Jap

3/24/2002
Engeland
10
1:31
Original dvd
Eng

1/24/2004
Marseille
10
2:00
Retail
Fra

2/2/2004
Engeland
10
1:31
TV Rip
Eng

6/6/2004
Nagoya
10
2:04
Retail
Jap

9/23/2005
Osaka
10
2:28
Original
Jap

11/19/2005
Finale (2dvd's)
10
4:00
Retail
Jap

1/20/2006
Marseille
10
1:09
Retail
Fra

3/5/2006
Auckland
10
2:00
Original
Jap

5/13/2006
Amsterdam
10
2:02
Original
Jap

6/3/2006
Seoul
10
1:43
Original
Jap

7/30/2006
Sapparo
10
1:47
Original
Jap

K-1 MAX

7/5/2003  United Kingdom
10
2:11
Retail
Eng

7/20/2005
Finale 
10
3:35
Retail
Jap

10/12/2005
Max
10
4:11
Retail
Jap

2/25/2006
Max
10
4:11
Retail
Jap

4/5/2006
World Tournament
10
3:45
Retail
Jap

6/30/2006
Finale
10
3
Retail
Jap

2/5/2007
Japan (2 dvd's)
10
3
TV Rip
Jap

K-1 WGP

00-03-1994
K-2 Amsterdam
9
1:00
TV Rip
Ned

1/7/1995
K-2 Parijs
9
1:21
Rip from original tape
Fra

2/4/2001
Holland (2dvd's)
9
3:00
Rip from original tape
Ned

6/9/2001
Scandinavia (2dvd's)
9
2:41
Rip from original tape
Zwe

7/21/2001
New Zealand
9
1:15
TV Rip
Eng

2/24/2002
Holland (2dvd's)
9
2:52
Rip from original tape
Hol

3/15/2003
Scandinavia
9
1;00
TV Rip
Zwe

5/10/2003
Milaan
9
1:34
TV Rip
Ita

7/27/2003
Melbourne (2dvd's)
10
2:45
TV Rip
Jap * have some on comm*

2/14/2004
Scandinavia
9
3:00
TV Rip
Zwe

12/31/2004
Dynamite (2 dvd's)
10
3:00
Retail
Jap

1/29/2005
Marseille
9
3:13
Retail
Fra

4/16/2005
Milaan
9
1:23
Tv Rip
Eng

10/22/2005
Brazil Sao Paulo
9
2:00
Retail
Bra

2/25/2006
Budapest
9
1:36
TV Rip
Hon

9/3/2006
Debrecen
9
1:00
TV Rip
Hon

5/4/2007
Romania
9
1:20
TV Rip
Roe

5/19/2007
Rumble of the Kings
9
2;03
TV Rip
Swe

8/19/2007
Debrecen
9
1:32
TV Rip
Hon

12/15/2007
Prague
9
1:50
TV Rip
Czech

7/13/2008
Tapei 2 dvd's
9
2:28
TV Rip
Eng

MAX

11/1/2000
J-Max
9
1:21
TV Rip
Jap

11/17/2002
United Kingdom
9
3
Retail
Eng

11/5/2005
Korea
9
2
TV Rip
Kor

9/4/2006
Champioen Challenge
9
2:57
TV Rip
Jap

10/31/2008
Rumble  of the Arctic
9
1:28
TV Rip
Zwe

Lesnar did not deserve a title shot after three fights. Even if Lesnar is good enough to win the title he has not put his work in. New fans who watch this fight would probably be turned away. No one wants to watch a jerk who has put in little work have great opportunities. People want to see hard, dedicated fighters who have spent their whole life working to accomplish their goals. 

Couture is a pure LHW, not a HW. 

I am just saying if a guy 280 pounds hits you in the temple, u are lucky to be alive, rather then still be in a fight. 

The shot was clearly behind the ear not the temple.....NOT THE TEMPLE It was on the side of the head

The temple is a bit of a myth in that if all one had to do was glance the weak spot we’d rarely see a boxing match that lasted more than a round. This idea that just because Lesnar is huge, no one can withstand his punches is just foolish. Dan Bobish has 50 pounds on him and is a far more experienced  and proficient puncher, yet despite the wrestler often slugging it out, he’s actually won more matches by submission.

Or maybe the beleaguered old timer sick to the back teeth of legal wranglings and just ready to fill out his contract obligations and take the money, was sacrificed to the great 'golden calf cash cow' that is Brock Lesnar.


then i saw couture magically decided he didnt wanna fight fedor anymore while he admitted that quote unqoute "the trial was spending all my money" and after 18 months of couture spending his personal account against the ufc he took the good offer...ur 45, ur rep is already sealed, let our new overhyped kimbo-esque sterioid freak beat you to make him seem legitamate and we will double ur fight purse.... 
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Hosting Promo Code: JHSL20 , You get 20% off entire order!
My grandmother had one of her classics yesterday. She asked me if I liked Peanut Brittle and I told her I've barely ever eaten it, so she responded "It's peanuts with brittle around it". 

My Mom asked my grandfather to pick her up some fresh peppers while he was at the store since they were a really good deal. 2 days later when she was going to get them from him they both forgot. So another 2 days go by and this time she remembers, so she asks where they are and he tells her he thinks they are still in the trunk!

Best of AJPW 1990 V.01
[2217]

1/7 (taped 1/3)
1. Great Kabuki vs. Kenta Kobashi (9:55 of 17:50)
2. Kawwada/Fuyuki vs. Kroffat/Furnas (8:45 of 16:04)
3. British Bulldogs vs. Tiger Mask/Masa Fuchi (7:24 of 18:55)
4. Genichiro Tenryu vs. Ivan Koloff (6:51 complete)
1/15 Special (taped 1/?)
1. Kenta Kobashi vs. Yoshiaki Yatsu (3:31 of 13:38)
2. Ivan Koloff/Randy Rose/Abby vs. Taue/Takano/Sato (5:23 of 6:51)
3. British Bulldogs vs. Tiger Mask/Shinnichi Nakano (12:32 complete)
4. Jumbo/Takagi/Kabuki vs. Kawada/Fuyuki/Tenryu (28:12 complete)
5. Battle Royal clips 

Best of AJPW 1990 V.02
[2218]

1/14 (taped 1/11)
1. British Bulldogs vs. Takagi/Taue (6:05 shown)
2. Abdullah the Butcher/Ivan Koloff vs. Yatsu/Shunji Takano (9:03 complete)
3. Jumbo/Kabuki/Tiger Mask vs. Tenryu/Kawada/Fuyuki (18:48 complete)
1/21 (taped 1/14)
1. Kenta Kobashi vs. Randy Rose (7:50 complete)
2. British Bulldogs vs. The Fantastics (7:00 of 19:22)
3. Tenryu/Samson Fuyuki vs. Tiger Mask/Jumbo Tsuruta (17:12 complete) 

Best of AJPW 1990 V.03
[2219]

1/28 (taped 1/20)
1. Abby/Rose vs. Yatsu/Nakano (5:26 of 11:23)
2. British Bulldogs vs. Tiger Mask/Kobashi (11:51 of 13:02)
3. GenichiroTenryu/Toshiaki Kawada vs. Jumbo/Isao Takagi (15:24 complete)
2/5 (taped 1/24, 1/25)
1. Kabuki/Takagi vs. Tenryu/Kawada (8:54 of 25:34)
2. Footloose (Kawada/Fuyuki)Tenryu vs. Jumbo/Kabuki/Inoue (21:20 complete)
3. Tenryu vs. Takagi clip


Best of AJPW 1990 V.04
[2220]

2/12 (taped 1/28)
1. Kabuki/Mighty Inoue vs. Footloose (4:50 of 13:12)
2. Kobashi vs. Abby (5:09 complete)
3. Tenryu vs. Takagi (5:41 complete)
4. Bulldogs/Tiger Mask vs. Jumbo/Masa Fuchi/Yatsu (11:00 of 17:22)
2/19 (taped ?)
1. Akira Taue vs. Barry Windham (2:35 of 5:32)
2. Kobashi vs. Stan Hansen (4:08 complete)
3. Tenryu/Kawada vs. Kabuki/Inoue (17:44 complete)
4. Jumbo/Takano vs. Terry Gordy/Steve Williams (9:03 complete) 

Best of AJPW 1990 V.05
[2221]

2/26 (taped Jan and Feb)
1. Tons-o-clips
3/4/90 (taped 2/24)
1. Tiger Mask/Kobashi vs. Hansen/Joel Deaton (2:54 of 13:35)
2. Yatsu/Taue vs. Gordy/Williams (16:31 complete)
3. Tenryu/Footloose vs. Jumbo/Kabuki/Inoue (15:45 complete)

Best of AJPW 1990 V.06
[2222]

3/11 (taped 3/2)
1. Footloose vs. Dan Kroffat/Doug Furnas (3:29 of 14:56)
2. Tenryu/Hansen vs. Kabuki/Taue (7:39 complete)
3. Jumbo/Yatsu vs. Gordy/Williams (21:50 complete)
3/18 (taped 3/4/90)
1. Jumbo vs. Barry Windham (7:07 of 12:39)
2. Tenryu/Hansen vs. Gordy/Williams (17:06 complete)


Best of AJPW 1990 V.07
[2223]

3/25 (taped 3/24)
1. Tenryu/Footloose vs. Kabuki/Inoue/Nakano (10:58 of 18:05)
2. Steve Williams vs. Yoshiaki Yatsu (13:24 complete)
3. Hansen/Dan Spivey vs. Jumbo/Taue (11:22 complete)
4/1 (taped 3/31)
1. Kobashi/Malenko s. Kroffat/Furnas (6:26 of 22:10)
2. Grody/Williams vs. Tiger Mask/Nakano (14:00 of 18:09)
3. Rusher Kimura/Isamu Teranishi vs. Tenryu/Kawada (10:58 complete)

Best of AJPW 1990 V.08
[2224]

4/15 (taped 4/10)
1. Jumbo/Haku vs. Rick Martel/Curt Hennig (9:13 of 10:53)
2. Tenryu vs. Randy Savage (10:49 complete)
3. Ultimate Warrior vs. Ted Dibiase (6:12 complete)
4. Demolition vs. Giant Baba/Andre the Giant (6:39 complete)
5. Hulk Hogan vs. Stan Hansen (12:30 complete)
4/22 (taped 4/10)
1. recap of Dome Show
2. Jimmy Snuka/Tito Santana vs. Fuchi/Kobashi (8:28 complete)
3. Greg Valentine vs. Great Kabuki (7:16 complete)

Best of AJPW 1990 V.09
[2225]

4/29 (taped 4/19, 4/10)
1. Jumbo Tsuruta vs. Genishiro Tenryu (12:32 complete)
2. Bret Hart vs. Tiger Mask (4:46 of 20:00)
3. Big Bossman vs. Jake Roberts (13:23 of 18:26)
5/13 (taped 4/16)
1. Baba/Andre/Kabuki vs. Nakano/Takano/Fuchi (9:32 complete)
2. Kroffat/Furnas vs. Gordy/Williams (13:06 of 24:24)
3. Hansen/Spivey vs. Jumbo/Kobashi (13:23 of 18:26)


Best of AJPW 1990 V.10
[2226]

5/20 (taped 5/14)
1. Tiger Mask/Kawada vs. Yatsu/Fuyuki (8:41 of 18:35)
2. Davey Boy Smith vs. Dustin Rhodes (3:47 of 11:58)
3. Baba/Jumbo vs. Gordy/Williams (20:48 complete)
*******This episode has the important match where Tiger Mask un-masks as 
Mitsuharu Misawa, launching an incredible run as a main eventer!*****
6/3 (taped 5/26)
1. Tsuyoshi Kikuchi/Fuyuki vs. Kawada/Nakano (7:23 of 13:36)
2. Terry Gordy vs. Davey Boy Smith (7:19 of 21:15)
3. Misawa/Kobashi/Taue vs. Jumbo/Kabuki/Fuchi (23:10 complete)


Best of AJPW 1990 V.11
[2227]

6/10 (taped 6/1)
1. Stan Hansen vs. Toshiaki Kawada (5:03 complete)
2. Gordy/Williams vs. Bam Bam Bigelow/Davey Boy Smith (12:56 of 20:03)
3. Jumbo/Kabuki vs. Misawa/Kobashi (15:44 complete)
6/17 (taped 6/5)
1. Misawa/Kawada vs. Kabuki/Fuyuki (6:46 of 13:46)
2. Stan Hansen vs. Steve Williams (16:51 complete)
3. Terry Gordy vs. Jumbo Tsuruta (11:40 of 16:51)


Best of AJPW 1990 V.12
[2228]

6/24 (taped 6/8)
1. Stan Hansen vs. Terry Gordy (6:19 of 21:33)
2. Jumbo Tsuruta vs. Mitsuharu Misawa (24:36 complete)
7/1 (taped 6/5, 6/8)
1. Bigelow vs. Kobashi (7:38 complete)
2. Tiger Jeet Singh vs. Abdullah the Butcher (9:42 complete)
3. Bigelow vs. Kawada (9:26 of 13:19)
4. Kobashi vs. Williams (11:28 complete)


Best of AJPW 1990 V.13
[2229]

1. Taue vs. Spivey (6:04 of 8:59)
2. Hansen vs. Kobashi (8:10 of 12:09)
3. Jumbo/Yatsu vs. Misawa/Kawada (23:34 complete)
7/15 (taped 7/12)
1. Masa Fuchi vs. Kikuchi (8:34 of 17:59)
2. Gordy/Williams/Johnny Ace vs. Hansen/Spivey/Deaton (12:41 of 15:22)
3. Jumbo/Kabuki/Inoue vs. Misawa/Kawada/Kobashi (10/52 of 17:28)


Best of AJPW 1990 V.14
[2230]

7/22 (taped 7/17)
1. Williams/Ace vs. Spivey/Terry Taylor (6:45 of 12:30)
2. Misawa/Kobashi/Taue vs. Jumbo/Kabuki/Fuchi (10:43 of 22:40)
3. Hansen vs. Gordy (21:05 complete)
7/29 (taped 7/19)
1. Hansen/Taylor vs. Misawa/Kobashi (13:51 of 14:53)
2. Jumbo/Kabuki vs. Gordy/Williams (21:25 complete)


Best of AJPW 1990 V.15
[2231]

8/19 Tiger Mask Special
1. 
8/26 (taped 8/18)
1. Fantastics vs. Eric Embry/Charland (6:12 of 14:27)
2. Kobashi vs. Dan Kroffat (5:54 of 13:33)
3. Jumbo/Fuchi/Taue vs. Misawa/Kikuchi/Kawada (22:46 complete)

Best of AJPW 1990 V.16
[2232]

9/2 (taped 8/21)
1. Kroffta/Furnas vs. Embry/Charland (6:12 of 14:27)
2. Taue vs. State Trooper (4:53 of 6:44)
3. Johnny Ace vs. Dice Morgan (5:24 of 9:45)
4. Misawa/Kobashi/Kikuchi vs. Jumbo/Fuchi/Inoue (19:29 complete)
9/9 (taped 8/31)
1. Misawa/Kawada/Kikuchi vs. Taue/Inoue/Fuchi (8:09 of 17:02)
2. Jumbo vs. Kobashi (17:53 complete)
3. Hansen/Ace vs. Gordy/Williams (8:09 of 16:42)


Best of AJPW 1990 V.17
[2233]

9/16 Giant Baba 30th Anniversary Special
1. 
9/23 (taped 9/1, 9/7)
1. Fantastics vs. Kikuchi/Malenko (1:07 of 16:59 shown)
2. Fantastics vs. Ace/Kobashi (17:19 complete)
3. Jumbo/Taue vs. Gordy/Williams (10:04 of 19:27 shown)

Best of AJPW 1990 V.18
[2234]

9/30 (taped 9/29)
1. Andre/Baba/Kimura vs. Eigen/Okuma/Fuchi (2:16 of 12:09 shown)
2. Abby/Kimala II vs. Dynamite Kid/Johnny Smith (6:38 of 8:16 shown)
3. Misawa/Kawada vs. Kobashi/Ace (16:08 of 21:12 shown)
4. Jumbo/Taue vs. Hansen/Spivey (13:00 of 18:41 shown)
10/7 (taped 10/4)
1. Baba/Andre/Inoue vs. Abby/Slinger/? (10:38 complete)
2. Stan Hansen vs. Akira Taue (7:08 of 13:49 shown)
3. Misawa/Kawada vs. Jumbo/Fuchi (14:52 of 23:10 shown)
4. HarukaEigen vs. Dan Spivey (3:24 of 4:52 shown)

Best of AJPW 1990 V.19
[2235]

10/14 (taped 10/7)
1. Kid/Smith vs. Hansen/Spivey (10:45 complete)
2. Jumbo/Taue vs. Kobashi/Ace (10:49 of 18:33 shown)
3. Gordy/Williams vs. Misawa/Kawada (14:46 of 20:39 shown)
10/28/90
1 Terry/Dory Funk vs. Joe/Dean Malenko
2 Gordy/Williams vs. Spivey/Furnas
3 Misawa/Kawada/Kobashi vs. Jumbo/Taue/Fuchi

Best of AJPW 1990 V.20
[2236]

Oct-Nov 90
1. Gordy/Williams vs. Kobashi/Ace
2. Misawa/Kawada vs. Jumbo/Taue
Nov 90
1. RWTL special clips of old matches

Best of AJPW 1990 V.21
[2237]

11/18
1. Jumbo/Taue vs. Abby/Kimala II
2. Hansen/Spivey vs. Funks
3. Baba/Andre vs. Slater/Deaton
12/1/90
1. Kid/Smith vs. Abby/Kimala II
2. Funks vs. Nitron/?
3. Kid Smith vs. Gordy/Williams

Best of AJPW 1990 V.22
[2238]

8/5/90
1. Steve Williams vs. Toshiaki Kawada
2. Pete Roberts vs. Masa Fuchi
3. Mitsuharu Misawa vs. Stan Hansen
12/29/90
1. Jumbo/Taue/Fuchi vs. Misawa/Kawada/Kobashi
2. Hansen/Spivey vs. Abby/Kimala II


Best of AJPW 1990 V.23
[2239]

12/8/90
1. Jumbo/Taue vs. Gordy/Williams
2. Misawa/Kawada vs. Hansen/Spivey
3. Baba/Andre vs. Land of Giants
12/15/90
1. Andre/Funks vs. Hansen/Spivey/Deaton
2. Misawa/Kawada vs. Gordy/Williams
3. Jumbo/Taue vs. Kobashi/Ace


Best of AJPW 1990 V.25
[2241]

4/1/90
1. Rusher/Inoue vs. Tenryu/Kawada
2. Takano/Nakano vs. Hansen/Spivey
3. Jumbo/Taue vs. Gordy/Williams
5/6/90
1. Tiger Mask/Kobashi vs. Kroffat/Furnas
2. Gordy/Williams vs. Hansen/Spivey


Best of AJPW 1990 V.26
[2242]

1. Mighty Inoue/Great kabuki vs. Johnny Ace/Terry Taylor
2. Terry Taylor vs. Akira Taue
3. Tsuyoshi Kikuchi vs. Masa Fuchi
4. Toshiaki Kawada vs. Pete Roberts
5. Dan Spivey vs. Akira Taue
6. Fantastics vs. Kobashi/Johnny Ace
7. Williams/Gordy/Johhny Smith vs. Misawa/Kawada/Kikuchi
8. Jumbo/Taue/Takagi vs. Hansen/Embry/Charland


Rings 05/25/1996 May 25th 1996
[1556]

MAY 25, 1996—EKATERINBURG, RUSSIA (ATT: 6,570) 
1) NIKOLAI ZOUEV OVER WILLIE WILLIAMS 
2) YOSHIHISA YAMAMOTO OVER BITSADZE TARIEL 
3) ANDREI KOPILOV OVER BART VALE 
4) VOLK HAN OVER HANS NYMAN 
5) VLADIMIR KURAMENCHEV OVER DICK LEON-VRIJ 
6) YURI BEKCHEN OVER MITSUYA NAGAI 
7) YURI KOCHIKEN OVER EMIL KRASTEV 
8) WATARU SAKATA OVER ILIOUKHINE MIKHAIL 


Rings 03/28/1997 March 28th 1997
[1566]

TOKYO BAY N K HALL (ATT: 6,872—SELLOUT) 
1) AKIRA MAEDA OVER KIYOSHI TAMURA (CHOKE SLEEPER 7:54) 
2) YOSHIHISA YAMAMOTO OVER HANS NYMAN 
3) TSUYOSHI KOUSAKA OVER BITSADZE TARIEL 
4) WILLIE PEETERS OVER CHRISTOPHER HAZEMANN 
5) MINORU TANAKA OVER TODOR TODOROV 


Rings 05/23/1997 May 23rd 1997
[1580]

MAY 23, 1997—SENDAI (ATT: 3,850) 
1) AKIRA MAEDA OVER BITSADZE TARIEL 
2) VOLK HAN OVER JOOP KASTEEL 
3) KIYOSHI TAMURA OVER GROM ZAZA 
4) YOSHIHISA YAMAMOTO OVER HERMAN RENTING 
5) MITSUYA NAGAI OVER VALENTIJN OVEREEM 
6) MASAYUKI NARUSE OVER WILLIE PEETERS 


Rings 07/22/1997 July 22nd 1997
[1570]

JULY 22, 1997—OSAKA FURITSU GYM (ATT: 4,500) 
1) KIYOSHI TAMURA OVER BITSADZE TARIEL 
2) AKIRA MAEDA OVER HANS NYMAN 
3) YOSHIHISA YAMAMOTO OVER MITSUYA NAGAI 
4) MASAYUKI NARUSE OVER WATARU SAKATA 
5) CHRISTOPHER HAZEMANN OVER MINORU TANAKA 
6) TSUYOSHI KOUSAKA OVER GROM ZAZA 


Rings 09/26/1997 September 26th 1997
[1572]

Rings 02/08/1998 February 8th 1998
[1578] AMSTERDAM, HOLLAND 

Christopher Haseman vs Valentin Overeem Pedro Palm vs Sander Mac Killian Sander Thonhauser vs Cees Bezems Johan Buur vs Dave Van Der Veen
Wataru Sakata vs Willie Peeters Joop Kasteel vs Bitsadze Ameran Gilbert Yvel vs Bob Schreiber Tsuyoshi Kohsaka vs Rob Van Esdonk Dick Vrij vs Paul Varelans 1997 RINGS Highlights


Rings 06/07/1998 June 7th 1998
[1583]

JUNE 7, 1998—BRISBANE AUSTRALIA 
1) DANIEL BOND OVER DEAN LAWLER 
2) CHRISTOPHER HAZEMANN OVER KENICHI YAMAMOTO 
3) RYAN HENRY OVER DOMINIQUE DELIGNY 
4) LEIGH BREIN DREW SAM KOCH 
5) PAT COURAN OVER SEAN PRICE 
6) BARNIE COOK OVER STEVE FARNELL 
7) COLIN TURNBULL OVER MAYNARD MARCUM 
8) SHIRO TEMMA OVER KEVIN THOMSON 


Rings 09/13/1998 September 13th 1998
[1587]

SEPT. 13, 1998—BRISBANE AUSTRALIA (ATT: 900) 


Ryuki Ueyama vs Yasuhito Namekawa Lee Hasdell vs Kenichi Yamamoto (This one's definitely legit) Wataru Sakata vs Christopher Haseman Willie Peeters vs Hiromitsu Kanehara TSUYOSHI KOHSAKA VS ILIOUKHINE MIKHAIL KIYOSHI TAMURA VS YOSHIHISA YAMAMOTO 

Rings 10/28/1998 October 28th 1998
[1589]

OCT. 23, 1998—NAGOYA AIICHI GYM (ATT: 4,550) 
BATTLE DIMENSION 98 TEAM TOURNAMENT

Press conference/hype announcing Akira Maeda vs Alexander Karelin Yasuhito Namekawa vs Masayuki Naruse Hans Nyman vs Sergei Sousserov Hans Nyman vs Mikhail Ilioukhine Dick Vrij vs Mikhail Ilioukhine Dick Vrij vs Volk Han Joop Kasteel vs Volk Han Kiyoshi Tamura vs Vladimir Klementiev Todor Todorov vs Wataru Sakata Yoshihisa Yamamoto vs Borislav Jeliazkov Yoshihisa Yamamoto vs Dimitri Petkov Hiromitsu Kanehara vs Dimitri Petkov


Rings 11/20/1998 November 20th 1998
[1590]

NOV. 20, 1998—OSAKA FURITSU GYM (ATT: 4,380) 
BATTLE DIMENSION 98 TEAM TOURNAMENT: 


Yasuhito Namekawa vs Lee Hasdell Bitsadze Tariel vs Daniel Higgins Bitsadze Tariel vs Troy Ittensohn Bitsadze Tariel vs Christopher Haseman Bitsadze Ameran vs Christopher Haseman Hiromitsu Kanehara vs Dave Von De Veen Masayuki Naruse vs Vladimir Klementiev Masayuki Naruse vs Andrei Kopylev Kiyoshi Tamura vs Andrei Kopylev Kiyoshi Tamura vs Nikolai Zouev TSUYOSHI KOHSAKA VS NIKOLAI ZOUEV 


Rings 12/23/1998 December 23rd 1998
[1591] DEC. 23, 1998—FUKUOKA (ATT: 5,500) 
BATTLE DIMENSION 98 TEAM TOURNAMENT

Dick Vrij vs Wataru Sakata Hiromitsu Kanehara vs Hans Nyman Masayuki Naruse vs Joop Kasteel Kiyoshi Tamura vs Kenichi Yamamoto Nikolai Zouev vs Bitsadze Ameran Nikolai Zouev vs Grom Zaza Andrei Kopylev vs Grom Zaza Andrei Kopylev vs Bitsadze Tariel Vladimir Klementiev vs Bitsadze Tariel

Rings 06/15/2000 June 15th 2000
[1603]

Dave Menne vs Ryuki Ueyama Brad Kohler vs Valentin Overeem Roberto Traven vs Gueorguiev Tzvetkov Bobby Hoffman vs Alistair Overeem Volk Han vs Brandon Lee Hinkle Hiromitsu Kanehara vs Renato Babalu


Rings 07/15/2000 July 15th 2000
[1604]

OREM, UTAH 

Jeremy Horn vs Keith Mielke Highlights of other matches, Christopher Haseman vs Jermaine Andre Highlights of other matches, Bobby Hoffman vs Aaron Brink Tsuyoshi Kohsaka vs Greg Wikan, 

Rings 07/22/2000 July 22nd 2000
[1605]

JULY 21, 2000—HONOLULU BLAISDELL CENTER 


Valentijn Overeem vs Tali Kuliha'Apai Highlights of other matches Valentijn Overeem vs Tom Sauer Roger Neff vs Eric Pele Yasuhito Namekawa vs Falaniko Vital Hiromitsu Kanehara vs Adrian Serrano Chris Munsen vs Yasuhito Namekawa Hiromitsu Kanehara vs Josh Hal

Rings 08/06/2000 August 6th 2000
[1607]

August 16, 2000

Tula Circus

Tula, Russia 

Match Winner Loser Method Round Time 

1 Egidijus Valavicius Denis Baykov TKO 1 13:30 

2 Tengiz Tedoradze Roman Kostennikov Submission (Guillotine Choke) 1 7:30 

3 Ilja Tlashadze Vasiliy Gorbonos TKO 1 10:10 

4 Victor Yerohin Levon Ebanoidze TKO (Corner Threw in the Towel) 1 5:24 

5 Gega Gegeshidze Achmed Sagidgusenov Decision 1 20:00 

6 Ameran Bitsadze Andrey Reznik TKO 1 2:24 

7 Fedor Emelianenko Levon Lagvilava Submission (Choke) 1 7:24 

8 Achmed Labasanov Vepcho Bardanashvili Submission (Achilles Lock) 1 1:28 

9 Mikhail Illoukhine Bakouri Gogitidze Submission (Ankle Lock) 1 7:25 

10 Volk Han Zaza Tkeshelashvili Submission (Guillotine Choke) 1 15:46 

 Rings 08/11/2001 August 11th 2001
[1617]

TOKYO ARIAKE COLISEUM (ATT: 4,000) 


Gustavo Ximu vs Christopher Haseman (Clipped) Jeremy Horn vs Ricardo Arona (Clipped) Bobby Hoffman vs Mikhail Ilioukhine Fedor Emelianenko vs Renato Babalu Volk Han vs Yoshiaki Fujiwara (Exhibition - Clipped) Hirotaka Yokoi vs Ricardo Fyeet Volk Ataev vs Aaron Brink Ricardo Arona vs Gustavo Ximu Tsuyoshi Kohsaka vs Grom Koba Hiromitsu Kanehara vs Matt Hughes 


AJW 01/19/1994 January 19th 1994 taped 1/4/04 Tokyo Korakuen Hall
[2313]

Bull Nakano vs. Kaoru Ito 
2. Mima Shimoda & Etsuko Mita vs. Yumiko Hotta & Sakie Hasegawa
3. Aja Kong vs. Suzuka Minami
4. Manami Toyota & Toshiyo Yamada vs. Kyoko Inoue & Takako Inoue

AJW 02/23/1994 February 23rd 1994 

[2314]

AJW TV: February 23, 1994 (Taped 2/18, Hakata) - (1 hr 22 min)
1. Suzuka Minami & Chikako Shiratori & Kumiko Maekawa -vs- Etsuko Mita & Tomoko Watanabe & Rie Tamada
2. Takako Inoue -vs- Mima Shimoda
3. Aja Kong & Bull Nakano -vs- Sakie Hasegawa & Kaoru Ito 
4. Yumiko Hotta & Kyoko Inoue -vs- Manami Toyota & Toshiyo Yamada 

AJW 10/13/1994 October 13th 1994
[2324]

AJW TV: October 13, 1994 (Taped 9/23, Saga) - (1 hr)
1. Aja Kong & Reggie Bennett -vs- Etsuko Mita & Mima Shimoda
2. Kyoko Inoue & Takako Inoue -vs- Toshiyo Yamada & Sakie Hasegawa

U-Style 06/29/2003 June 29th 2003
[2730]

Naoki Kimura vs Ryu Echigo Katsuhisa Fujii vs Tomohiko Yoshida Kazuki Okubo vs Manabu Hara Dokonojosuke Mishima vs Kyosuke Sasaki Wataru Sataka vs Hiroyuki Ito Kiyoshi Tamura vs Takaka Fuke 


U-Style 08/07/2004 August 7th 2004
[2734]

Naoki Kimura vs Hiroshi Moriyama Takaku Fuke vs Kazuki Okubo Kyosuke Sasaki vs Hiroyuki Ito Alexander Otsuka vs Ryuki Ueyama Masahito Kakihara vs Yuki Ishikawa Kiyoshi Tamura vs Dokonjonosuke Mishima 

U-Style 08/18/2004 August 18th 2004
[2735]

Manabu Hara vs Rocky Romero Ryuki Ueyama vs Katsuhiko Nakajima Yuki Ishikawa vs Crafter M Masahito Kakihara vs Alexander Otsuka KIYOSHI TAMURA VS HIROYUKI ITO Kensuke Sasaki vs Kyosuke Sasaki Kiyoshi Tamura vs Alexander Otsuka

U-Style 10/09/2004 October 9th 2004
[2736]

Hiroshi Moriyama vs Crafter M Yoshinori Oniki vs Max Miyazawa Manabu Hara vs Kyosuke Sasaki Alexander Otsuka vs Tomohiko Yoshida Hiroyuki Ito vs Yuki Ishikawa Seichi Ikemoto vs Ryuki Ueyama


U-Style 12/07/2004 December 7th 2004
[2738]

Tatsumi Moriyama vs Manabu Hara Crafter M vs Dokonjonosuke Mishima Daisuke Nakamura vs Kazuki Okubo Hiroyuki Ito vs Alexander Otsuka Kyosuke Sasaki vs Yashuhito Namekawa Kiyoshi Tamura & Takaku Fuke vs Ryuki Ueyama & Seichi Ikemoto

U-Style 01/08/2005 January 8th 2005
[214]

U-Style 11/23/2005 November 23rd 2005
[2737]

Kyosuke Sasaki vs Katsuhisa Fujii Hiroyuki Ito vs Wataru Sakata Kazuki Okubo & Hidehisa Matsuda vs Luis Aceredo & Yashuhito Namekawa Carlo Morais vs James Thompson Frank Shamrock vs Daisuke Nakamura Toshiaki Kawada vs Mikhail Ilioukhine Kiyoshi Tamura vs Josh Barnett 


AJW 12/23/2003 December 23rd 2003
[5357]

Zero vs. Emi Sakura Sasori/Fang Suzuki vs.Kumiko Maekawa/Saki Maemura Nanae Takahashi/Ayako Hamada vs. Kyoko Inoue/Hikaru Kayo Noumi/Takako Inoue vs. Eagle Sawai/Amazing Kong Eagle Sawai/Amazing Kong vs. Kumiko Maekawa/Saki Maemura Nanae Takahashi/Ayako Hamada vs. Kayo Noumi/Takako Inoue Nanae Takahashi/Ayako Hamada vs. Eagle Sawai/Amazing Kong 

AJW 06/06/2004 June 6th 2004
[2312]

1. Kyoko Kimura vs. Natsumi Nishimura
2. Momoe Nakanishi vs. Tomoko Watanabe
3. Amazing Kong vs. Takako Inoue
4. Hikaru vs. Saki Maemura
5. WWWA Tag Team Title Match 2/3 Falls: Yumiko Hotta and Kumiko Maekawa vs. Ayako Hamada and Nanae Takahashi


LLPW 03/19/2005 March 19th 2005
[2669]

1.Erika Watanabe vs. Mizuho Ishikawa
2.Yowasenko vs. Harley Saito
3.Shinobu Kandori & Takako Inoue vs. Fang Suzuki (Team OK) & Obacchi Iizuka (Team OK)
4.Choi So La & Lee Hye Lan vs. Mako Ogawa & Amazing Kong
5.LLPW Tag Team Title: Eiger & Sayuri Okino vs. Eagle Sawai & Noriyo Tateno 

LLPW 09/19/2005 September 19th 2005
[2670]

Eagle Sawai vs. Bachiko
2. Harley Saito vs. Takako Inoue
3. Noriyo Tateno 25th Anniversary Battle Royal: Eiger, Condor Saito, Shinobu Kandori, Kumiko Maekawa, Hiromi Komatsubara, Obacchi Iizuka Tomoko Watanabe, Leo Kitamura, Crane Yuu, Rumi Kazama, Bachiko, Otako Hozumi, Michiko Nagashima, Yukari Omori, Eagle Sawai, Takako Inoue, Harley Saito, Kaoru Ito, Mariko Yoshida, Jaguar Yokota, Noriyo Tateno, GAMI, Jumbo Hori, baby-M
4. Mayumi Ozaki & Carlos Amano vs. Eiger & Sayuri Okino
5. Dump Matsumoto & SASORI vs. Shinobu Kandori & Obacchi Iizuka 

LLPW 11/12/2005 November 12th 2005
[2671]

Kyoko Kimura vs. Kayako Haruyama
2. Obacchi Iduka vs. Bachiko
3. Clips of LLPW in Mongolia (?) 05/29/05
4. Takako Inoue & Eagle Sawai vs. Harley Saito & Kaoru Ito
5. Dump Matsumoto & Zap-T vs. Kandori & Noriyo Tateno
6. Mayumi Ozaki & Carlos Armano vs. Eiger & Sayuri Okino (Tag titles)

LLPW 12/29/2007 December 29th 2007
[2836]

LLPW on ESPN December 29, 2007 (Taped 12-14 Tokyo)
1. Sayori Okino/Eiger vs.Jumbo Hori/Obacchi Iizuka
2. Sawaco vs. Jukko
3. Jaguar Yokota vs. Francoise
4. Takako Inoue/Harley Saito vs. Shinobu Kandori/Ayako Sato
5. Yumiko Hotta/Blue Wolf vs. Noriyo Tateno/Mizuki Endo

LLPW 03/28/2008 March 28th 2008
[2882]

Noriyo Tateno/Harley Saito vs. Kaoru Ito/Ayako Sato Jaguar Yokota vs. Obacchi Iizuka Sayori Okino vs. Jumbo Hori Yumiko Hotta/Blue Wolf vs. Takako Inoue/Mizuki Endo 

LLPW 06/14/2008 June 14th 2008
[3799]

Harley Saito vs. Ayako Sato
2. sawaco vs. Todoe
3. Obacchi Iizuka Retirement Match: Megumi Yabushita vs. Obacchi Iizuka
4. Eiger & Sayuri Okino vs. Shinobu Kandori & Jumbo Hori
5. Blue Wolf & Yumiko Hotta vs. Takako Inoue & Noriyo Tateno


LLPW 09/08/2008 September 8th 2008
[3828]

Eiger vs. Sayuri Okino (10:20) sawaco vs. Todoe (5:26) Devil Masami & Jaguar Yokota vs Noriyo Tateno & Itsuki Yamazaki (10:11) Shinobu Kandori vs. Toshie uematsu (11:22) Harley Saito & Kaoru Ito vs. Yumiko Hotta & Takako (19:04) 
Best of AJPW 1985 V.01
[6127]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.02
[6128]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.04
[6130]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.05
[6131]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.06
[6132]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.07
[6133]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.08
[6134]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.09
[6135]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.10
[6136]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.11
[6137]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.12
[6138]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.13
[6139]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.14
[6140]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.15
[6141]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.16
[6142]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.17
[6143]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.18
[6144]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.19
[6145]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.20
[6146]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.21
[6147]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.22
[6148]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.23
[6149]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.24
[6150]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.25
[6151]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.26
[6152]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.27
[6153]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.28
[6154]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.29
[6155]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.30
[6156]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.01
[2217]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.02
[2218]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.03
[2219]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.04
[2220]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.05
[2221]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.06
[2222]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.07
[2223]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.08
[2224]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.09
[2225]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.10
[2226]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.11
[2227]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.12
[2228]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.13
[2229]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.14
[2230]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.15
[2231]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.16
[2232]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.17
[2233]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.18
[2234]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.19
[2235]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.20
[2236]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.21
[2237]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.22
[2238]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.23
[2239]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.25
[2241]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.26
[2242]

Rings 01/25/1996 January 25th 1996
[1552]

Rings 03/25/1996 March 25th 1996
[1554]

Rings 04/26/1996 April 26th 1996
[1555]

Rings 05/25/1996 May 25th 1996
[1556]

Rings 06/29/1996 June 29th 1996
[1557]

Rings 07/16/1996 July 16th 1996
[1558]

Rings 03/28/1997 March 28th 1997
[1566]

Rings 05/23/1997 May 23rd 1997
[1580]

Rings 07/22/1997 July 22nd 1997
[1570]

Rings 09/26/1997 September 26th 1997
[1572]

Rings 02/08/1998 February 8th 1998
[1578]

Rings 06/07/1998 June 7th 1998
[1583]

Rings 09/13/1998 September 13th 1998
[1587]

Rings 10/28/1998 October 28th 1998
[1589]

Rings 11/20/1998 November 20th 1998
[1590]

Rings 12/23/1998 December 23rd 1998
[1591]

Rings 06/15/2000 June 15th 2000
[1603]

Rings 07/15/2000 July 15th 2000
[1604]

Rings 07/22/2000 July 22nd 2000
[1605]

Rings 08/06/2000 August 6th 2000
[1607]

Rings 08/11/2001 August 11th 2001
[1617]

AJW 01/19/1994 January 19th 1994
[2313]

AJW 02/23/1994 February 23rd 1994
[2314]

AJW 04/13/1994 April 13th 1994
[2317]

AJW 09/06/1994 September 6th 1994
[2322]

AJW 10/13/1994 October 13th 1994
[2324]

*80*

U-Style 06/29/2003 June 29th 2003
[2730]

U-Style 08/07/2004 August 7th 2004
[2734]

U-Style 08/18/2004 August 18th 2004
[2735]

U-Style 10/09/2004 October 9th 2004
[2736]

U-Style 12/07/2004 December 7th 2004
[2738]

U-Style 01/08/2005 January 8th 2005
[214]

U-Style 11/23/2005 November 23rd 2005
[2737]

Puroresu King #182
[3804]

AJW 12/23/2003 December 23rd 2003
[5357]

AJW 06/06/2004 June 6th 2004
[2312]

GAEA 07/09/2004 July 9th 2004
[85]

GAEA 08/27/2004 August 27th 2004
[4431]

GAEA 09/10/2004 September 10th 2004
[4432]

GAEA 10/22/2004 October 22nd 2004
[4433]

GAEA 02/25/2005 February 25th 2005
[4434]

GAEA 03/11/2005 March 11th 2005
[4435]

GAEA 04/15/2005 April 15th 2005
[4437]

Hardcore Ladies 05/14/2008 May 14th 2008
[3740]

JWP/Neo 09/25/2006 September 25th 2006
[2672]

JWP 01/13/2008 January 13th 2008
[2837]

JWP 05/12/2008 May 12th 2008
[4788]

JWP 10/03/2008 October 3rd 2008
[4781]

NEO 02/11/2008 February 11th 2008
[2874]

NEO 03/16/2008 March 16th 2008
[2881]

NEO 08/18/2008 August 18th 2008
[3825]

Oz Academy 02/01/2008 February 1st 2008
[2838]

Oz Academy 03/07/2008 March 7th 2008
[2879]

Sendai Girls 07/09/2006 July 9th 2006
[2663]

Sendai Girls 05/04/2007 May 4th 2007
[5071]

Sendai Girls 06/02/2007 June 2nd 2007
[6364]

Sendai Girls 01/17/2008 January 17th 2008
[2839]

Sendai Girls 03/15/2008 March 15th 2008
[2880]

Sendai Girls 04/27/2008 April 27th 2008
[3743]

LLPW 03/19/2005 March 19th 2005
[2669]

LLPW 09/19/2005 September 19th 2005
[2670]

LLPW 11/12/2005 November 12th 2005
[2671]

LLPW 12/29/2007 December 29th 2007
[2836]

LLPW 03/28/2008 March 28th 2008
[2882]

LLPW 06/14/2008 June 14th 2008
[3799]

LLPW 09/08/2008 September 8th 2008
[3828]

GAEA 07/09/2004 July 9th 2004
[85]

Ozaki & Uematsu & Ran vs. Asuka & Sugar & Nagashima Manami Toyota & Dynamite Kansai vs. Aja Kong & Amazing Kong Chigusa Nagayo & Ayako Hamada & Chikayo Nagashima & Carlos Amano vs. Amazing Kong & Mayumi Ozaki & Toshie Uematsu & Ran Yu Yu (Elimination Match) Meiko Satomura vs. Aja Kong (AAAW World Singles Title
GAEA 08/27/2004 August 27th 2004
[4431]

Devil Masami & Dynamite Kansai vs. Sugar Satoh & Hitomi Hayashi Ayako Hamada, Lioness Asuka & Toshiyo Yamada vs. Mayumi Ozaki, Toshie Uematsu & Ran YuYu Sakura Hirota vs. Carlos Amano Amano & AKINO vs. Sugar Satoh & Chikayo Nagashima Aja Kong & Amazing Kong vs. Chigusa Nagayo & Manami Toyota 

GAEA 09/10/2004 September 10th 2004
[4432]

Sakura Hirota vs. Sugar Satoh Ayako Hamada & Chikayo Nagashima vs. Mayumi Ozaki & Ran YuYu Chigusa Nagayo & Carlos Amano vs. Aja Kong & Toshi Uematsu Lioness Asuka & Carlos Amano vs. Aja Kong & Mayumi Ozaki 

GAEA 10/22/2004 October 22nd 2004
[4433]

Chigusa Nagayo/Carlos Amano vs. Lioness Asuka/Sugar Sato Shark Tsuyuchi vs. Sakura Hirota Chigusa Nagayo/Nagashima vs. Aja Kong/Ran Hikaru vs. Hitomi Hayashi Chigusa Nagayo vs. Shark Tsuchiya Sugar Satoh & Chikayo Nagashima vs. Manami Toyota & Carlos Amano 

GAEA 02/25/2005 February 25th 2005
[4434]

Carlos Amano/AKINO vs Uematsu/Ran Yu Yu Sakura Hirota vs Jaguar Yakota Sugar Satoh vs Chikayo Nagashima Chigusa Nagayo vs Aja Kong Lioness Asuka vs KAORU 

GAEA 03/11/2005 March 11th 2005
[4435]

Sugar Satoh & Chikayo Nagashima vs. Lioness Asuka & Kato Lioness Asuka vs. KAORU Meiko Satomura vs. Akira Hokuto Ayako Hamada & Chigusa Nagayo vs. Akira Hokuto & Meiko Satomura Manami Toyota vs. Chikayo Nagashima 

GAEA 04/15/2005 April 15th 2005
[4437]

Jaguar Yakota vs. Ayana Mizumura Mima Shimoda vs. Sakura Hirota (as Etsuko Mita) Mayumi Ozaki & Ayako Hamada & Amazing Kong vs. Dynamite Kansai & AKINO & GAMi Manami Toyota & Carlos Amano vs. Toshie Uematsu & Ran Yu Yu (AAAW Tag Title) Aja Kong vs. Meiko Satomura (AAAW Singles Title) Chigusa Nagayo & Lioness Asuka 

Sendai Girls 07/09/2006 July 9th 2006
[2663]

Kyoko Inoue vs. Sachiko Kanari Mariko Yoshida vs. Kaneko Yurie Dynamite Kansai vs. Chisako Kanari Mayumi Ozaki vs. Akari Okuda Meiko Satomura vs. Aja Kong

Sendai Girls 05/04/2007 May 4th 2007
[5071]

Battlefield WAR Tournament - Round 1: Dynamite Kansai vs. Toshie Uematsu Battlefield WAR Tournament - Round 1: Manami Toyota vs. Chisako Kanari Battlefield WAR Tournament - Round 1: Devil Masami vs. Mayumi Ozaki Battlefield WAR Tournament - Round 1: Meiko Satomura vs. Tsubasa Kuragaki Battlefield WAR Tournament - Round 1: Mizuki Endo vs. KAORU Battlefield WAR Tournament - Round 1: Ayako Hamada vs. Yurie Kaneko Battlefield WAR Tournament - Round 1: Akari Okuda vs. Sachiko Kanari Battlefield WAR Tournament - Round 1: Aja Kong vs. Kyoko Kimura 

Sendai Girls 06/02/2007 June 2nd 2007
[6364]

Exhibition Match: Chisako Kanari vs. Ayane Mizumura Sachiko Kanari vs. Yurie Kaneko Battlefield WAR Tournament - Round 2: Ayako Hamada vs. Akari Okuda Battlefield WAR Tournament - Round 2: Dynamite Kansai vs. Devil Masami Battlefield WAR Tournament - Round 2: Aja Kong vs. Mizuki Endo Battlefield WAR Tournament - Round 2: Manami Toyota vs. Meiko Satomura 

Sendai Girls 01/17/2008 January 17th 2008
[2839]

Sendai Girls on Gaora January 17, 2008 (Taped 11-18/12-29 Sendai)
November 18 Sendai
1. Commando Boirshoi vs. Mari Harada
2. Kayoko Haruyama vs. Hiren
3. Tsubasa Juragaki vs. Ryo Mizunami
4. Kaori Yoneyama vs. Sachiko Sendai
5. Azumi Hyuga vs. DASH Chisako
6. Arisa Nakajima vs. Tyrannosaurus Okuda JWP Jr./POP Titles
December 29 Sendai
7. Atsuko Emoto vs. Mari Harada
8. Cherry vs. Hiren
9. Kyoko Kimura vs. Ryo Mizunami
10. DASH Chisako/Sachiko Sendai vs. Tomoka Nakagawa/Misaki Ohata
11. Tyrannosaurus Okuda vs. Hiroyo Matsumoto JWP Jr.POP Titles


Sendai Girls 03/15/2008 March 15th 2008
[2880]

Tyrannosaurus Okuda vs. Mari Harada Ryo Mizunami vs. DASH Chicako Sendai Sachiko vs. Tyrannosaurus Okuda Ryo Mizunami vs. Hiren Ryo Mizunami vs. Sandai Sachiko February 24th 2008 Mayumi Ozaki vs. Sendai Sachiko Chikayo Nagashima vs. Hiren Dynamite Kansai vs. DASH Chisako Aja Kong vs. Tyrannosaurus Okuda Carlos Amano vs. Tyo Mizunami


Sendai Girls 04/27/2008 April 27th 2008
[3743]

04/20/08 Zepp Sendai "~Jaja Uma Tournament~": 

Jaja Uma Tournament - Round 1: Minori Makiba vs. Ryo Mizunami 

Jaja Uma Tournament - Round 1: Arisa Nakajima vs. Hiren 

Jaja Uma Tournament - Round 1: Ayako Sato vs. Misaki Ohata 

Jaja Uma Tournament - Round 1: Mio Shirai vs. Sendai Sachiko 

Jaja Uma Tournament - Round 1: Hiroyo Matsumoto vs. Mika Mizunuma 

Jaja Uma Tournament - Round 1: Mayuka Niizeki vs. Io Shirai 

Jaja Uma Tournament - Round 1: Kana vs. DASH Chisako 

Jaja Uma Tournament - Round 1: Hanako Kobayashi vs. Tyrannosaurus Okuda 

Hardcore Ladies 05/14/2008 May 14th 2008
[3740]

Mariko Yoshida/Ray vs. Hiroyo Matsumoto/Misaki Ohata 

Genki Misae vs. AKINO *Tables Death Match* 

Mayumi Ozaki/Bambi vs. Chikayo Nagashima/Arisa Nakajima *Barbed Wire Board Match* 

Apple Miyuki/Yuu Yanagata vs. Kaoru/Caribbean RUM *Ladder Match* 

Yuko Miyamoto vs. Kyoko Kimura *Light Tube Death Match* 

Best of AJPW 1989 V.01
[4836]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.02
[4837]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.03
[4838]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.04
[4839]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.05
[4840]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.06

[4841]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.07
[4842]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.08
[4843]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.09
[4844]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.10
[4845]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.11
[4846]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.12
[4847]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.13
[4848]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.14
[4849]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.15
[4850]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.16
[4851]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.17
[4852]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.18
[4853]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.19
[4854]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.20
[4855]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.21
[4856]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.22
[4857]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.23
[4858]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.24
[4859]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.25
[4860]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.26
[4861]

Best of AJPW 1989 V.27
[4862]

Best of AJPW 1985 V.03
[6129]

Best of AJPW 1990 V.24
[2240]

JWP 05/12/2008 May 12th 2008
[4788]

Opening Fresh Bout: Pinky Mayuka (Mayuka Niizeki) vs. Mio Shirai (9:37) Junior Survival Bout: Tyrannosaurus Okuda & Ryo Mizunami vs.Arisa Nakajima & Kana (12:30) Tag Team Festival: Jaguar Yokota, Manami Toyota, Fuka & Yumi Ohka vs.KAZUKI, Megumi Yabushita, Keito & Sonoko Kato (20:30) Exciting MANIA-X: Kaori Yoneyama vs. Atsuko Emoto (12:05) Special Six Woman Tag Match: Tsubasa Kuragaki, Bolshoi Kid & Tojuki Leonvs.Devil Masami, Toshie Uematsu & Ran Yu-Yu (11:43) JWP Openweight Title: Kayoko Haruyama vs. Azumi Hyuga (c) (23:51) 
The reason why you are seeing some Divx movies in B&W is that their default encoding (NTSC/PAL) is different than what the Player is outputting.
There is a small config that you can do, (Its not mentioned in the manual, but had read about it somewhere)
On pressing a particular key combination, you can change the default output mode to one of these:
1. PAL, 2. NTSC, 3. Source.
You can change to PAL or NTSC as per your country. The player’s default is normally “Source”

Oz Academy 9/12/08

Super Heel Devil Masami vs. Misaki Ohata 5:26

Hiroyo Matsumoto vs. Hiren 12:36

Kyoko Inoue & Takako Inoue vs. Toshie Uematsu & Ran Yu-Yu 15:43

Chikayo Nagashima & Sonoko Kato vs. AKINO & Ayako Hamada 20:30

Aja Kong vs. Manami Toyota 19:21

OZ Tag Team Title, 2/3 Falls Hair vs. Hair Match: Carlos Amano & Dynamite Kansai vs. Mayumi Ozaki & KAORU vs. (c) (28:37) 

Pro Wrestling NOAH/Zero-One Max "Differ Cup Night One", 5/7/05 (NTV)

Tokyo Differ Ariake

1,800 Fans - Super No Vacancy

Differ Cup Tag Team Tournament - Round 1: Tiger Emperor & Super Shisa beat Takehiro Murahama & Katsuhiko Nakajima (16:54) when Emperor used the Tiger Suplex '04 on Nakajima.

He seemed out of his depth. He does some cool flying moves, but they take too long to develop.

Differ Cup Tag Team Tournament - Round 1: Ikuto Hidaka  & Minoru Fujita  beat TAKA Michinoku  & PSYCHO  (11:52) when Fujita used the Boneyard on PSYCHO.

I loved the Hidaka & Fujita vs. TAKA & PSYCHO match. I prefer that style of super fast match where they use their athleticism to work and aid all aspects, with great body control leading to impressive bumps and counters, rather than the usual great flying but otherwise rather clumsy stuff.

Differ Cup Tag Team Tournament - Round 1: Naomichi Marufuji & KENTA beat KUDO  & Kota Ibushi Kota  (15:44) when KENTA used the Busaiku Knee Kick on Kota.

Ibushi reminded me of a young Hayabusa, awesome flying moves that few guys could pull off but he'd nail the difficult part where he turned his body 360 or more degrees in the air only to screw up the easy part by landing well off the mark.

4. Differ Cup Tag Team Tournament - Round 1: Kaz Hayashi  & Leonardo Spanky beat Takashi Sasaki & GENTARO (15:26) when Spanky used the Sliced Bread #2 on GENTARO.

5. Sonjay Dutt beat Ebetaro (Ebessan's new ring name) (11:29) with a 450 splash.

6. Differ Cup Tag Team Tournament - Semi Final: Ikuto Hidaka  & Minoru Fujita  beat Tiger Emperor & Super Shisa (11:29) when Hidaka used a Shawn Capture on Emperor.

7. Differ Cup Tag Team Tournament - Semi Final: Naomichi Marufuji & KENTA beat Kaz Hayashi  & Leonardo Spanky (19:12) when Marufuji used a modified cradle on Spanky. 

Pro Wrestling NOAH/Zero-One Max "Differ Cup Night Two", 5/8/05 (NTV)

Tokyo Differ Ariake

1,800 Fans - Super No Vacancy

1. Osamu Namaguchi  vs. Katsuhiko Nakajima went to a draw (15:00) when the time limit expired.

2. Amazing Kong beat Stalker Ikichawa (0:23) with a lariat.

2a. Amazing Kong beat Stalker Ikichawa & DJ Nira (2:30) when Kong used a diving body press on Nira.

3. Takehiro Murahama & KUDO  beat Hi69  & Iifushi Kota  (9:17) when KUDO used a diving knee drop on Kota.

4. Tomohiro Ishii, Tatsuhito Takaiwa  & Yoshihito Sasaki  beat TAKA Michinoku , PSYCHO  & Sonjay Dutt (13:56) when Takaiwa used the W Impact on Dutt.

5. Differ Cup Tag Team Tournament - 3rd Place Playoff: Kaz Hayashi  & Leonaro Spanky beat Tiger Emperor & Super Shisa (18:44) when Hayashi pinned Shisa.

6. Differ Cup Tag Team Tournament - Final: Naomichi Marufuji & KENTA beat Ikuto Hidaka  & Minoru Fujita  (35:24) when KENTA used the Busaiku Knee Kick on Fujita.

Liger #7

4/19/91, Top of the Super Junior II League Match: Jushin Thunder Liger vs. Negro Casas 6:50. A huge disappointment that they did so little. They seemed to get lost somewhere between puroresu and lucha. Casas was on offense most of the match, but he basically did his lucha moves minus the sequences to spice them up, rendering his offense pedestrian low impact rather than graceful ballet. That said, his springboard reverse flying headscissors is a thing of beauty. The match was so short Liger never even established himself. Some impressive moves, but no drama whatsoever. **1/2

4/28/91 Omiya Skate Center, Top of the Super Junior II League Match: Jushin Thunder Liger vs. Owen Hart 14:56. Most wrestlers are at their best during the end of a match, but Owen Hart was one of the few who started more impressively than he finished. He built an opening sequence around gaining an advantage as well as anyone. He might not have the greatest move set, but wrestling produces few greater pleasures than watching Owen utilize his athleticism to open up the opportunity for an offensive maneuver. I love the spot where Owen rolls over Liger’s back to counter the back body drop but before he can congradulate himself or mount a counter attack, Liger cracks him with the abisegiri. I was always disappointed by this match spotwise because I assumed it would be a great flying match. On the contrary, it was actually kind of a tame match in every regard, but Owen’s technical wrestling is so good it didn’t really matter. Owen can entertain you with an elbow attack, bending it back so the joint is up then kneedropping it. A well built match that may not have a great segment, but each portion is very strong. A bit sloppy, which is surprising for these two. Dramatic finish with several near falls. Owen does his thing and may not be as smooth as ever, but has a capable and cooperative opponent that makes it work. Better on paper than in actuality, as they could have pulled a few things off better. 

11/3/00 Tokyo Korakuen Hall AAAW Tag Next Challenger Tag Tournament 1st Round 

Toshie Uematsu & The Bloody vs. Chigusa Nagayo & Meiko Satomura 11:08 They wrestled with enthusiasm, putting effort and energy into all the holds and near falls. However, it was as mindless and goofy as ever. Uematsu charged at Satomura and tried to boot her off the apron, but Satomura Dragon screwed her over the top to the floor, which looked as dumb as you’d expect. Chigusa kicked out of Uematsu’s doublewrist armsault finisher at 1 then Uematsu did it again and we were supposed to believe in the near fall. Chigusa did it back to Uematsu, and actually came closer to winning with Uematsu’s move than Toshie did! Bloody was disappointing, and Satomura was in an odd mood, thinking she was a luchador. Uematsu stepped up to pick up the slack, and Chigusa actually sold some, even if not necessarily at the right times. **1/2 

Dynamite Kansai & Toshiyo Yamada vs. Lioness Asuka & Sonoko Kato 8:37. They opened with a finishing sequence where Kansai nearly defeated Kato with her splash mountain and lariat. They kept everyone involved, mostly having Kansai & Yamada destroy Kato with Lioness regularly bailing Sonoko out. Kato wasn’t really given the chance to do anything since their offense was Lioness running through her routine. Yamada did most of the selling for her team, and looked fine. **

11/23/00 Tokyo Korakuen Hall

Sugar Sato & Sonoko Kato vs. Chikayo Nagashima & Toshie Uematsu 11:12 They kept moving, but they seemed to not know where they wanted to go. In any case, they never found their stride or any semblance of a direction. Uematsu was pretty good, and Nagashima was second best. Kato, who seemed to not be close to 100% as usual, was disappointing. *3/4

New HHH Title Decision Match: Sakura Hirota vs. Lioness Asuka 8:03. Hirota was sporting a new title belt since a fan “won” the last one. She dressed up as Dump Matsumoto, so she tried to cut Lioness’ hair (I guess they figure Lioness, Chigusa, close enough?). However, while referee Tommy Ran was supposed to be Dump’s sympathetic heel ref Shiro Abe, she quickly double crossed Hirota, taking the scissors from her and cutting Sakura’s hair. Hirota was looking dumpier than ever, but got a free liposuction when Lioness ripped the newspaper she was using for stuffing out of her top. Hirota was on offense a lot, looking even more ridiculous than usual in making a farce out of Dump’s pathetic offense. In spite of the match being a joke, they did manage to make winning seem important. -*

Tag Tournament Semifinal: Dynamite Kansai & Toshiyo Yamada vs. Akira Hokuto & Mayumi Ozaki 10:19 Kind of sad to see Ozaki and Kansai running through their great old sequences in a slow and clumsy fashion. Note to Kansai: when you can’t even work with Ozaki anymore, it’s time to retire. Kansai was actually better than usual, but on the other hand it was painfully obvious she’s not 1/10th the wrestler she used to be. Ozaki had to do endless urakens because it’s hard for the person taking that to find a way to screw it up, but that’s not helpful when the person delivering them is either missing or grazing. The match was at it’s best when one wrestler was running at the other and doing a move because anyone can give and take a lariat. Luckily, it was mostly Ozaki vs. Yamada. They wrestled with urgency, but in the end Ozaki was the only one who really did anything, and she was off. **1/4

Tag Tournament Semifinal: Devil Masami & KAORU vs. Chigusa Nagayo & Meiko Satomura 13:07. All action but totally random and devoid of reason. They lacked skill, but even moreso brains. KAORU was doing her best to make it exciting. Her first segment was sloppy and contrived, but she did keep Chigusa working fairly hard throughout. KAORU used the table excessively as usual, repeatedly hitting Chigusa with it, only to have Chigusa grin at her. Masami was the only solid wrestler in the match, but she always seems to be in Stupid Heel mode when she’s against Chigusa. I suppose she figures if Chigusa isn’t going to sell, why should she? In any case, Devil even did the zombie up after Satomura’s Death Valley bomb. It wasn’t enough for Chigusa to defeat Devil, she had to beat Ozaki up after the match too as a way to “promote” the tournament final. As consolation, Ozaki got to come up from behind and shake Satomura by the hair. **1/4

Devil Masami & KAORU vs. Lioness Asuka & Sonoko Kato 5:37 of 8:19. Mainly KAORU vs. Kato. Good action, but somewhat sloppy. 

AAAW Tag Championship Next Challenging Team Decision Tournament Final: Akira Hokuto & Mayumi Ozaki vs. Chigusa Nagayo & Meiko Satomura 7:47. Nonstop helter skelter action. Ozaki did most of the actual wrestling for her team, but Hokuto stood out due to being the only one who did enough acting to get some mileage out of the moves. The managed to put a little heat on Hokuto vs. Satomura, building to their big singles match on 4/29/01, though it was a relatively wasted opportunity during the match. Two things helped Satomura: Hokuto making it a huge deal that Meiko kicked out of her DQ bomb despite the fact it occurred just 4 minutes into this sprint and Chigusa actually being the one who was pinned by Hokuto, the latter setting up Satomura’s post match attack on Akira. Kind of a messy match, including Satomura and Hokuto cracking heads when Meiko tried her bicycle kick. **1/4

12/17/00 Tokyo Korakuen Hall

Chigusa Nagayo vs. KAORU 10:43. They went all out, but it was the requisite big spot killing highlight reel of garbage. They actually did some different spots, with Chigusa even pulling out a shoulderblock off the apron and KAORU a diving footstomp to the floor, but there was too much silly brawling. KAORU hit her table with a bat before the match, which apparently was the cue for Chigusa to charge right into it at the bell. Later, Chigusa no sold some shots with the table half and screamed like an idiot. Someone must have discovered Chigusa fell short of her yearly quota of getting pinned, as she did another job her, going down to KAORU’s excalibur. **

Sonoko Kato & Saika Takeuchi vs. Toshie Uematsu & The Bloody 5:45 of 13:43. Energetic match. Takeuchi was obviously way out of her depth, but her effort got her over. She accidentally got a bloody mouth from Uematsu’s knee, which actually added to the positive effect. Uematsu did a nice job of carrying her team and making the match. Good match. 

Devil Masami & Toshiyo Yamada vs. Lioness Asuka & Meiko Satomura 8:30 of 12:48. Okay match, though almost entirely devoid of give and take. Devil controlled the early portion against Satomura then Yamada bumped for Asuka. Devil vs. Satomura was an attempt at Devil’s brand of solid wrestling that didn’t quite come off due to Devil’s lack of athleticism, while Lioness vs. Yamada was a much faster and showier squash that even wound up looking more professional due to the consistently spot on execution. KAORU attacked Lioness from behind with a table half after the match. **

HHH Title Match: Sakura Hirota vs. Dynamite Kansai 2:55 of 7:48. Hirota came out looking like a portable shower to hide the fact she was dressed in Kansai’s outfit. I’ve seen a lot of bad finishes in my day, but this one may take the cake. Hirota actually held Kansai up for Kansai’s own splash mountain for 25 seconds, which is quite a feat. Obviously if any logic was involved, Hirota would want to slam Kansai as soon as possible, but since this is Hirota she never even dropped Kansai, instead submitting because Dynosaur’s girth was too much for her shoulder. 

AAAW Tag Title Match: Sugar Sato & Chikayo Nagashima vs. Akira Hokuto & Mayumi Ozaki 24:37. A memorable match by GAEA standards, primarily notable for the fact they made it appear to be the usual 9 minute sprint only to wind up going nearly 25! Certainly more an exciting match than a particularly accomplished one from any technical or psychological perspective, even the execution was hardly precision. Hokuto sold early, with the idea seeming to be to keep Ozaki out of the ring for as long as possible since the heat is on her against her understudies. Unfortunately for the story, though fortunately for the match quality, the GAEA attention span only lasts a few minutes. Any semblance of plot was out the window once Ozaki came in, but Ozaki & Nagashima gave the expected high quality performances, with Hokuto remembering her expertise in playing hurt and Sato even giving an effective power wrestler performance. Nagashima made the match with her waterbug style, though she was far better against Ozaki, who she’s not only much more familiar with but also is about her size and much more athletic and flexible. The match was always at least decent, but never super despite some neat spots such as Nagashima doing a footstomp off the arena entrance and landing on her feet for Hokuto’s nadare shiki brainbuster. Again, the main asset was the surprising length, making some of the normally pedestrian near finishes a little more surprising, though it was still more of a match that appeared close to ending than one that appeared about to end. Although it was almost 3 times the typical GAEA length, the match still essentially came off as a lengthy finishing segment. Sato & Nagashima were generally in control, so you believed they could retain. After defeat appeared much closer than the horizon, Nagashima came back with Ozaki’s old tequila sunrise finisher and her own fisherman’s buster finisher for near falls the crowd went nuts for. The fans really wanted to see Nagashima go over her mentor, but with Ozaki just about dead they pulled out a lame finish where Nagashima tried to take Ozaki out with her own uraken only to have an arm collision when Ozaki pulled her favorite strike at the same time. Hokuto then caught Nagashima with a missile kick and Ozaki put he away with her witchcraft to claim the titles. ***1/2

4/29/01

International Junior Heavyweight Tag Title Match: Yuji Yasuraoka & Lance Storm (WAR team) vs. Norio Honaga & El Samurai 13:28. NJPW worked a program with WAR around Storm & Yasuraoka’s junior tag titles in 1996-1997, but they always seemed a bit overwhelmed in New Japan rings. This was one of the earliest matches, and it was quite obvious these guys weren't familiar with each other. It was good in spots, but sloppy in others, though my problem is mostly how undeveloped the bout was. Storm is on one hand a great athlete, but as the typical overmuscled American he’s a bit too rigid and mechanical to utilize his natural ability to pull off the high level sequences. Thus, while he undoubtedly would have seemed really good even in the late 1980’s when you could still get away with only having a high altitude dropkick and body attack, in the mid 1990’s he winds up coming off as a guy who is a decade behind the times. Yasuraoka might have less ability, but he moves far more fluidly and controls his body so much better he is capable of a wide variety of sequences and bumps. The downfall of this match is Yasaraoka was actually the star. I don’t know what happened to Samurai, but while he’s often had trouble stepping up and carrying a match when he was the only one capable, he’s rarely given such a nondescript performance. Honaga was simply a bad fit, as you knew he’d take the contest in the most basic direction, and even if you replaced him with a showoff you figured they’d have a hard time matching the speed and complexity of the rest of the show. **3/4

NWA World Junior Heavyweight Title Match: Masayoshi Motegi (Wrestle Yume Factory) vs. Shiryu (Michinoku Pro) 11:51. The once illustrious NWA – the league of Thesz, Race, Funk, Flair, & Steamboat – is now represented by Armory all-star Motegi whose contribution was, well, nothing. He came close to a good minute when he finally took over to finish Shiryu off, but couldn’t get his footing on the second rope, and thus badly botched his gutwrench suplex finisher. Shiryu carried the match, doing all his hot moves, and it would have been good if Motegi wasn’t two steps slow. Shiryu is a really exciting athlete who knows how to flaunt that strength, but he quickly realized he had to tone his act down because Motegi was screwing everything up. It wasn’t a boring match to watch, but thanks to Motegi it didn’t look very professional. *3/4

WWA World Junior Light Heavyweight Title Match: Gran Hamada (Michinoku Pro) vs. Tatsuhito Takaiwa 12:05. Takaiwa was in the midst of his first push, a near playoff finish in his first Best of the Super Juniors league earlier in the month propelling him to his first junior title shot. Hamada was a good opponent for the upstart because he keeps it simple, carrying the young punk to his breakout match, although Takaiwa wasn’t really a great opponent for Hamada because his lack of offense forces Hamada to provide almost all the flying and hot moves. While an excellent tag wrestler, Hamada is merely a professional singles wrestler. When he’s not doing a lucha sequence, he keeps his opponent close so there’s not a lot of room to commit errors. He crafted a very solid match, taking it to his overmatched foe, but allowing him enough power moves and counters to hang in. Takaiwa had one big run after countering a huracanrana with a Ligerbomb to allow the audience to believe in him, but they made two costly errors on crucial highspots right before Hamada finished him with the swinging DDT. ***

UWA World Light Heavyweight Championship Decision Match: Shinjiro Otani vs. Kazushi Sakuraba (UWF-I) 8:13. After so many NJPW matches designed to destroy every shred of UWF-I’s credibility, it was refreshing to see one that did it’s best to honor their “legitimacy”. Almost everything that wasn’t a submission was designed to prove the match wasn’t worked, from Sakuraba coming out with a dangerous headdrop to him refusing to run the ropes and nearly defeating Otani when he tried to pull out a missile kick. The rest of the match consisted of some of the best transitions into submissions you’ll see, the ease and fluidity making it a breathtaking ground display. Both wrestlers played their parts to perfection with Sakuraba as the fiery and aggressive real deal here to put the faker in his place, while Otani was the competent but a bit overwhelmed pro wrestler trying to beat his opponent at their own game. Otani’s acting can be a bit overdone at times, but today it added tremendously to the legitimacy and danger of the submissions. Maybe his spitting and frothing at the mouth while in Sakuraba’s rear naked choke was a bit much, but that was the sort of intense and dramatic contest they were able to pull off. Sakuraba was a good worker to be certain, but Otani gave a great performance, proving himself the master of the pro wrestler vs. shooter match in spite of his few attempts. Despite being nearly bereft of highspots in the usual junior sense – Otani did hit his swandive missile kick to lead to the finish – the super movement and intense drama made it the most exciting match thusfar by a wide margin ****

CMLL World Welterweight Title Match: Super Delfin (Michinoku Pro) vs. TAKA Michinoku (Michinoku Pro) 16:09. In a sense, every big match should be similar to this one. It may not have been the most solid, diverse, or best thought out match, but they held nothing in reserve. All anyone can ask for is the effort, and there’s no denying these two tried for their best match, emptying the arsenal for near falls. It certainly didn’t hurt that in the process, they delivered the sort of spectacle the audience paid to see. There’s always something to be said for guys who “get it” and even if Liger stole the show as usual, that cliche applies to this match more than any other. TAKA was pretty close to the fastest and most athletic wrestler in the world at this point. It often wasn’t so much what he did, but that when he did it you were blown away by his athleticism. His double springboard plancha, switching from one side of the corner to the other to still catch his hopefully evading opponent, was the crown jewel of many things of beauty in this great high flying Puro-Lucha match. While TAKA & Delfin aren’t the greatest singles wrestlers, they know each other like the back of their hand, so the timing and chemistry made up for some of the missing direction and focus. Delfin was very unselfish here, as though he’s the technico, he knows he can’t match Michinoku’s spectacle and is willing to take a back seat for the good of the match. Maybe I overrate this match, but it was tremendously exciting and it’s hard to argue against it being the best that they were capable of. ****1/2

International Junior Heavyweight Title Match: Ultimo Dragon (WAR) vs. Gran Naniwa (Michinoku Pro) 13:58. Naniwa have the stature to didn’t present enough of a challenge to force Dragon to dig deep, but Dragon still gave an inspired performance, putting his best foot forward in an effort to claim the crown for cream of the junior crop. I seemed to only remember the blown spots - the match nearly fell apart at the end with Naniwa sitting on the top turnbuckle - but overall this was far better than I recalled. Naniwa might not have been on the level of garnering such a big singles match, but the slick counters and quick transitions seemed to show someone forgot to tell him that. They came out like a house on fire trading the advantage through fast lucha sequences, and if Naniwa wasn’t on Dragon’s level throughout, it was more due to Dragon being able to chain holds together on a level few others can approach. Naniwa still looks better with an opponent he’s used to, but while no one will attach the poetry in motion label they’d give Dragon, I felt he at least held up his end. ***3/4

British Junior Heavyweight Title Match: Dick Togo vs. Jushin Thunder Liger 15:56. Liger didn’t book himself into the main event, but flipped the bird to anyone stupid enough to believe he didn’t deserve it, ascending Dick Mania to the match quality heavens. Though Togo became a great singles wrestler later on, he’s rarely if ever approached this level of brilliance. What’s more surprising is this may actually be Liger’s most underrated match. He has better ones that are more obscure, but to have one that’s so clearly the standard bearer on a great junior card everyone has seen not be suitably worshipped to even the extent of his arguably lesser and certainly more overshadowed SUPER J-CUP matches against The Great Sasuke on 4/16/94 and Ultimo Dragon on 12/13/95 is more than a bit puzzling. They shot out of the block with several big spots before settling into the body of the match with Liger attacking Togo’s left arm unmercifully. Liger was as proficient with his arm attack as he is with his usual knee attack, mixing nasty spots such as running a chickenwinged Togo into the turnbuckle with surprising ones such as allowing a nearly defeated Togo to slowly crawl to the ropes and begin to pull himself up only to take a diving footstomp to the arm holding the rope then slap on the armbar. I’m not sure what’s more impressive, the sheer diversity of a match where Liger is able to leave his arm attack whenever it’s to his advantage while actually gaining momentum for it due to finding such clever and effective ways to always bring it back in or the fact that the super over king of the juniors is so malevolent he actually babyfaces king Dick! The best way to describe the offense is probably surgical, but I never want to give doctors too much credit. Liger’s offense was mostly of the precision high impact variety, but since Togo wasn’t playing heel he was able to revert back to the flying he used to display when he was Sasuke’s Sekigun buddy SATO. There were certainly enough aerial moves interspersed, highlighted by a sequence where Togo did a senton atomico to the floor then bounded off the apron for a huracanrana only to get splatted with a powerbomb. Togo probably needed to push Liger a little more than he was able/allowed to, but he sold really well, and Liger did a great job of carrying him to a match of the year candidate. ****3/4

IWGP Junior Heavyweight Title Match: The Great Sasuke (Michinoku Pro) vs. Black Tiger 16:54. New Japan has been known to deliver some inexplicable nothing big show main events where you have to wonder if the performers were on drugs, or simply drugged to offer so little after so many high level matches. The Shinya Hashimoto vs. Masahiro Chono headliner to the amazing 4/2/95 Shukan Puroresu multipromotional show is an example, but this poorly constructed headscratcher may take the cake. Here you have two hall of fame wrestlers in arguably the biggest match of their great careers acting as if it were the 3rd match on some obscure Okinawa house show rather than delivering the needed showstopping main event to justify the rare juniors only show. I’m hardly Mr. Highspot, but even I was falling asleep during their undistilled opening that consisted of 11 straight minutes of largely pointless matwork. Tiger attacked arm and leg to little effect, trying to bring the arm back a few times in the final minutes to just as immeasurably small reaction. The beginning was so slow and uninspiring that even when they went to 6 minutes of mostly great spots, the match never seemed to fire or inspire. Sure, it’s impressive to see Sasuke’s rider kick, but this was almost as bad a match as they were capable of having. They not only worked poorly together, bringing surprising sloppiness, but what was so disturbing is they mainly just stalled. **

We are looking for one girl and one guy to play in the fall/winter coed volleyball league at Casperkill (directions are available here <a href="http://www.casperkillcamp.com/contact_us_directions.htm" rel="nofollow">http://www.casperkillcamp.com/contact_us_directions.htm</a>). We play once a week on Wednesday night at either 5:30, 6:35, 7:40, or 8:45 (the middle two times are the most common) from late October to mid February. Cost is roughly $60. The team has generally been competent to good players in their 20s-30s, but we've had every age at one point or another. Please contact LigerRules@aol.com if interested.

K-1 WORLD GP 2008 IN SEOUL -FINAL16- 9/27/08 Seoul, Korea Olympic Gymnasium-1


Opening Fight: Zabit Samedov vs. Fabiano Da Silva 3R. Samedov overpowed Da Silva when they stood toe to toe, but Da Silva did a good job of darting in and out, and utilizing kicks from odd angles. In a sense, Samedov seemed a good opponent for Da Silva because he’s a very straightforward and orthodox foe, but his size and strength advantages forced Da Silva to almost completely rely on his creativity. As the fight progressed, Samedov pressed Da Silva more to eliminate the distance that allowed him to kick and select his moment to enter and exit the pocket. It was a fairly entertaining fight, but in the end Da Silva simply couldn’t stop Samedov from imposing his will upon him. Above average match.

K-1 WORLD GP 2008 FINAL 16:

Ruslan Karaev vs. Chalid Die Faust 2R 2:30. Exciting action packed slugfest, just throwing bombs back and forth until someone’s body gave way. Karaev stormed Chalid at the bell and was dominating him for the first minute and a half, only to be dropped by a short right counter. Die Faust became the aggressor in the second half of the round, backing a much more tentative Karaev. Karaev came out for the second with renewed vigor, landing a couple good straights, but The Fist fired back with bombs of his own. Just after the tempo slowed, Karaev connected with an overhand right followed by an uppercut for the knockdown. Karaev’s nose was busted open, but he kept swinging, putting Die Faust down from the cumulative effect. Chalid rolled to his feet and stumbled to the corner, but Karaev unloaded on him after the 8 count. Chalid finally came back with an uppercut and hook just after the ref stopped the fight, so Karaev KO’d him with a right cross as the ref was separating them. Very good match.

Jerome Le Banner vs. Junichi Sawayashiki 3R. A rematch of the ultimate K-1 upset from WORLD GP in YOKOHAMA 3/4/07. Sawayashiki tried to utilize the same style of circling against the ropes, but was unable to get off counter punches when Le Banner stepped in. Le Banner again stalked his prey, but this time he not only pulled the trigger on his punches, he even scored with some solid kicks. Le Banner was on his game and at his most determined, showing no fear and even taunting his opponent to try to embarrass him into attacking. Sawayashiki wasn’t going to stop Le Banner when Le Banner was right, but it would have been nice if he at least tried to slow the Cyborg down. Sawayashiki knew he couldn’t win trading with the Jerome, but really his only offense was landing left outside leg kicks or right inside leg kicks as he circled left, and he wasn’t doing nearly enough damage with them to win the fight. Sawayashiki’s strategy grew increasingly puzzling as he just got further and further behind waiting for an opening that wasn’t appearing. At the end of round 2, Le Banner landed a right high kick as Sawayashiki was circling away and followed it up with punches for the knockdown. Le Banner won a unanimous decision. Below average match.

Ray Sefo vs. Gohkan Saki 4R. Sefo never really played any defense, but he used to be a very explosive striker. Now that he’s older, slower, and too heavy he seems to either go for the early KO as he did in his prime except now he winds up being the one who is stopped quickly or fight the conservative not particularly aggressive style we saw here that ends with him losing a decision. The first round was pretty weak from both men, as Saki failed to capitalize on Sefo’s lack of defense despite Sefo giving him time. Sefo woke up in the second, coming forward and pressuring Saki in an attempt to stay on the offensive. Sefo used his 30 pound weight advantage to make it difficult for Saki to stop his forward momentum. Though Sefo continued backing Saki in the third, Saki began landing regularly, particularly with kicks as Sefo was stepping forward. I had Saki winning the first, Sefo the second, with the third being pretty debatable since both were effective at what they were trying to do though I lean toward Saki. I was glad they sent it into overtime, where Sefo might have been able to steal it, but probably didn’t have the stamina for a final surge, and wound up being too conservative in the later stages. Saki won a unanimous decision. Average match.

Errol Zimmerman vs. Glaube Feitosa 3R. Zimmerman isn’t a good matchup for Feitosa, who is prone to an aggressive inside fighter as the lack of distance takes his kicks away and he’s not a great defender by any means. Feitosa attempted to use his kicks to control the distance, which worked early because he’d come in with a punch combo when Zimmerman backed away. Zimmerman took over in the last 30 seconds of round 1, doubling up on the right hook in the corner then stunning Glaube with a left hook. Feitosa refused to fall, so Zimmerman battered him until the ref called a down when Feitosa stumbled. At the restart, Errol leaped in with a knee that knocked Glaube halfway across the ring, but then the round ended. Zimmerman continued the onslaught early in the second, stunning Feitosa with a straight down the pip but then letting him out of the corner for some unknown reason. Zimmerman worked Feitosa over with hooks and knees, but Feitosa was able to spin off the ropes and take the offensive. Suddenly, Zimmerman turned him with a right hook and pounded on Feitosa against the ropes for the second knockdown. Zimmerman went to town on Feitosa to try to finish it in the second, but Feitosa somehow managed to survive the round. I was surprised by how badly Feitosa was pummeled, but to his credit there was no quit in him. They fought hard, delivering consistently good action, and while Feitosa was usually on the receiving end, he did have his moments. Zimmerman won a unanimous decision. Good match. 

Remy Bonjasky vs. Paul Slowinski 3R. Bonjasky came forward blocking then threw kicks from the inside. Slowinski isn’t nearly as flexible as Bonjasky and is more of an extension leg kicker than a diagonal one, so he wasn’t able to use his low kicks from this distance, and as such was mostly punching right into Remy’s block. The first two rounds weren’t super interesting, but round 3 saw a much higher punch count from both as the fight was close enough they knew they might need to make a statement. This more wide open style boded well for Slowinski, who is more of a brawler. He stunned Bonjasky early with a flurry of punches, sending Bonjasky into blocking mode for a minute or so until he recovered. Slowinski definitely won the third, which was by far the most decisive round, but Bonjasky still got the majority decision for winning the first two. Average match.

Ewerton Teixeira vs. Musashi 3R. Teixeira came forward, but was really looking to counter Musashi. Unfortunately, Musashi gave another uninspiring performance, hardly throwing anything. He was quite content to simply back away, and yellow carded for tying Teixeira up repeatedly. Musashi did have some good one or two punch counters, but never really went on the offensive. Teixeira opened the fight up in the 2nd, hurting Musashi with a big right hand counter in the second then making a big push to finish it. Musashi went down, but it was ruled a slip and time soon expired. Teixeira won ever round. Average fight. 

Badr Hari vs. Hong Man Choi 3R. Hari wanted to take it right to Choi, but wasn’t sure quite how to engage his giant foe. Should he fake his way in or just leap at Hong Man? Choi made Hari’s job easier by not attacking very often. The jab and front kick were open all night, but he’s no Semmy Schilt. Hari began using inside leg kicks to open up an overhand right, but when he tried to follow with a left hook, Choi caught him with a short left for the knockdown. Choi was content to sit on his lead, but Hari circled the ropes in the second, forcing Choi to come forward then stopping to strike him. This strategy was fairly successful, with Hari landing some effective combos compared to more of not much for Choi. Hari unleashed a nasty body attack in the third, using hooks and the occasional middle kick, while utilizing his quickness to evade Choi’s slow replies. After a few minutes of this, Choi was forced to guard his waist, but Hari didn’t have enough time for many of the head punches he was setting up. Choi did little beyond the knockdown, so he was only able to secure one judge, with the other two ruling it a draw. Choi’s side was beat up pretty badly by this time, so he wimped out before the start of the extra round. Above average match.

Peter Aerts vs. Semmy Schilt 3R. Schilt’s fights have been much better of late because everyone brings their A+ game in a desperate attempt to end his reign of terror. Aerts is the second greatest kickboxer in the history of the company, but the grizzled veteran fought as though his entire career was meaningless if he couldn’t overcome this foe. Aerts applied relentless pressure, just plowing forward all night and forcing the big right hand combo finish almost without regard to what Schilt was trying to fire back with. Schilt began to time Aerts and rip the jab, but Aerts was willing to take punishment as long as he diminished distance. Schilt was accurate as ever, landing with most everything he got off, but rarely had the space for his effective front kick, and wasn’t able to get many knees in either because he was usually forced into retreating mode. I felt Aerts edged Schilt in this super intense battle, but even if the fans got what they wanted with Aerts majority decision victory it’s hard to argue against sending it to another round given Schilt’s amazing success the past 4 years. Very good match. 
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DREAM.6 Middleweight Grand Prix 2008 Final ROUND

Andrews Nakahara vs. Dong Sik Yoon R2 0:30. Nakahara may have lost his debut to Kazushi Sakuraba on DREAM 2, but the kyokushin karate master has excellent potential. I’m not sure how consistently he’ll eventually be able to score with his strikes, but he’s very dangerous with his feet, knees, and hands, and unafraid to go for broke with a flashy kick. Sakuraba exposed his ground game, but while Yoon wore the gi and was in full judo mode, the judo master was unable to take advantage of controlling the first round, not really getting anywhere despite a lengthy mount. Nakahara had a gogoplata attempt out of Yoon’s takedown, but couldn’t finish it because his whole upper body was under the ropes. Yoon worked for a mount choke, but Nakahara eventually rolled and stood. He rocked Yoon with hook combos at the start of the second, punching him out on the ground after Yoon’s shot failed. Average match.

DREAM Middleweight Grand Prix 2008 Semifinals:

Gegard Mousasi vs. Melvin Manhoef R1 1:28. Manhoef was caught off guard by Mousasi’s early shot, as the former boxer’s pre-fight hype convinced Manhoef he’d start off trying to strike with him. Mousasi transitioned from front to rear mount until securing a triangle when Manhoef took the top. Manhoef used his exceptional power to scoop Mousasi up and slam him, but was forced to tap almost as soon as he deposited Mousasi on the ground because the slam only made the submission tighter. 

Zelg Galesic vs. Ronaldo Jacare. Jacare is a wizard on the ground who actually has a takedown, which seemed to intimidate Galesic into throwing a risky kick to try to force his way off the ropes before Jacare could shoot. It didn’t work, with Jacare getting a hold of Zelg and slamming him, passing right to side mount. Galesic made a nice move to sweep after Jacare mounted, but was too impatient to begin grounding and pounding, getting caught in a lightning fast armbar as he postured up.

Hideo Tokoro vs. Atsushi Yamamoto 2R. Solid action but not the explosive fight we usually see from Tokoro. Atsushi Yamamoto is a protege of KID Yamamoto, utilizing a similar style where he largely uses his wrestling to keep the fight in standup so he can win with his boxing. Yamamoto showed tremendous accuracy with his strikes. Though mostly scoring with his jab, he put Tokoro down early with a left/right combo and exploded his nose later on. Yamamoto is extremely calm and patient, always seeming to be in control of the fight, but seemed a rather uninteresting fighter to watch because he’s not aggressive enough to finish a fight, offering neither volume nor power. Tokoro was competitive in standup, but wasn’t focusing enough on his kicks and knees, which were scoring when he used them. He missed a koppo kick in round 1, but cut Yamamoto with a rolling heel kick early in the 2nd. Tokoro made a better effort to get the fight to the ground in the second, but wasn’t able to use his slick movement. He did have a good chance for an armbar in the last 90 seconds, but was never able to straighten Yamamoto’s arm, in part because he was jerking close to the elbow rather than the wrist. Average match. 

Hayato “Mach” Sakurai vs. Kuniyoshi Hironaka 2R. Sakurai is a grinding striker, not needing to be super aggressive because he’s such a good counter puncher. He’ll either outscore you, or if it comes down to a shot for a shot, outlast you due to blasting you with his powerful tree trunk legs. Today we saw more of the later, with Hironaka’s legs beginning to give way in the first, though he got the fight to the ground before taking any more low kicks. Hironaka’s takedown was solid and he’s a good puncher, but he just lacks the diversity to really threaten Sakurai. He was lucky to only be warned for stomping Sakurai in the chin, but once Sakurai was back on his feet he used the left body hook effectively, opening up the right hand to the head or more low kicks. Sakurai had Hironaka timed in the second, particularly picking him apart with left hooks. He finally knocked Hironaka down with a left hook late in the round when Hironaka tried to throw a left hook of his own. Sakurai couldn’t beat the clock and finish it on the ground, but he knew he really didn’t need to finish because there was no way the judges could rule against him. Above average match.

Yoshihiro Akiyama vs. Masanori Tonooka R1 6:26. Akiyama has a combination of ridiculous confidence and super control that always makes him appear to be toying with his opponent. He has one of the highest takedown percentages in MMA, in part because he never rushes to get the fight to the ground. Tonooka’s karate should threaten him, but Akiyama never seems the least bit intimidated, almost giving Tonooka the first minute to throw a few punches before dominating the rest of the fight. Once the judoka has you in his grasp, you’ll find yourself on your back, and again Akiyama will be patient using ground and pound to open up the submission. Tonooka actually made it back to his feet once when Akiyama tried an armbar, but it didn’t matter since Akiyama immediately bodylocked him and tripped him up, soon winning with the armbar. Utter supremacy. 

Shinya Aoki vs. Todd Moore R1 1:10. Moore had Yves Edwards & J.Z. Calvan in his corner. Unfortunately, neither showed him how to defend a rear naked choke. Moore gave his back when Aoki clinched, so Aoki monkeyed up and applied the choke for the win. 

Alistair Overeem vs. Mirko Cro Cop R1. Overeem blew a golden opportunity here, as he was making Cro Cop look like an amateur flyweight when he was fighting cleanly. Cro Cop couldn’t keep Overeem off him and once Alistair got ahold of Mirko he overpowered him to the point he was just tossing the Croatian around like a rag doll. He whipped Mirko down from a neck and single underhook grip early, cutting him in the corner of the left eye with ground and pound. Cro Cop tried to be aggressive with his kicking game, but Overeem just caught his feared left high kick and tossed him to the mat then dropped repeated sledgehammers. The round was well in when Overeem began throwing clinch knees. Cro Cop took a few questionable ones before the ref called a brutal low blow that hurt Cro Cop so badly he was still wincing when he finally conceded to trying to continue. Within a minute, Overeem delivered another knee to the nads for a yellow card. Cro Cop was down for several minutes before they finally ruled it a no contest. If I was Cro Cop, I wouldn’t be looking for a rematch anytime soon as he wasn’t even able to phase the big man the few times he even managed to get off.

DREAM Middleweight Grand Prix 2008 Final: Gegard Mousasi vs. Ronaldo Jacare R1 2:15. Jacare was the heavy favorite, and seemed to be going about business with the early takedown. Mousasi’s guard was too tough to pass though, so he disengaged and tried a standing guard pass only to dive into an upkick for the KO. 

DREAM 2

UFC Ultimate Finale 6 12/8/07

Jon Koppenhaver vs. Jared Rollins R3 2:01. Far from the greatest technical fight, but it was a back and forth fight with both men fighting hard and bleeding constantly. Lots of ground striking, with both doing damage as Rollins threw pretty good elbows from the bottom. Koppenhaver was literally leaking blood onto the canvas while on top, which the vampire fans were eating up, as early on the match wasn’t good enough to garner such chants otherwise. Rollins was pummeling Koppenhaver at the end of R2, punching down on him for 20 seconds, but ran out of gas then time to finish him. Koppenhaver avoided Rollins takedown at the start of R3 and landed some big elbows from the top, but quickly gassed resulting in a standup. Rollins then had another chance to finish, defending the takedown with knees including one when Koppenhaver was squatting. Though Rollins was too exhausted for a big flurry, Koppenhaver seemed as if he might be done. Suddenly, Koppenhaver swept Rollins out of nowhere with a Kimura and used a series of short elbows and punches for the stoppage. Good match. 

Clay Guida vs. Roger Huerta R3 0:31. Though both have a wrestling background, it seemed more similar to a wrestler vs. kickboxer match. Huerta is a better striker, using jabs, punch combinations, and kicks. Guida has far more punching power, but lacks any diversity to his arsenal. It really didn’t matter though, as Guida would use his punching to open up the takedowns, which for the first two rounds he attained at will. Every time Huerta would get anything going in standup, Guida put him right on his back. Guida is something of an unorthodox wild man, but he’s also perpetual motion, never resting for a second. Due to his energetic style it was hyper action throughout with regular scrambling and several reversals on the mat. Guida had a rear naked choke attempt near the end of R1, but Huerta turned into guard. Huerta’s striking was more successful in R2, landing a few kicks only to be taken down, and later left/right punch combinations, but Guida bashed him with one punch that did more damage than Huerta’s two before taking him down. After a few good combos by Huerta, he dropped to his knees to stop Guida’s shoot but Guida pulled up and leveled Huerta with a right uppercut then pounced on Huerta with hammerfists. For a second it looked as if Guida had a legitimate chance to win here, but Huerta held him close until he was ready to strike from the bottom, and more importantly kept Guida from passing his guard. Guida had clearly won the first two rounds, and there was no reason to think the third would be any different unless Guida was finally able to finish Huerta. However, Huerta, who was in survival mode at the end of R2, quickly turned the fight at the start of R3. Guida came out punching to open up his requisite takedown, but Huerta landed a left middle kick. Huerta tried to follow with a big left high kick, but as usual Guida shot after being hit. In a major case of bad timing, Guida dropped his face right into the kicking Huerta’s knee. Huerta charged in with another far less damaging knee, sending already stunned Guida into desperation shooting mode. With Guida on his knees, Huerta spun out of his failed shot, took his back, and went right into the rear naked choke for the great comeback win. Very good fight. 
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JWP UWA World Wrestling Commercial Tape 1990 Korea

Itsuki Yamazaki & Miki Handa vs. Plum Mariko & Hikari Fukuoka 10:40. Yamazaki basically stepped aside and let the younger wrestlers do their thing. They ran around a lot, but didn’t use their better moves, which, along with the shorter matches, are the trademarks of the shows JWP put on in foreign countries. Mariko, who works as hard as anyone in the league, still put forth a good effort. Fukuoka gave another sloppy performance. *1/2

Mayumi Ozaki & Yukari Osawa vs. Rumi Kazama & Harley Saito 12:39. Kazama gave one of her best performances of the year, looking sharp with striking sequences built out of avoiding her opponent’s blows. Saito showed confidence and maturity, stepping up to carry the match. The slick strike sequences between Kazama & Saito were quite impressive. Ozaki was in all out heel mode, busting Harley open with double teaming in the corner then repeatedly punching Saito to squeeze every drop out. While Ozaki & Osawa were effective, I wanted to see a few minutes of Ozaki actually wrestling Harley before the finish, rather than her and Osawa basically doing a competent version of Mad Dog Military bloodletting. They had a chance to deliver a very good match, but did a fluke schoolboy finish rather than expanded beyond the body. **1/2

Devil Masami & The Scorpion vs. Shinobu Kandori & Mami Kitamura 8:48. Masami & Scorpion were JWP’s best team at this point, and even though the match was too short, this was the prime example of what made them so good. Masami & Scorpion were certainly in top form, working well individually and together, including Scorpion using Masami’s back as a horse to do a diving body attack off. Kandori deserves a lot of credit here, as with a young scrub her tendency is to be the one man show, setting herself apart from the others, but she was very much a part of this match. Her selling was really good, making Devil and even Scorpion’s offense seem more painful and impactful than it actually was. One funny spot saw Kandori unmask Scorpion... only to reveal another mask. ***

UWA Joshi International Title: Miss A vs. Eagle Sawai 9:39. Though A still threw a diving elbow in, this was the type of slower, higher impact match Eagle & Kansai would became associated with in later years. A really seemed closer to discovering the wrestler she would be in this match than probably any other from 1990. She has better offense, but their ring work is pretty equal at this point as this might have been Eagle’s peak year. They condensed the match for Korea as expected, but they took out most of the weardown rather than the highlights. A attacked Eagle’s knee and Eagle came back with some brawling, but after that it was mostly good moves, at least for the period. They were well matched and gave you the quality of wrestling they were capable of, but it was still a slight disappointment because even though you knew it wouldn’t last too long, you figured they’d give you another couple of minutes. ***

K-1 DREAM.4 Middleweight Grand Prix 2008 2nd ROUND 6/15/08 Kanagawa Yokohama Arena

DREAM Lightweight Grand Prix 2nd Round: Shinya Aoki vs. Kazuhiko Nagata R1 5:12. An even greater mismatch than expected, as Aoki was able to take the Olympic Greco Roman silver medallist down twice, with ease. Nagata had no mount defense, basically just lying around. Aoki is an incredibly patient fighter to begin with, but with no threat coming from Nagata, once he got mount he essentially just waited for a submission to open up. It was considerably dull, but it did finish with a bang, as in one of the great submissions of the year, Aoki actually took Nagata out with a gogoplata from mount. Poor match.

Alistair Overeem vs. Tae Hyun Lee R1 0:36. Lee is a jobber, I mean a sumo champion competing in just his third MMA match. Overeem hurt himself at the outset with a right low kick, but it didn’t matter as he proceeded to connect with a left/right hook and knee for the KO. 

Ralek Gracie vs. Alavutdin Gadzhiyev R1 3:02. Gadzhiyev has been using his punching power to run through the competition in Pancrase in record time, but seemed nervous here, hesitant to even counter punch. Gracie’s standup consisted of a left front kick to get inside for the takedown attempt. Once Gracie succeeded in taking Gadzhiyev down into side mount he switched to full and quickly took him out with the armbar. Gadzhiyev continued fighting after he tapped, rolling into Gracie’s guard in case the ref forgot he tapped or something.

Hideo Tokoro vs. Darren Uyenoyama 2R. Tokoro is the most exciting ground fighter in MMA, chaining submissions together at record speed. He put Uyenoyama down with a big knee to the head then within about 20 seconds had tried a Kimura, triangle, omoplata, and armbar. He’d rather lie on his back than exchange, but his standup is greatly improved. In addition to the knee to the head, he hurt The Bone Cruncher twice with punch combos, and buckled him with a knee to the breadbasket. Uyenoyama was a tough fighter, having all Tokoro’s submission attempts scouted and landing several solid but not stunning blows, particularly dropping punches down. There were some lulls in the action, but it was an explosive fight that Uyenoyama was always in even if he lacked anything decisive to mark down in his column. Tokoro won a unanimous decision. Very good match.

DREAM Middleweight Grand Prix 2008 2nd Round:

Gegard Mousasi vs. Dong Sik Yoon 2R. Really good first round with Mousasi utilizing his diverse strike attack on Yoon. Mousasi was chopping Yoon down for the first 8 minutes, chipping away with knees to the thighs while he had his back standing then bringing low kicks. Yoon came into the fight with a wrap on the lead leg, and with the beating Mousasi was putting on the weak area, it wasn’t surprising the Korean was walking gingerly before the first round was half over. Mousasi got the clinch and drove a knee to the breadbasket then surprised Yoon with one that sent his head flying back for the knockdown. Mousasi is quite a competent ground fighter, having submitted Denis Kang in the first round at DREAM.2, but having already succeeding in turning his opponent into the gimp, it made no sense to enter the domain of the judo bronze medallist. Though Yoon does have good punching power, he’d only win in standup on a fluke KO as he lacks the variety, technique, and footwork of his opponent. On the ground though, he was able to try a leg lock and armbar, the later of which he fully extended with 36 seconds left, though Mousasi immediately rolled through. The drama quickly dissipated in the second with Mousasi having rear mount and punching Yoon in the back of the head repeatedly to try to set up the rear naked choke. The ref kept begging for action, but wouldn’t stand them up when Mousasi had back control with a figure 4 body lock, so the beating continued for the entire dull round. Mousasi won a unanimous decision. Above average match due to the second round spoiling the very good first round. 

Zelg “Benkei” Galesic vs. Taiei Kin R1 1:05. They struggled to throw each other over their hip, with Galesic gaining the advantage. For some reason, probably just a (bad) reflex reaction, Kin stuck his arm out to brace his fall. All the weight of both men just snapped his elbow back against the joint at around a 40 degree angle. Everyone cringed except for Kin, who was actually smiling as he walked around with his arm in a sling. 

Ronaldo Jacare vs. Jason Miller 2R. Miller is more experienced and has a few good wins, but I was surprised he was favored in this fight. I’d go with the alligator over the rooster any day. Seriously, Miller has all the talent to win this match, but he seems to lack the will to impose it. He’s content to just go along with Jacare, clowning around to entertain the crowd, but while he has the counters, he’s trigger shy. Jacare has less options, but more focus; he has the will to impose his game while Miller seems to lack the intensity and mental toughness. Anytime you have a BJJ expert that actually has a takedown, he’ll be a force, and Jacare was able to drop Miller almost at will despite Miller’s wrestling prowess. Miller’s big standup advantage was rarely displayed, as Jacare would get it right to the ground and force Mayhem to defend heel hooks and chokes. It was a good fight because both could immediately answer the other. For instance, Miller swept as soon as Jacare mounted, but Jacare caught a heel hook, which Miller stood out of after giving a thumbs up to signal the submission didn’t have him in danger. Jacare had a rear naked choke later, but couldn’t quite get it in deep enough, so he shifted to a mount choke, but still there was nothing doing. It was a real back and forth match, but Jacare had repeated takedowns and submission attempts, while Miller had very little actual offense. Miller’s big submission attempt was trying to jump into a guillotine, but Jacare wouldn’t allow Miller to hook his neck, so he fell to the mat by himself, giving Jacare control. Miller returned serve well, but it seemed like a handicap match where Jacare was allowed to serve every game. Jacare won a unanimous decison. Good match.

Kazushi Sakuraba vs. Melvin Manhoef R1 1:30. The toughest opponents for Sakuraba are big strikers, especially when they are more powerful. He’s lost to Wanderlei Silva 3 times, Mirko Cro Cop, and Igor Vovchanchyn. Sakuraba didn’t fire away like he did in the Silva fights, he made Manhoef attack, not that Melvin has ever minded that. As in his DREAM.3 match with Dae Won Kim, Manhoef showed patience. He only threw a meaningless jab in the first minute, but was able to back Sakuraba into the ropes through the threat and intimidation of his strikes. Then he unloaded a big right high kick, and Sakuraba identified it, but it seemed to go right through his arm block. Manhoef didn’t blow Sakuraba away with his subsequent flurry of punches and hammerfists so much as he didn’t allow him to play any defense. He did a great job of keeping Sakuraba away from his body and legs while he was flurrying against the ropes, pushing him off rather than carelessly attacking then dragging him to the center and getting side control to pound him out.

Dream 2, 3

K-1 DREAM.3 Lightweight Grand Prix 2008 2nd ROUND 5/11/08 Saitama Super Arena

Takeshi Yamazaki vs. SHOJI 2R. SHOJI did more damage when he had the opportunity, but Yamazaki controlled the majority of the fight. SHOJI had good punching power, but was overly aggressive in standup, which got him in trouble against a ground fighter with the ability to get the fight to his domain. Yamazaki’s ground and pound was weak, using slapping hammerfists, but he’s more of a submission fighter. He seemed to have an armbar available during an early mount, but waited so long trying to distract SHOJI with punches that it disappeared. Yamazaki finally caught SHOJI’s arm late in round 1, but SHOJI seemed to have a rubber arm; he was not only able to escape but came right back using it to punch. Most of SHOJI’s offense came out of reversals and escapes, his defense keeping him in the match after his offensive attempts put him in a bad position. There was no doubt that Yamazaki was going to win the decision, but SHOJI showed enough power and ability to counter that you always felt he was capable of finishing the fight. Above average match. 

Middleweight Grand Prix 1st Round: Jason Miller vs. Katsuyori Shibata R1 6:57. Squash. Miller knew Shibata was no match, goofing around early and not going all out for the quick finish. About the only thing Shibata has going for him is that he’s unorthodox, but once he gets put on his back he’s lost, and you knew that would occur whenever Miller felt like it. Neither were moving much once Miller mounted, with Mayhem seeming to hope the ref would stop the fight without him having to do anything. Miller faired much better from side mount, hooking Shibata’s arm under his knee so he couldn’t defend the head then smashing his face with the knee. Miller’s punches and big knees from crucifix gashed Shibata’s face. Miller switched back to full mount, and this time he threw a series of punches, allowing the ref to step in. I thought he was The Orange Rooster, but after the fight Miller announced he was actually a demon, ghost, and super monkey. Poor match.

Middleweight Grand Prix Reserve Match: Melvin Manhoef vs. Dae Won Kim R1 4:08. Surprising start with Kim taking the fight to a shockingly patient Manhoef. Kim had enough punching ability to make Manhoef respect his hands, and thus open up the takedown. He controlled the early portion, but was sloppy transitioning to side mount, allowing Manhoef to stand out. Kim immediately pulled guard to try a triangle, but Manhoef wasn’t fooled, and immediately finished him off with a huge knee from side mount. Better than the usual Manhoef, as his opponent was confident and assertive.

Daisuke Nakamura vs. Bu Kyung Jong R2 1:05. Consistently high quality action with really slick matwork and nice submission attempts from these quick, explosive lightweights. Nakamura, a student at Kiyoshi Tamura’s U-FILE CAMP, tried several leg locks. Jong had a nice leg trip, but Nakamura reversed into a heel hook. Round 2 started spectacularly with Nakamura doing a Kimura takedown into a cross armbar, but Jong escaped immediately and let Nakamura up. This was quite a questionable decision, as while Nakamura seemed to try harder for the submission win, he had the reach advantage and had already proved to have good snap on his punches. Sure enough, Nakamura quickly KO’d Jong, connecting with a right cross while Jong was throwing a left hook. Very good match.

Welterweight Championship Match: Nick Diaz vs. Katsuya Inoue R1 6:45. Diaz is a tough fighter to deal with if you aren’t a great striker because he’s a relentless attacker with a big reach and a great deal of variety. He was doing a great job of working the body, but Inoue was able to suck him into exchanges. Though Diaz was winning the round with his active stalking style, quickly busting Inoue’s nose open, Inoue was hanging with him when he could turn it into a brawl, answering well with left hooks. In the second half of the round, Diaz’s blows and pressure began to take their toll, and he got some more power punches through, wobbling Inoue with a couple big straights. Inoue seemed out of it, but refused to go down, so his corner eventually threw the towel in. Above average match.

Lightweight Grand Prix 2nd Round: 

Tatsuya Kawajiri vs. Luis Buscape 2R. A rematch from PRIDE Bushido 8 7/17/05, yielding another decision win for Kawajiri, though this time more decisive. Though Buscape didn’t secure a judge today, it was once again a tough back and forth battle. Control was fairly even, shifting like a pendulum, but Kawajiri did more damage and Buscape wasn’t able to get any near submissions. He tried to drop into a heel hook early, but it only resulted in Kawajiri taking control. Kawajiri stunned Buscape with a right hook, but Buscape was able to reel him into his guard and take a break. Kawajiri eventually stood up to free himself and began delivering his signature ground and pound, only to have Buscape sneak out the back. Buscape played pretty good defense, but Kawajiri wasn’t falling for anything, and sooner or later he puts a beating on his opponent. In this case, he bloodied Buscape’s nose in the second with his ground and pound. Above average match.

Eddie Alvarez vs. Joachim Hansen 2R. Alvarez seems to get better with each fight, outstriking and outwrestling a very determined and game Hansen in a tremendously fast-paced contest. Alvarez was usually in control, but Hansen showed greatly improved offense from his back, and was able to transition to the top a few times. An inch here or there and Hansen could have come out on top. Twice they connected simultaneously with right hands, and both times Hansen found himself falling to the canvas. Alvarez had a handful of takedowns in the first round alone, including catching Hansen’s Thai knee and putting him on his back. Hansen recovers so quickly from each setback and keeps coming at you though. He had a takedown to start the second, but Alvarez popped right back up. Hansen tried several submissions in the second, with Alvarez rolling though, but Hansen nearly catching him once in the cross armbar anyway. Alvarez landed a couple good shots midround, but Hansen immediately answered, and you could feel the momentum beginning to shift in his favor. Hansen never evened the fight though, and Alvarez came on in the final 30 seconds with a right high kick and three right hands. Alvarez won a unanimous decision. Very good match, the best on the show.

Caol Uno vs. Mitsuhiro Ishida R2 1:39. Uno was on top of his game here, showing a ton of speed, great balance to avoid Ishida’s takedowns, and perpetual head movement to keep from getting punched. Uno had the reach advantage, and did an excellent job of getting his own strikes in while keeping Ishida just out of range. The fight started slowly, but kicked into high gear after Ishida kicked Uno in the Jimmy with Uno landing a big right hook then busting Ishida’s nose open with an uppercut. Ishida had two takedowns late in the first, showing great skill and quickness in hitting a double leg when Uno was approaching with a punch combo. Ishida had back control, but in a flash Uno rolled into mount, took Ishida’s back, and choked his kneeling opponent out without even needing the hooks. Very good match.

EliteXC Return of the King 6/14/08 Honolulu, Hawaii Blaisdell Center

Rafael Feijao vs. Wayne Cole R1 2:47. Feijao got into MMA as a training partner of Antonio Rodrigo Nogueira, and is now part of Anderson Silva’s camp. Cole was an All American wrestler, but former heavyweight Feijao had a strong base and controlled the clinch game with draining knees to the lead leg and big Silva style Thai knees. Once Feijao got a clean clinch knee through to Cole’s face he was able to flurry for the victory. MMA’s worst interviewer Bill Goldberg told Feijao to just watch the replay of his win with him because his English was too lousy, but Feijao made Goldturd look like the ass he’s always been by proceeding to walk him through it.

Dave Herman vs. Ron Waterman R1 2:19. EliteXC’s heavyweight division is so bad they need a 42-year-old who sucked in his prime, if he ever had one. Waterman allowed Herman’s striking to open up one of his fruitless takedowns, but Herman was up twice before H2O was able to lay on him long enough to emit enough CO2 to form carbonic acid. Herman made his big impression with a jumping high kick that was more of a grazing blow, leading to another shot from Waterman. Rather than defend the takedown, Herman simply battered the back and side of his head with elbows. Waterman was strong before these mostly illegal blows - the knot on the back of his head being a good indication at least some were unfair – but quickly wilted and was pounded out after taking a big knee while on all fours. Referee Chris West didn’t even issue a warning, and since Herman could be a new star of EliteXC’s wretched heavyweight division by default so they conveniently skipped showing the blows that caused the actual damage in the post match replay.

Murilo Rua vs. Tony Bonello R1 3:15. Bonello did his best to turn this into the thugresu EliteXC tries to promote, not settling for the simple staredown during the ref’s instructions but also regularly swearing at Rua. Ninja ignored him, answering with an early takedown where he landed several punishing elbows from the crucifix. Rua could have submitted his “opposition” but really put a beating on the punk instead. Bonello refused to give up despite having so little ground defense Mauro Ranallo equated him to a Crash Test Dummy, but eventually the ref stepped in. I didn’t think anything short of the Yamma could be worse than EliteXC’s Street Certified, but this collection of jobber matches that are far shorter than their lame WWE style ring entrances and only designed to set up the matches they are going to promote one way or another was actually even more useless. This match was worthwhile only to see the jackass get his comeuppance, but Bonello’s shenanigans are the kind of impress the 10 year old crap they are trying to promote so you can bet he’ll be back to deliver several more pitiful performances. If he loses enough and is willing to gain weight, maybe he’ll even get to put Kimbo over.

Nick Diaz vs. Muhsin Corbbrey R3 3:59. Diaz fought his typical fight, using his reach advantage to wear Corbbrey down with perpetual punches. Corbbrey showed very good head movement to evade, and actually landed some hard counter punches, but he simply wasn’t active enough. Diaz didn’t have much luck when he did try for the takedown, but was able to pepper Corbbrey’s body from the clinch and land a nice clinch elbow. Frustrated by how defense oriented Corbbrey was, Diaz began taunting him. Diaz finally spun Corbbrey down into side mount late in round 2 to secure a 2-0 lead on activity and aggression. Putting an end to the kickboxing portion, Diaz hit the same takedown to start the third and tried for a Kimura and armbar. After landing several blows, Diaz faked the Kimura to mount and pounded Corbbrey out. Above average match. 

EliteXC Lightweight Championship Match: KJ Noons vs. Yves Edwards R1 0:48. Huge disappointment! Edwards came in with a punch combo, landing a good right hand. He tried to capitalize by following with another combo, but got drilled on the chin with a right hand counter and pounded out with elbows. Edwards was hurt and disgusted with his performance, but Goldberg forced him to stand next to Noons even though he really didn’t have anything to say to him. Lucky they are longtime friends who have nothing but respect for each other. Rather than end on a rare note of class, then they were back to their lame pro wrestling promoting with Nick Diaz coming into the ring to challenge, saying KJ was scared of him. Noons was calm, but his dad incited Diaz’s entourage, leading to a lame skirmish where heel Diaz ran away, but had the courage to flip the faces off... when he was halfway back to the locker room.

WEC 30 9/5/07 Las Vegas, Nevada Hard Rock Hotel & Casino

Jeff Bedard vs. Miguel Torres R1 2:30. Bedard had the early takedown, setting off a struggle for cage positioning. While Bedard was trying to slide Torres back into the cage, Torres triangled him for the win. 

Bryan Baker vs. Jesse Forbes R1 4:15. Really exciting short fight with Forbes hurting Baker almost immediately with several good punches then taking him down. Forbes tried to finish with the guillotine, but Baker scooped him and planted him with a Michinoku driver II type maneuver! After a series of reversals, Forbes captured Baker’s back and tried for the rear naked choke then the armbar, but once Baker took control it was all but over due to Forbes ground defense being non existent. Baker passed into side then full mount and pounded away until Forbes surrendered his back, but Forbes was too woozy to make any further moves so Herb Dean stopped it before he took too many punches. Good match.

Brian Stann vs. Jeremiah Billington R1 3:07. Another boring episode of Stann vs. the jobber. This time they found a 195 pounder who tries to fight light heavyweight. The jarhead easily overpowered him, manhandling him in the clinch where he delivered big knees then releasing to throw punches. Billington couldn’t get the takedown but didn’t want to stand with Stann, not that it mattered as Stann soon got the stoppage dropping punches onto his downed opponent.

Blas Avena vs. Joe Benoit R1 0:29. Benoit ducked a few punches and shot, but Avena guillotined him. The majority of the fight was the process of Benoit falling to sleep, losing his balance and falling into Avena’s closed guard being the beginning of the end.

WEC Bantomweight Championship Match: Chase Beebe vs. Rani Yahya 5R. Yahya got the fight to the ground by whatever means available, but since he has no takedown he wasn’t able to throw his vast arsenal of submissions from a controlling position. The 2007 66kg Abu Dhabi champion not only moves extremely well on the ground, but also has one of the best arsenals of sweeps and submissions in MMA. It’s truly a pleasure watching this smooth and slick ground master roll around on the mat. For a round or more you can’t even punch Yahya because his pressure from the bottom is so relentless, but Beebe is a supremely conditioned grinder who expects to go the distance. Yahya nearly submitted Beebe with a kneebar in the first minute, and threw around 10 other submissions at Chase in the tremendous first round alone, but Beebe’s confidence never wavered. He’s a great defender, identifying quickly and using an MMA version of his wrestling based leverage to maintain a dominant position. However, his biggest strength is mental toughness, simply tyrannizing his opponent into a state of utter demoralization. If your inability to beat him with your best stuff, whether Yahya’s round long flurry of submissions or Eddie Wineland’s strikes in the first round of their title fight at WEC 26 3/24/07, isn’t frustrating enough, Beebe actually seems to get stronger with each round. Yahya won round 1 as he was able to utilize his favorite half guard sweep, but Beebe quickly learned his tricks, stabilizing position and settling into his cool, calm, and collected modus operandi, utilizing some ground and pound but not forcing anything. Beebe had the figure 4 bodylock in round 2 and 3, and though Yahya’s submission defense is excellent, Beebe had several minute stretches of squeezing the wind out of him and pounding away at Yahya’s bloody face. Yayha would still find a strong minute burst at the start of each round, but Beebe was so strong with so much cardio he always held up to Yahya’s surges and wound up on top either by outwrestling him or outlasting him. The match was a little predictable after the first round, but round 1 was super and Yahya’s submission skill was so apparent that you always believed he could catch Beebe. Beebe won a unanimous decision. Excellent match.

WEC Lightweight Championship Match: Rob McCullough vs. Richard Crunkilton R1 1:29. Crunkilton decided he was going to stand with McCullough early to open up the takedown later. That strategy should have lasted about 10 seconds, but Crunkilton simply allowed McCullough to unleash one lethal right hand after another. After the second knockdown he finally grabbed McCullough, but going high and outmuscling McCullough isn’t likely to get the job done even if you are fresh. Once Crunkilton released, McCullough threw one big right hand after another until Herb Dean stopped it following the third knockdown. A frustrating match because I though Crunkilton would at worst give McCullough serious resistance. 

It’s Showtime/K-1 4/26/08 Amsterdam, Holland Amsterdam ArenA

Sem Braan vs. Alexandro Cosmo 3R. Cosmo was too quick and athletic from Braan. He did a nice job of slipping Braan’s punch and firing back with a fast blow. Cosmo was such a counter puncher that he never took over the fight even though it seemed he could have. Braan was active and aggressive, and I guess the judges where impressed by the way he pressed forward. Neither fighter hurt each other, but Cosmo certainly landed with more consistency than Braan. Braan won a decision. Average match.

Perry Ubeda vs. Stephen Tapilatu R5. One-sided fight with Ubeda stalking Tapilatu, keeping him on the defensive. He was the much better boxer, and once he closed the distance Tapilatu wasn’t able to throw his kicks. When Tapilatu wanted to throw a kick, he’d usually switch to side stance. Though kicks were Tapilatu’s primary weapon, he didn’t have much on them. They were designed to keep Ubeda away, but Ubeda had little trouble getting inside and working the body with punch combos. Tapilatu’s nose was busted up, and Ubeda knocked him down in the third with a punch combo in the corner. Finally, Ubeda landed a middle kick then brought it to the head for the KO. Average match.

Gokan Saki vs. Paul Slowinsky R1. Dominant performance by undersized underdog Saki, upsetting a top 10 K-1 fighter whose career seemed to be on the rise. Saki was getting off quick and mixing his blows well, connecting with almost everything he threw, many of which had good zip on them. He stunned Slowinsky with a punch combo then followed with another fore the knockdown. Slowinsky knew he was in a fight, and increased his concentration, but still had no answer for Saki’s precision blows. Saki soon stunned Slowinsky with a left hook then KO’d him with another. 

Chris Ngimbi vs. Georgio Petrosyan 3R. Petrosyan is a very quick fighter who kept his distance, throwing roundhouses then darting in when the opening presented itself. Ngimbi is a good athlete, but Petrosyan largely made him look silly, as the space Georgio kept allowed him enough time to evade the majority of what Ngimbi threw at him. Ngimbi stopped fighting after taking a left hook, so Petrosyan was credited with a knockdown. Petrosyan won a unanimous decision. Average match.

Joerie Mes vs. Nieky Holzken R2. Mes would throw a hook to close the distance then land a clinch knee. Mes was winning the fight until Holzken scored a flash knockdown in the second with a right straight that caught Mes off guard. Mess seemed more determined, but Holzken weathered his attack and dropped him with a spinning hook kick for a second knockdown. Holzken smelled blood and kept backing Mes into the corner, soon landing a spinning high kick for the 3rd knockdown. Above average match.

Buakaw Por Pramuk vs. Faldir Chabari 3R. Chabari tried to utilize his reach advantage, but Buakaw walked right through his jab. Pramuk kept moving forward, backing Chabari with front kicks, roundhouse kicks, and jabs then pounding the body with punch combos. Pramuk was really pushing Chabari around, and time and time again Chabari would wind up stuck in the ropes covering while his opponent unleashed a barrage. Easy decision win for Pramuk. Average match.

Warren Stevelmans vs. Drago 3R. Good fast-paced match. As soon as one kickboxer finished their combo the other would fire back with a combo of their own. The first round was pretty even, but Drago’s combos were even faster than Stevelmans, and he was scoring with his low kick finishes. Though the combos were high level, the defense was on par with the offense. The main difference is that as the bout progressed, Drago was able to keep Stevelmans’ on the defensive more and more because he could get off quicker. Drago won a unanimous decision. Good match.

EliteXC Saturday Night Fights - Primetime 5/31/08 Newark, NJ Prudential Center

The more mainstream anything gets, the more it becomes unskilled, generic, predictable, pussified crap. If you waited 15 years anticipating MMA to make it’s national TV debut in the US, well, you still didn’t really get it. Sure, there were five fights under the banner of MMA, but they practically could have taken place in K-1’s kickboxing division, and even though a few of them were good they did nothing to display the beauty of mixed martial arts. If anything, they set the sport back 15 years to the days of Bob Meyerwitz promoting streetfighters in boxing matches, except now the bloodsport is stopped for some ridiculous reason once the juice flows. Swelling under the eye is even too much too allow someone fight through, and there’s no need to actually let them get knocked down, as we can stop the fight first assuming it’s maybe about to happen. 

We could dream about a main event that would showcase the most skilled fighters to teach new fans what MMA is all about, a Fedor Emelianenko vs. Antonio Rodrigo Nogueira or B.J. Penn vs. Takanori Gomi - I’d gladly even settle for the doable Nick Diaz vs. Yves Edwards - but instead we got a fight that a year ago would have been more apt to have taken place in someone’s backyard. Seriously, it’s more likely that a debt collector would battle a street fighter over missed car payments than in the main event of, in some ways, the biggest MMA show of all time. And that’s not even taking into account that said debt collector is the most infamous Glass Jaw in MMA history, a man who couldn’t even beat Butterbean, and actually “earned” his slot in the main event by losing his previous match to the green opening match heavyweight Brett Rogers in less than 2 ½ minutes.  Nor is it considering that said streetfighter has only two fights under his belt, one over a guy who gave up before the bout even started, and another over a man that had won 3 of his last 13 fights and is old enough to be the father of most of the fighters on the card. All this show was missing was Emmanuel Yarborough vs. a midget. The way this show went down, you might be able to convince me they contacted Peter Dinklage to fight Yarborough, but he was still too pissed about the freak show exploitation of Steve Buscemi forcing him to hold the apple.

Brett Rogers vs. John Murphy R1 1:01. Murphy is one of those people who tries to exploit God for brownie points. Maybe if he prays hard enough, God will grant him some footwork. Rogers is super green, but when you fight a counterpuncher who is too uncoordinated to position himself into discovering the distance you can get away with simply swinging for the fences. A couple of good punches from Rogers and the fight was stopped. 

Joe Villasenor vs. Phil Baroni R1 1:11. Villasenor transitioned from boxing to MMA, so he’s not the fighter you want to slug it out with. Ever the strategist, The New York Needle Ass got an early takedown catching a high kick, but quickly let Villasenor up after a few punches because some actual ground fighting might get him relegated back to the Showtime shows. Villasenor quickly backed Baroni with a left hook then applied the guillotine against the fence, releasing after sucking some life from Baroni to take him out with strikes. 

Gina Carano vs. Kaitlin Young 2R. As long as the women actually have the time to train, their fights are usually good because they are essentially quick energetic featherweights or bantamweights. Carano’s other commitments only allowed her 3 weeks to train, and you come off pretty lame when your nickname is Conviction but you come in 4 ½ pounds overweight for a bout in the 140 pound division (that’s over 3% too heavy), but even out of shape she was obviously far more a fighter than the main eventers. A few brief ground segments, but essentially they stuck to their muay thai strengths. Young had nice low kick counters, but would also regularly attack with both front and middle kicks and Thai knees. She kept the pace high trying to gas Carano, and was succeeding to the extent you can when your opponent regularly gets off first, but Carano hurt her with a punch in the middle of the second to turn the fight decidedly into her favor. Young was able to clinch and knee the first time she was hurt, assisted by the fact Carano lacked the tank to punch her out, but Carano quickly hurt her again with a left straight while Young was trying to land a right, and it was all downhill for Young. Carano again let Young off the hook, but hurt her again 15 seconds later with an overhand right. Young was basically out on her feet, allowing Carano to take advantage of her big front kick for the knockdown then eventually cinch the rear naked choke. In a dramatic closing, Young held on for more than 10 seconds, refusing to surrender even though the life was being sucked out of her. Young was rewarded for her efforts in surviving the round with a doctor stoppage due to the aforementioned deadly swelling under the eye. So Carano, the fighter deemed the face of the women’s division mostly due to her good looks, gets a ridiculous stoppage victory in a fight where she has nothing left in the tank. Granted Carano was generally impressive and clearly winning the fight, but this was already starting to look like the usual shadiness coming from boxing promoters, which, oh yeah, EliteXC’s Gary Shaw happened to be. Good match.

EliteXC Middleweight Championship: Robbie Lawler vs. Scott Smith R3 3:26. Gruelling standup war. Robbie Lawler has surprised me by evolving into a smart patient warrior who aims to take your will. He used to just blast away for the first round KO, but now he’s very accurate and exacting. He stunned Smith early, but was content to land regularly rather than be drawn into the exchanges he was known for when UFC decided he was going to be the greatest thing since Tank Abbott. Lawler picked Smith apart throughout the first, wobbling him near the end of the round, which resulted in Smith stumbling to his corner. If ref Dan Mirogliotta showed any consistency, he would have served up a terrible stoppage here, but luckily it took him another round and a half to throw his hat into derailing this potential classic. Smith isn’t the type of fighter I generally like, a standup slugger who freely admits to not being particularly sound, but the guy has heart and moxy in spades. You can’t count him out until the fight is over, and as usual he made a comeback. Lawler wasn’t giving in easy, as even Smith’s high kicks only backed Lawler up and his Thai knees were answered by effective dirty boxing. Finally, Smith’s low kicks slowed Lawler, the resultant lessened mobility and activity increasing Smith’s accuracy. This was shaping up to be one of the best fights of the year when Lawler accidentally fingered Smith in the eye trying to defend Smith’s right straight. Smith immediately stopped fighting, telling Mirogliotta he doesn’t want the doctor, he’s alright though he can’t see at the moment. Mirogliotta essentially decided Smith needed the doctor anyway, which is defendable given Smith did admit to temporary blindness, but unfortunately the doctor was clueless. She seemed to begin examining the wrong eye, and ultimately stopped the fight right after Smith told her he was okay, he just needed a little more time (he still had 2 or 3 of his allotted 5 minutes left). Lawler won the first round, Smith won the second round, and the third was up for grabs. Since it’s a five round fight, it needs to go the full three though for a decision to be rendered, so it’s a no contest, forcing shady boxing promoters favorite thing, the rematch. The fight was very good, and probably would have been excellent had it gone to conclusion, but the horrendous “finish” takes it down a notch. Good match.

Kimbo Slice vs. James Thompson R3 0:38. Wrestling promoting doesn’t work in real fighting. You can’t just push someone to the moon because of their look or their name, as  it takes a long time to learn the sport, and in the mean time... They once again found just about the worst possible opponent for Kimbo, a guy who has won 2 of his last 8, and is known for getting KO’d the first time anyone hits him in the jaw. All credit to Thompson as he actually tried to win rather than simply doing his job and throwing bombs for 10 seconds until Kimbo did the does well, land a powerful punch. Thompson may be one of the worst takedown men in the sport, but even trying to shoot over and over again without any setup Kimbo is so terrible he was able to take him down. Thompson may have the worst ground and pound in the sport, or simply have been instructed not to try too hard if you know what I mean, but despite some really pathetic misses and mostly halfhearted connections, he controlled the majority of the fight. 

This was easily the poorest technical match of the year, even by the awful standards of Cage Rage these two didn’t even belong in the opener. Just complete amateur hour with Slice fighting more like a fighter who once glanced at the dust jacket of Bas Rutten’s vaunted book than someone who actually trains with him daily and Thompson making countless mistakes on the ground that even your average BJJ green belt, who would actually have submitted Slice with the Americana in the 1st, would chortle about. The quality of the ground fighting was so unbelievable low the fight appeared to be worked at times, but I think they are just that awkward, uncoordinated, and confused because even beyond the fact neither are workers, with Thompson’s history it would make zero sense to work a bout of any length. Hell, the expectation was that he’d crumble the first time Slice landed a good punch, and a clean, so to speak, KO was what the fans wanted to see from Slice. But controversy abounded in many spots, ultimately leading to the predictable Bob Sapp style bailout that’s the last recourse of the promoter counting on the undeserving. 

The first questionable spot came when Thompson had a standing guillotine that should not have been any danger because Slice’s arm was in the lock. Some people thought Kimbo submitted, but he pretty clearly gave a thumbs up to tell the ref he was okay. What was bizarre is they cut to a shot of the entire arena then, when they cut back, Kimbo had apparently switched so Thompson gave up the hold? Kimbo landed a big left early in round 2 to send Thompson back into perpetual shooting. The attempts were so obvious even Kimbo could defend them, but Kimbo decided to try a guillotine with no body control that gave Thompson the top. Thompson had nothing on his ground and pound and still managed to miss the majority, if for no other reasons than he was tired and Kimbo’s arm was in the way, so Kimbo was bailed out with a standup even though Thompson not only had side control, but was being fairly active if typically ineffective! Slice was rocking Thompson when he got back to his feet, but while wobbly, Glass James not only managed to silence his detractors by staying up, he came right back taking Kimbo down with a nice head inside double. Grasping at straws, Mauro Ranallo tried to claim this was a DDT by Kimbo. Thompson trapped Kimbo against the cage with 1:45 left, and Kimbo didn’t move one iota during the duration because he was clueless of how to improve position. Thompson secured a crucifix with over a minute left and finally landed a series of serious blows – over 50 passable elbows or punches in the segment - with Slice looking like the poster child for not intelligently defending yourself. If any other fighter was trapped in a prone position without defending themselves for even half this amount of time, the fight would have been stopped regardless of the fact they weren’t really being hurt by the blows. Of course, EliteXC has boxed themselves into Kimbo winning making or breaking the promotion, so he’s simply allowed to ride out the round. 

Thompson has the most disgusting cauliflower ear ever, a hanging sack that Mauro Ranallo actually referred to as an “alien life form”. Kimbo used his last bit of energy at the start of the third to try to finish it, exploding the ear with an overhand right and following it up. Thompson was clearly rocked having taken four straight blows, three of which were heavy shots, but though tired and hurt, he still had his hands up and was trying to defend himself. Other than the bloody ear, which the doctor would have to rule on, he was in more or less the same position he was in the previous round he quickly came back to dominate. Of course, knowing Slice was going to lose the decision if enough of the judges were on the level (apparently one actually gave Kimbo the 2nd round), EliteXC was seriously panicking so Mirogliotta earned his bonus by serving up the Sapp stop. Thompson was so disgusted he couldn’t continue to fight his real opponent he took it out on the man who beat him, pushing Mirogliotta’s face. I expected a 20 second farce, but this hideous NBA bailout sham was far more infuriating than Bo Cantrell serving himself up for the slaughter. Who needs Joey Crawford when you get Dan Mirogliotta much cheaper? Worst match of the year candidate!

WEC 31 12/12/07 Las Vegas, NV Hard Rock Hotel & Casino

WEC Light Heavyweight Championship: Doug Marshall vs. Ariel Gandulla R1 0:55. Marshall tried a superman punch, but Gandulla caught him in midair and slammed him. Marshall was setting a triangle up from the moment he hit the canvas, and even if Gandulla is relatively inexperienced, a 39-year-old shouldn’t make the mistake of immediately striking with the arm Marshall needed to clear. Marshall quickly shifted into the armbar for a rare submission win. 

Charlie Valencia vs. Ian McCall R1 3:19. Short but exciting fight. McCall moves well but keeps his left arm too low and his head too still, so Valencia was countering his jab with the right hand. Valencia landed a big right early, but McCall recovered quickly enough to stop the guillotine dead. Later, Valencia put McCall down with a right hook and began to punch from behind, but recognized that McCall’s hips were exposed, delivering an amazing released German suplex that’s probably the most impressive looking suplex I’ve seen in an MMA match. McCall kept scrambling and scrapping, but Valencia finally caught him in the guillotine. Good match. 

WEC Middleweight Championship: Paulo Filho vs. Chael Sonnen R2 4:55. Kind of a bizarre match, beginning and ending with disagreements between Sonnen and the ref. Sonnen slammed Filho early and told the ref his opponent was out, but in what seemed a good call the ref didn’t stop the bout, resulting in Sonnen losing the opportunity to capitalize on north/south position. Sonnen had an even bigger reach advantage than expected, but even though Filho is a fighter with weak standup and great submissions from his guard, Sonnen wanted to be on top even. This seemed a good strategy based on the early results, as he was doing damage with ground and pound, but Frank Mir was warning against it the entire bout. Filho had a guillotine attempt midway through the round and a triangle armbar attempt in the final seconds that Sonnen was still feeling the effects of between rounds, but as a whole it was a dominant round for Sonnen against an opponent that generally appeared listless. All-American amateur wrestler Sonnen’s grappling is so good Filho couldn’t even take him down with double underhooks, leading to another round where Sonnen was more than content to blast punches and elbows from Filho’s guard. Filho is never out of a fight, and just when it was looking like another easy round for Sonnen, he clamped an arm bar in the final 15 seconds. A grimacing Sonnen refused to submit, screaming “No!”, but the ref stopped the fight anyway, which was a good call as with another 10 seconds Sonnen would have been too injured to fight anytime soon. However, to make things confusing, it was announced as a verbal submission, which was clearly not the case. Sonnen confirmed to Mir in the post match interview that he said, “No, no, no”, but in the days after the event eventually conceded that the right decision was made. Above average match.

Jens Pulver vs. Cub Swanson R1 0:35. Swanson shot a head inside single at the bell, but Pulver stuffed it, controlled his neck, and maneuvered into an anaconda choke for the statement making win. 

Marcus Galvao vs. Brian Bowles R2 2:09. Galvao is another BJJ specialist who has a hard time utilizing his skills due to the lack of a takedown. Bowles is a good boxer, while Galvao can do okay slugging but lacks the technique. He had the bad habit of keeping his head too far back and hands too low, and used the same escape - backing straight away - every time Bowles attacked. Galvao busted Bowles nose up with a good combo in the first, but it was only a matter of time as long as it remained in Bowles’ domain. Galvao kept trying to fire back even while Bowles had knocked him groggy, soon falling prey to a big right hand. Average match.

WEC Featherweight Championship: Urijah Faber vs. Jeff Curran R2 4:34. Curran gave Faber his toughtest fight in a while, lasting longer than any opponent has since Cole Escovedo survived 2 rounds at WEC 19 3/17/06. Curran wasn’t simply surviving by any means, he controlled the majority of the first, clearly winning it. Faber came out with a left hook, but Curran tied him up, took him down, and mounted. Faber surrendered his back, but his wrist control was so good Curran couldn’t even get one arm around his neck in the three odd minutes he had Faber in a prone position. Faber eventually stood and whipped forward, knocking Curran’s head into the mat, then turned into guard. In round 2, Faber drove Curran into the cage and landed a hard elbow, but Curran again secured the takedown. Faber quickly took control this time though, cutting Curran on the bridge of the nose. Curran tried a head inside single, but Faber crushed Curran with the free knee and choked him out. Both fighters were impressive, as Curran was actually able to control Faber, but Faber not only able to survive bad positions, he turned them into offensive ones. Good match.

UFC 84: Ill Will 5/24/08 Las Vegas, NV MGM Grand Garden Arena

Thiago Silva vs. Antonio Mendes R1 2:24. Silva seemed caught off guard by his opponent’s aggression and confidence, getting knocked down early by a high kick he actually blocked. However, a weak guard won’t get you far against Silva’s vicious ground striking, so Mendes’ offered little resistance once his judo throw failed. 

Lyoto Machida vs. Tito Ortiz 3R. Machida delivers some of the most intense and technical chess matches in the sport. He’ll never be a favorite of the beer chuggers who want to see two fighters swinging for the fences. His standup style is not one of exchanges, as he picks his spots, setting his blows up with a variety of feints and body fakes, using jabs, level changes, and excellent footwork that allows him to weave in and out to score regularly while frustrating his baffled opponent into small sloppy mistakes he pounces on with his internal organ bruising karate. Watching a fighter who is quick and skilled enough to win standup fights while barely getting hit is a rare and thrilling event, similar to the pleasure of the early Muhammad Ali matches before he got slow and was forced to rope the dopes, or in other words wear the opponent out with his block. Machida may be the MMA version of the pitchers duel, the limited number of solid strikes landed rendering every blow meaningful, which is ultimately the characteristic that makes sports such as hockey, tennis, and futbol riveting while the NBA and Arena Football ones to put on in the final 2 minutes, if you dare. 

Machida, an excellent mat fighter who probably isn’t going to the ground unless he chooses to, showed no fear of Tito’s vaunted takedowns, landing a low kick numerous times then retreating. When Ortiz managed to get hold of him, Lyoto simply threw off Tito’s clinch, which was all the more hilarious since Ortiz appears to have 30 pounds of muscle on him. Ortiz had exactly zero takedowns, while Machida suckered Ortiz in once. Normally Machida would back away after a strike, but he caught Tito off guard, driving forward after a neat switch kick and leg tripping him into side mount. Machida might have finished the fight there, but there was only 10 seconds left in the first when he brought Ortiz down. 

As always, Ortiz was nothing without his takedown, his inability to even close the distance leaving him shit out of luck. As Ortiz’s frustration increased, he’d even resort to charging after Machida to try to punch him, consistently yielding the same result, as the sly matador evaded the dumb bull then countered with yet another low kick. It’s always classic when The Huntington Beach Baby Boy starts pouting because he realizes his *cough* muscle sharking isn’t going to be enough, trying to blame everyone else for the fact his limpness has been exposed. Today he was whining to cornerman Ricco Rodriguez that Machida only ran, but Machida was the one who not only landed the vast majority of the blows, but also all the good shots. Machida connected with a nice high kick and busted Tito’s eye open with a big knee. 

Ortiz seemed to finally be winning the third round, but Machida buckled him with a brutal liver knee 3 ½ minutes in. This blow erased all doubt that Tito would get another one of those shady decision wins that were are about the only thing that kept him from obviously being a fighter who never beat anyone he wasn’t supposed to. Luckily, the days of Dana White promoting his boys Ortiz & Liddell, and then the UFC, seem to be at least half over, with White now probably going the other way and having Ortiz go out against Machida so he’d leave looking like a clown. A triangle Joe Rogan was more excited than a newly informed lottery winner about with 30 seconds left kept Ortiz from completely going out with a whimper, but Machida still won every round, easily added another UFC hero to a belt that already includes Rich Franklin & B.J. Penn. Good match.

Wilson Gouveia vs. Goran Reljic R2 3:15. Reljic has a lot of holes in his game and is currently quite one-dimensional, but has excellent potential due to his standup power. Reljic’s stance is so angular it’s nearly a side stance, though he anchors with his lead leg, virtually erasing the possibility of savate kicks. This posture renders him difficult to hit and allows him to generate major force from the left side due to the excess body rotation, but in turn takes away the power of his right strikes. Gouveia was getting blistered from blocking Reljic’s left kicks with his arms, but Reljic wasn’t getting many through as he was just blasting away with no setup whatsoever. Gouveia did some damage with his hands when he finally closed the distance, causing Reljic to pull guard. He put the pressure on when Reljic popped up after being pushed down, connecting with a nice left hook then delivering some ground and pound, but Gouveia tired, allowing Reljic to get back up. Reljic drilled Gouveia with a short left hook as Gouveia was trying a right low kick then pounded him out. Above average match.

Christian Wellisch vs. Shane Carwin R1 0:44. Quick KO by Carwin, knocking Wellisch’s mouthpiece out with a right cross after missing a left straight. 

Wanderlei Silva vs. Keith Jardine R1 0:36. If you want an example of horrible MMA booking, look no further than the handling of Jardine after his should be breakout win over Chuck Liddell at UFC 76. Liddell has been shoved down our throats for 6 years, so regardless of how good he really is, anytime he loses it’s a major event if for no other reason than he's the face of the company. As if Chuck had won, there was hardly any mention of Jardine, who sat out for 8 months while Liddell quickly went on to the dream match against Wanderlei Silva. The fact that Liddell won arguably made Jardine’s win more impressive, but then putting him against Silva placed The Dean of Mean in a no win situation. If he also beats Silva, that’s 4 losses in a row for Wanderlei, and it’s simply written off as Silva being washed up. On the other hand, if Silva wins, Jardine’s victory over Liddell seems more flukish, similar to his UFC 66 upset win over Forrest Griffin being erased by following with a loss to one-dimensional slugger Houston Alexander at UFC 71. Silva finally looked like a fighter again, as aggressive counter positioning allowed him to get inside Jardine’s punches and deck him. Silva landed a right/left/right combo and finished Jardine off on the ground. Jardine wound up down after the KO for a lot longer than he was up fighting. 

Ivan Salaverry vs. Rovs.imar Palhares R1 2:36. Palhares showed top not BJJ with lightning transitions, but what makes him dangerous is he appears to have a takedown to get it started. He deposited Salaverry after his first kick, exploded into mount, and took his back. Salaverry defended the choke for a while and tried to get to his knees, but Palhares yanked him back and transitioned into armbar

UFC Lightweight Championship Match: B.J. Penn vs. Sean Sherk 3R. Mike Goldberg billed this as “By far the most anticipated Lightweight match in UFC history,” which obviously proves that other than Penn, pretty much all the excellent and actually interesting lightweights are fighting in other organizations. I’d pay for Penn vs. Takanori Gomi, Shinya Aoki, JZ Calvan, Caol Uno, Gilbert Melendez, etc. but who actually looks forward to seeing a fighter who is in a dead heat with Mark Coleman as the worlds most uninteresting lay and pray roider? Sherk normally fights like Randy Couture before he learned how to fight, the guy who won the title in a dreadful match by riding Maurice Smith for 21 minutes at UFC Ultimate Japan 1 12/21/97, but today he outsmarted himself thinking he had the ability to fight like the Couture who outstruck Chuck Liddell at UFC 43 6/6/03. Sherk started the fight with a bad, no setup takedown attempt, and proceeded to fight the rest of the match without trying another. Penn’s takedown defense is excellent, but a real champion believes in their own skills rather than psyching themselves out and believing the opponent’s hype. If Sherk had some actual diversity, the strategy of tiring Penn out to give him a better shot at the takedown later might have made sense. However, anyone other than Sherk, who seemed to think he was doing well despite the fact almost all his punches were coming up short, could see after a few minutes that Penn could have fought 10 rounds in this style without tiring. Penn simply exploited his reach advantage, content to peck away with the stiff jab. He bloodied Sherk up under both eyes, while The Roid Shark beat up the air desperately trying to land his hooks. Clearly down 2 rounds to none, the master of the decision victory didn’t change his style any to try to capture the next three. It was Penn that actually shot in the third, if nothing else opening up some different punches by forcing Sherk to consider defending a subsequent attempt. Sherk seemed to injure his right hand, which led to a less ineffective low kick game. At the end of the round, Penn backed Sherk into the fence with a solid combination that seemed to finally force Sherk to shoot. However, when Sherk dropped his head, Penn darted forward with a crushing knee. Sherk was seemingly saved by the bell, but Penn called the fight then ref Mario Yamasaki decided he agreed with him about 20 seconds later. Credit to Penn for continuing to do what was working well, as a smart fighter forces their opponent to adjust, and Sherk never obliged. Unfortunately, while not the usual brand of dull one-dimensional Sherk fight, it was no less dull or one-dimensional. Below average. 

Jon Koppenhaver vs. Yoshiyuki Yoshida R1 0:56. Koppenhaver tried to clinch, but was immediately hip tossed. Yoshida took side mount then submitted Koppenhaver with an anaconda choke. 

Rameau Sokoudjou vs. Kazuhiro Nakamura 1R. Sokoudjou predictably couldn’t hit Machida in his thwarted UFC debut at UFC 79 12/29/07, but had no such trouble with Nakamura, who doesn’t present much threat in standup, and to make things worse has the bad habit of standing right in front of his opponent. Sokoudjou came in with a punch to create a distraction and gain momentum for his big kicks. They were scoring early, but he had his knee taped up, and seemed to tweak it when he lost his balance attacking. After abandoning the kicks for half the round, Sokoudjou knocked Nakamura down with a right hand with about 2 seconds left in the round, with Kazuhiro’s left knee buckling, causing all his weight to come down on his poor ankle. Nakamura took two big hammerfists after the bell because MMA’s worst major league official, Steve Mazzagatti, didn’t get in there to prevent Rameau from going for the finish. In the end, it didn’t make too much difference though, as Nakamura couldn’t put much weight on his ankle, causing the bout to be stopped between rounds. 

DREAM Lightweight Grand Prix 1st Round: J.Z. Calvan vs. Shinya Aoki 2R. The rematch of the 3/15/08 DREAM.1 abortion was cool due to being drastically different from anything we’ve seen recently because Aoki fought crab style. It’s been ages since a fighter won a match on a major show by implementing the strategy of dropping to his back or pulling guard to avoid standup at all costs. Aoki wasn’t simply stalling; he was effective from his back, showing some impressive up kicks where he held Calvan’s right arm while peppering him with his right foot. Aoki also had some unique wrinkles to his attack such as a jumping bodyscissor guard pull. J.Z. hurt Aoki with a foot to the face and a series of punches to bust out of Aoki’s kneebar, but Shinya was generally enough of a threat to submit Calvan to keep J.Z. from pulverizing him. Aoki literally had Calvan’s back for half the 10 minute first round, slipping behind him with 6:30 left when his takedown stalled and grinding him to the canvas after three minutes of utilizing a strong body triangle to ride piggyback. Calvan defended submissions well, eventually turning into guard here and slipping a triangle later then rolling out of trouble and coming back with punches when Aoki transitioned into an omoplata, but had little offense. Aoki won a unanimous decision. I wouldn’t want to see 2 fights similar to this per show, but it was an interesting novelty. The fact the underdog favorite son found a way to take down the defending two-time champion added to the drama, and even if it was dull at times, the rest of the DREAM show once again badly underachieving only added to your appreciation of the opener as time went by. Good match.

DREAM Middleweight Grand Prix 1st Round: 

Minowaman vs. Taiei Kin 2R. Kin was always one of my favorite K-1 fighters, but he’s an amazing bore in MMA. He used to connect with more spinning backfists on a bad night than most fighters land in their life, but now he’s so afraid of getting taken down he won’t try anything beyond low kicks. What makes him deadly to watch is once he does get taken down, he just ties his opponent up and prays for the standup. Similar to Kin’s snoozer against Kiyoshi Tamura on 7/16/07, Minowaman was able to control the fight, but good luck submitting a fighter who completely closes up. Still, Minowaman was disappointing because he didn’t seem to be fighting another fighter. Rather than reacting to anything Kin did, Minowaman just decided what he was going to do and plowed forward for better or worse. Normally you would sometimes wait for a strike to open up the takedown, but when Minowa wanted the takedown he shot until he either got it or ran out of gas, the later of which opened up Kin’s strikes he then had no energy to defend. Kin took Minowa apart with low kicks, quickly reddening his thigh, which took some of the zip out of Ikuhisa’s shots as the fight progressed. Kin fought scared, but he did damage while Minowaman only had fruitless takedowns. Despite his typical unwillingness to fight, Kin won a unanimous decision. Below average match.

Shungo Oyama vs. Dong Sik Yoon 2R. The Japanese care about this battle for superiority between judoka, but were surely disappointed by their fighter, who was totally controlled by the evil Korean. Yoon dominated the dull contest with his takedowns. Nearly able to capitalize on the mount early with an armbar when Oyama tried to push him off, Oyama ultimately got the reversal and shut the door on Yoon’s submission game. Yoon landed a few nice right hook counters to start round 2, knocking Oyama off his feet, but before Dong could attack, Oyama rolled backwards and sprung back to his feet like a gymnast. Yoon finally decided to forgo the idea of getting a submission near the end, going hard with ground and pound from the mount in the final 30 seconds to at worst assure himself the decision. Below average match.

Zelg "Benkei" Galesic vs. Magomed Sultanakhmadov R1 1:40. Magomed is a Volk Han protege, so it’s not surprisingly he had an exciting fight. He got the quick takedown, but Galesic reversed and passed to side mount when Magomed was setting an armbar up. Magomed swept back only to get armbarred. Trying desperately to escape, Magomed stood but was forced to tap before he could counter. 

Ian Murphy vs. Ronaldo Jacare R1 3:37. Jacare dominated the entire fight, looking for the choke. Murphy was defending the choke, but Jacare hit him enough times that it opened up. 

Kiyoshi Tamura vs. Masakatsu Funaki R1 0:57. Funaki has always been a big favorite of mine, but it’s looking as though he should have stayed retired. At least a washed up Funaki is still entertaining, coming back with right hands after Tamura landed some low kicks. Tamura quickly took over with a series of ½ clinch hooks, throwing a knee and uppercut in for good measure then taking Funaki down hard with Funaki’s head crashing the canvas. Tamura brought some hammerfists that quickly knocked Funaki out, though Tamura had to tell the ref to stop the fight as he was displaying all the awareness of when a fighter is out that we’ve come to expect from Steve Mazzagatti. 

Denis Kang vs. Gegard Mousasi R1 3:10. Kang had a hot start, landing a right hook at the bell and scoring the takedown. His attempted standing guard pass was sloppy though, and it cost him the fight. I think Kang just wanted to brush Mousasi’s right leg aside to pass left, but Mousasi trapped his arm inside his legs. Kang was thus forced to try to punch himself free, but once Mousasi scissored Kang’s body the arm Denis had no leverage to even try to counter the triangle that quickly took him out. 

Kazushi Sakuraba vs. Andrews Nakahara R1 8:29. Again, whatever K-1 is calling their MMA division this week is much smarter than PRIDE was as they extend Sakuraba’s career, and thus cash in at the box office, by giving him opponents his size that he can beat rather than putting him against the greatest 200+ pounders in the world. Nakahara is a Kyokushin Karate star from Brazil making his MMA debut. He appeared to be a tough opponent for Sakuraba early as he landed his low kicks and defended the takedown. It didn’t help that Sakuraba was also slowed when they threw nearly simultaneous kicks, as Sakuraba’s leg being up for his roundhouse he landed to the ribs resulted in Nakahara’s kick catching him in the family jewels. Soon after Sakuraba finally tried to fight again, Nakahara rocked him with a high kick, and things were momentarily looking bad when Sakuraba’s desperation shot failed. A passive and tentative Nakahara apparently lacked the guts to try to capitalize, so he simply allowed Sakuraba to recover. Nakahara was difficult to get and keep down, but once Sakuraba succeeded Andrews lack of ground defense was immediately exposed. Sak was able to manuever into side then rear mound and choke Nakahara out. Above average match. 

HERO’S 7/16/07, 3/15/08

K-1 WORLD GP 2008 in AMSTERDAM -EUROPE GP FINAL- 4/26/08 Amsterdam, Holland Amsterdam ArenA

K-1 Europe GP Final Reserve Fight: Brian Douwes vs. James McSweeney R1 1:10. Douwes has former RINGS Holland stars Dick Vrij and Hans Nyman in his corner. He backed McSweeney into the corner and threw hooks until he went down. McSweeney got up with a bloody nose, but Douwes countered his left jab/right hook combo with a right hook for the KO. 

K-1 Europe GP Final: 1st Round:

Zabit Samedov vs. Doug Viney 3R. A revenge bout from 8/11/07 when reserve fighter Viney entered the Las Vegas GP in the Semifinals, and shockingly defeated favorites Aleksandr Pitchkounov and then Samedov to win the tournament. Their previous fight was a decision, and this defensive struggle quickly looked to be a repeat with Samedov slipping Viney’s punches, but Viney avoiding Samedov’s kicks. Samedov is the most elusive fighter in the tournament, and has nice quick combos but rarely lands his power punches. Decent first round where neither really penetrated the other’s defenses. Samedov came on some in the second, knocking Viney off balance a few times with low kicks, but they were all obvious slips. Samedov scored with a few more low kicks in the third then evaded a left straight and got a flash down firing back with an overhand right. Samedov clearly won due to the flash down, but even that round could easily have still been a 10-9, so I have no clue how one judge came up with 30-24. Average match.

Freddy Kemayo vs. Catalin Morosanu R1 0:35. Morosanu makes Stefan Leko seem to be playing prevent defense, coming out with all guns blazing and blasting away until someone goes down. Kemayo hardly had a chance to counter, which is a good thing for Morosanu as he doesn’t even consider defense. When Kemayo finally had enough time to take a breath, he knocked Morosanu out with a clinch knee, cutting his left eyebrow badly in the process. 

Errol Zimmerman vs. Attila Karacs R1 2:10. A cut somehow opened on Karacs shin, forcing the fight to be stopped before it got going. 

Bjorn Bregy vs. Jan “The Giant” Nortje R1 1:10. A dominant performance by Bregy, never allowing the big man to get his bearings. Bregy brought straights down the middle to get inside Nortje’s Giant reach then banged him with a series of short hooks. Nortje was quickly in trouble, and Bregy kept the heat on, backing him into the ropes and grazing with a right high kick then putting together a flurry of punches for the KO. 

Super Fight: Tyrone Spong vs. Azem Maksutaj R2 0:45. Maksutaj was completely outclassed in this one-sided contest, displaying poor footwork and looking uncoordinated as he slipped and stumbled around the ring. Spong had no trouble closing the distance, bringing the knee when he got inside, which had Maksutaj on the canvas by the middle of the first. Maksutaj was caught hunched over when he missed a wild haymaker, allowing Spong to knee him in the head, land a high kick, and then follow with a few punches for the knockdown, except the round ended by this point. They traded low kicks to start the 2nd, but Azem’s didn’t have much zip on them and Spong soon KO’d him with another knee to the gut. Below average match.

K-1 Europe GP Final: Semifinals:

Zabit Samedov vs. Brian Douwes 4R. Kemayo bowed out due to injury, thrusting reserver Douwes into the semis. Samedov had his best round of the night in the first, picking Douwes apart with crisp combos. Having fought three hard rounds earlier to Douwes 70 seconds, Samedov began tiring in the 2nd, evening the contest out. Douwes began to answer with a left hook, and started pressing the action more. Samedov had a nice sequence where Douwes mostly avoided his right hook, but he evaded Douwes right hand comeback and smacked him with a left hook. After an even 2nd, Douwes seemed to stun Samedov with a left hook early in the 3rd, but made no attempt to follow up. The bout went to the extension, where neither seemed to step it up and most of their attacks were blocked or dodged. Samedov landed a few left hooks late, which may have been enough to eke out the decision as the 4th was the closest round of the fight. Average match. 

Bjorn Bregy vs. Errol Zimmerman R3 2:59. One of the wildest K-1 fights I’ve seen. Not a technical gem, but a surprising and thrilling war featuring some serious heavy hitting that caused the tide to turn quickly and regularly. Started tentatively, but once it got going it never let up. Bregy almost had a down with a right hook, but Zimmerman was saved from tumbling by catching the ropes with his arm. Bregy was a head taller and was consistently backing up an opponent who lacked the reach to strike from the outside and was on the defensive when Bregy allowed him within distance. Bregy did a nice job of using the left jab to start Zimmerman backing, charging in with hooks or knees to get him against the ropes where he could wail away. Just as I was thinking Zimmerman seemed a lot quicker and more explosive the last time I saw him, he threw a flying knee that missed but, while still in midair, he followed with a punch that connected. Finally putting Bregy on the defensive, Zimmerman was able to land a few good rights in the exchange, cutting Bregy around the left eye. Bregy dropped his hands and screamed for Zimmerman to come on, with Zimmerman obliging by dropping Bregy with a nice hook combo. Bregy doesn’t believe in recovery, always attacking after a knockdown, but the round ended. Zimmerman stunned Bjorn with a punch early in round three, but Bregy used his own mistake to fire himself up and mount a comeback. Some bad footwork found Bregy with his back to his opponent, but he had the presence of mind to whip around with a backfist that sent his opponent wobbling back then follow with a few punches for a flash down Errol protested. Bregy pressed with punch after punch with Zimmerman against the ropes, but suddenly Zimmerman came back to life and knocked Bregy down with a big right hook. Bregy went right back on the attack, but with the round just about to end Zimmerman backed him all the way across the ring into the ropes with punches for a standing down when Zimmerman turned his back. Bregy seemed more interested in walking out of the ring while the ref was counting than sturdying himself and maintaining a fighting posture, and needless to say the fight was stopped with 1 second left! Excellent match.

Super Fight: Remy Bonjasky vs. Melvin Manhoef R3 2:32. The previous fight was going to be tough to top. Certainly, when we were treated to a live performance of the atrocious rap song dedicated to Melvin Manhoef, with the thoughtful chorus of, you guessed it, MEL-VEEN MAN-HOOF, it wasn’t off to a good start. However, things quickly picked up with Bonjasky coming out to Ennio Morricone’s Man with a Harmonica from Sergio Leone’s greatest western Once Upon a Time in the West, and never let down. Propelled by a tremendous first round of furious action, they may well have exceeded Bregy vs. Zimmerman. If you thought Manhoef was a torrid starter who never had to go any deeper, you were wrong, as he can bring the haymakers for three rounds. He threw everything he had at Bonjasky and then some, but when he’s on, as he was today, Bonjasky is such a skilled counter striker. Aside from giving up 6 inches and close to 50 pounds, Manhoef’s big problem is throwing looping bombs is all he can do while Bonjasky can change styles, strategies, and pace. Bonjasky knew Manhoef would come out like a house on fire, so he immediately took Manhoef out of his game by putting him on the defensive with a series of flying knees. Manhoef would back away and fire back with his hooks to Bonjasky’s block, so Bonjasky shifted to kicking but Manhoef did a great job of catching his leg. Manhoef would, of course, fire back with his hooks, but though he did get an uppercut through, he’s such a headhunter that he threw all his hooks high into Bonjasky’s block even though the gut was open. Bonjasky rocked Manhoef with a right high kick when Melvin was trying to throw the right hand, sending him stumbling back several feet, following with a jumping knee for the knockdown. Manhoef was ready for Bonjasky’s flying knee at the restart, cracking Remy with an overhand right that sent him stumbling backwards, nearly evening the fight. Bonjasky’s hand hit the deck, but he boosted himself off the canvas, regaining his balance in time to push his in for the kill opponent off then turn the fight back in his favor by knocking a charging Manhoef down with a jumping roundhouse. The first round of this furious contest was the best because Bonjasky took more chances. Up two downs to none, Bonjasky began to rely on his stonewall block, lulling Manhoef into complacency so he could use his height advantage to quickly stuff Manhoef’s head into his knee. Bonjasky connected with a big clinch knee midway through the 2nd, but Manhoef ducked under the top rope to prevent Remy from following with a high kick that would have been lights out. Manhoef again had success countering the jumping knee with an overhand right, hurting Bonjasky, but Remy blocked Manhoef’s flurry and knocked him down. I didn’t see any real blow here; it appeared Manhoef simply dropped to avoid the clinch knee, but in any case he wasn’t up quickly and it did count as another down. Manhoef fought with desperation in a more wide open 3rd, but Bonjasky blocked enough of his big blows, firing back with low and high kicks. Even though Manhoef mostly blocked a high kick (he had better success when he was ducking them), it was powerful enough to knock him back into the ropes, and a subsequent high kick sent Manhoef to the canvas for the 4th time. Manhoef was back on his feet yet again, but this time Remy flew in at the restart with a high kick to finally put him out of his misery. A valiant effort by Manhoef, who didn’t back down despite being out of his depth and weight class against a two-time world champion. Excellent match.

K-1 Europe GP Final: Final: Zabit Samedov vs. Errol Zimmerman 3R. The previous two bouts were so good these two couldn’t hold my attention with their feeling out and missing. Samedov was having a hard time landing, whiffing on the big swings but maybe landing one out of three on his quick combos, though without much force. Even that was a higher percentage than Zimmerman landed, as the much quicker and lighter on his feet Samedov was dancing, bobbing and weaving out of danger. Zimmerman was landing a right hand counter, but again not with any power. I thought there was a 10% chance Samedov would get the decision and a 90% chance they’d call for the extra round, which shows how much I know as Zimmerman captured the majority decision. It helps to be the hometown fighter. Average match.

K-1 WORLD GP 2007 in YOKOHAMA 3/4/07 Kanagawa Yokohama Arena

Mitsugo Noda vs. Cyril Abidi 3R. Abidi wanted to kick, but Noda wanted to fight on the inside where he could push Abidi around. Negating Cyril’s strength by getting inside his kicking range to the point they were so close neither could connect with a hook, Noda dictated a sloppy and ugly match largely comprised of clutching, grabbing, and leaning. Abidi threw low or middle kicks anytime he had room, but Noda blocked the roundhouses and continued to roll forward. There was some good action at the start of round 2 with Abidi coming out kicking, only to get backed into the corner once again. This time he seemed to stun Noda with a left hook, but Noda tied him up while he recovered then got a standing down with a flurry of punches. Noda was cut in the center of the forehead from a butt, the blood trickling down but mainly staying in between his eyes. Abidi did a better job of punching on the inside in round 3, landing some solid shots as well as getting the clinch knees going. He won that round in my opinion, but it was still too little too late, as Noda scored the upset, collecting his first victory over a best 4 in only the fifth fight of his career. Below average match.

Hiromi Amada vs. Gohkan Saki 2R. A classic lumberjack performance by Saki, a late sub for flu-stricken training partner Chalid “Die Faust”, consistently torturing Amada’s lead leg with devastating low kicks. This is the sort of one-sided contest you either garner perverse enjoyment from or find boring, as kicker Saki refused to allow boxer Amada to get in punching range. Saki also trains with Semmy Schilt, so it’s not surprising he has an effective front kick to help maintain distance. Amada was hobbling so badly in the second round he wasn’t ready to fight, forcing the ref to call a standing down when he turned away from his opponent. Saki landed an inside leg kick just after the second round bell that finally chopped Amada down. Obviously it didn’t count as a knockdown, but Amada was unable to answer the bell to start the third. Above average match.

Aleksandr Pitchkounov vs. Hiraku Hori R1 2:27. Pitchkounov has educated feet, but did his damage following with his fists. He missed a spinning high kick, but immediately followed with a left straight for the knockdown. Hori blocked a left high kick, but fell to his knee after 2 left hooks. Pitchkounov soon took Hori out with an uppercut.

Tsuyoshi Nakasako vs. Zabit Samedov 3R. Samedov would close the distance, striking on the way in, but once he got inside the bout stalled through hugging. Samedov kept the pressure on with his boxing, including landing a superman punch then punishing Nakasako on the ropes with an uppercut and body blow, but Nakasako did nothing. Samedov drained him with his body punching, and injured his back with an illegal leg trip takedown that he was warned about. An easy win for Samedov. Below average match.

Junichi Sawayashiki vs. Jerome Le Banner 3R. Arguably the greatest upset in K-1 history, in just his second K-1 fight, the 22-year-old native who was giving up 45 pounds took out a two-time WORLD GP finalist. Though not a great fight, it was very intense and dramatic because Sawayashiki scored an early knockdown, forcing the legend into comeback mode. Sawayashiki was circling against the ropes from the beginning, but just when Le Banner decided he had him where he wanted him and stepped in with a right, the younger instead put him down with a counter right hand. Le Banner was more surprised than hurt, and continued to stalk his opponent, but this was not the good Le Banner by any means. He was always pursuing, but he never cut the ring off and seemed afraid to pull the trigger on his storied power punches. Since Le Banner hardly kicks, he’s not only is no threat if he isn’t punching like Le Banner, he’s incredibly predictable. Sawayashiki was always on the defensive, but when Le Banner did get inside he’d block the Cyborg’s strikes and counter them, with Le Banner noticeably frustrated between each round. Le Banner knew he had to take it too Sawayashiki because he was losing, but he just didn’t seem to have the confidence to do it. He obviously opened up more in the third, but in one of the most memorable moments of the K-1 year, Sawayashiki sent Le Banner’s mouthpiece flying with a counter left hook then followed with another for the knockdown just before the fight ended. I probably would have been mildly bored if two jabronies had the same match, as this wasn’t exactly great action by any means, but the major underdog being ahead the entire fight made it riveting. Good match.

Hong Man Choi vs. Mighty Mo R2 0:50. The requisite gooble gobble special. Choi tried to use his crazy reach advantage to keep Mo away, but his punches are so sluggish and awkward Mo was able to duck in and attack with his overhand right. The first time Mo landed the overhand right solidly, Choi was down for the count. A snoozefest. 

K-1 Heavyweight Title Challenger Decision Match: Badr Hari vs. Ruslan Karaev R2 2:46. A bitter revenge bout from 9/30/06 where Hari flipped, vehemently protesting that Karaev’s KO was actually an illegal blow, the kick when Hari was essentially down in the corner causing the premature stoppage. These two brought it like fighters who were pissed and had something to prove, firing away with big power from the outset. Karaev pushed the pace, moving forward relentlessly and pumping heavy fists, but Hari is an excellent counter striker who can stop his retreat on a dime to fire a high kick or a stiff jab. Hari’s skills were best exemplified in the first when he not only backpedaled quickly enough to avoid Karaev’s hook onslaught, but also landed a nice right hand counter in the process. It was a wild fight, complete with Hari nearly falling over the top rope retreating from Karaev’s left hooks and trying to fire back with a high kick. Deciding who was winning was difficult, as both were playing to their strengths and making their mark doing so. Karaev’s nose was bloodied from a stiff left straight, but after they checked it midway through the second he came on with a series of left hooks, eventually stunning Hari with an uppercut then dropping the Moroccan with a left hook. Karaev went for the kill with his favorite strike, a huge left hook, but Hari expected it and threw his own right cross at the same time for the stunning KO! Excellent match. 

K-1 Heavyweight Title Challenger Decision Match: Yusuke Fujimoto vs. Musashi R4 1:23. Musashi was of off his game, delivering a listless performance where he barely landed anything. The first round was pretty even as both mainly connected with low kicks, Fujimoto being the more active of the two as Musashi was mainly faking to try to open up the body. Surprisingly, Fujimoto was the one who was landing body kicks in the 2nd, scoring late when the second blow of his combos began to get through. Musashi, on the other hand, never developed his offense beyond single shots. As the fight progressed, Fujimoto became comfortable that Musashi wasn’t setting him up for the follow up, and thus got his counter game going. Fujimoto had a nice flurry at the end of the third to seemingly seal the deal, but despite Musashi doing exactly nothing, it was a majority draw. Nobuaki Kakuda entered before the extension trying to fire them up and get them to bring it by reminding them a chance to become K-1’s first heavyweight champ on 4/28/07 was hanging in the balance, but Musashi remained lethargic. Fujimoto quickly settled any uncertainty with a left high kick that Musashi guessed was another liver kick for the KO. Average match.

K-1 Super Heavyweight First Champion Decision Match: Semmy Schilt vs. Ray Sefo R2 0:26. Sefo had a good strategy, using the body jab to get inside and unleash the overhand right. He stayed back waiting for his moment, trying to keep the giant off balance by making him respect the spinning backfist. Sefo actually put Schilt down at the end of round 1, becoming the first K-1 fighter to do so, by following Schilt’s clinch knee with an overhand right, left hook, and low kick. The left hook caught Schilt cleanly, but part of the reason he went down was simply from getting hit while scrambling backwards to get out of range. Schilt backed Sefo into the corner to start the second, which is something Sefo knew he needed to avoid because that’s where Schilt is deadly with his knees, and had succeeded in the first. It appeared as though Sefo was fighting his way out, but when he lunged in to throw a left hand Schilt met him with a left straight to become the first fighter to KO Sefo, as well as shodai champion. Above average match. 

M-1 Global Yarennoka! Omisoka (New Year's Eve)! 2007 12/31/07 Saitama Super Arena

Mike Russow vs. Roman Zentsov 1R 2:58 I miss the Bodog Fight TV show for the women’s matches, particularly if Rosi Sexton was involved, but their heavyweights put the b in boring. The worst kind of fighters are the punching turtles, as at best you get a z grade boxing match, and at worst you get clueless ground fighting. Zentsov is one of the most overrated fighters in the world, a talentless stiff in my book. He was completely exposed by Branden Lee Hinkle in his last Bodog fight, and Russow couldn’t wait to follow suit by putting Zentsov on his back. After the immediate takedown he knew he had 9:50 to finish the Russian off, as he wasn’t going to show any offense, defense, or sweeping skills of note. Russow was thus extremely calm, setting up the submission for a few minutes before locking the north/south choke for the win. Poor fight.

Tatsuya Kawajiri vs. Luiz Azeredo 2R. Neither fighter had fought since last December, but Kawajiri was in top form and Azeredo had no answer for a fighter who wasn’t surprising anyone. Kawajiri is one of the premier ground and pound fighters, similar to Fedor and Tito Ortiz he’s so ferocious striking from his opponent’s guard it’s hardly even worth the risk of trying to pass. In fact, the only time Azeredo did anything was when Kawajiri looked to pass to side mount, as Azeredo made a quick roll and snuck behind Kawajiri. Azeredo’s choke wasn’t working so he tried to transition into an arm bar, but Kawajiri regained the top and finished the round with a flurry of punches. Previously, Kawajiri took Azeredo right down with a leg sweep and was taking him apart with strikes. Azeredo tried to set up a triangle but generally did little beyond stalling. Azeredo had a brief reprieve when the ref gave him a yellow card for repeatedly tying Kawajiri up, but fell victim to the same leg sweep. Kawajiri was even more dominant in the second round, cutting Azeredo around the left eye and opening it up pretty badly with hammerfists. His ground and pound was relentless as always, leading to the easy unanimous decision. Another bad match. 

Murilo Bustamante vs. Makoto Takimoto 2R. Takimoto is a judo gold medalist with excellent submission defense, but he’s very inexperienced in MMA with this being just his seventh fight. He has punching power, but is very wild. He has throws, but he kept going for the same one every time he got into trouble, and lacking the gi to grab onto Bustamante would just slip his head out during the hip roll and take control off the scramble. Bustamante is either the master of grasping defeat from the clutches of victory or just getting screwed out of the decision depending upon your opinion of his matches against Chuck Liddell, Rampage Jackson, & Dan Henderson (#2). Either way, he rarely has a dull fight and this was certainly no exception. In fact, it was a far better, and for Bustamante fans more frustrating, fight than it had the right to be. There were several lead changes and reversals leading to quality positions, at least for Bustamante, who showed his diverse arsenal of techniques. Bustamante had several chances to win, especially in the first round. He had Takimoto’s arm, but the ropes seemed to get in the way of him driving his legs through and putting Takimoto on his back for the arm bar, so Takimoto slipped out. He made Takimoto respect his up kicks then picked his leg only, which rendered a leg lock a possibility but Bustamante was quickly reversed. Takimoto was rather predictable, giving his back and trying to stand up every time Bustamante mounted, which was quite often, leading to Bustamante trying a kneebar. Takimoto was never on the verge of losing, but Bustamante kept the pressure on him and had several very advantageous positions. I can’t say Bustamante was dominating because Takimoto’s submission defense was so good he was able to give up position in order to escape and the standup, though in Bustamante’s favor, hadn’t produced any notable damage. Midway through round 2 the fight turned when Takimoto dodged a left hook and fired back with a combo, a solid right hook then a big left that knocked Bustamante down. Bustamante was clearly stunned, leading to a strong minute and a half where Takimoto could have attained a ref stop had his ground and pound been decent. Takimoto landed some solid body knees, but generally he wasn’t adding much to the damage with short pawing punches. Bustamante tried an arm bar when he got his senses back, and though it failed he got Takimoto’s back and landed a few punches before the bell. Bustamante controlled the majority of the fight, but Takimoto clearly came a lot closer to winning, and he did it down the stretch. He generally fought pretty well, as if he didn’t he would never have lasted, but basically his split decision victory was based on the one big punch. Very good match.

Mitsuhiro Ishida vs. Gilbert Melendez 2R. Melendez suffered the first defeat of his career against 13 victories, being taken down repeatedly by Ishida. These are two of the quickest fighters you’ll see, but Ishida clearly had the advantage in this regard. Melendez was the better standup fighter, but Ishida is explosive enough to get away with staying a mile away until he was ready to shoot. Ishida showed unending energy, as it’s very rare anyone can stick with takedown after takedown the way Ishida did here. Though both are known for their ground and pound they are so speedy with constant hip and head movement it’s hard to even hit them on the ground, much less keep them there. Ishida tried to hang on Melendez’s back and choke him out when Melendez would stand up, but Melendez would wind up slamming him. One time he tucked Ishida’s head forward and dropped him similar to a pro wrestling bomb. Melendez had few other highlights though. He landed a big knee, his best strike of the match only to have Ishida grab his leg and put him on his back yet again. Melendez did have top control more in R2, but Ishida had a good submission chance from his guard, clasping Melendez’s arm and turning sideways so there was big time pressure on his elbow due to the arm being trapped between Ishida’s neck and shoulder. Melendez had a ground and pound flurry in the final 15 seconds, but it wasn’t enough as Ishida still gained the unanimous decision. A high level of fighting, but they are similar fighters who largely negated each other resulting in Ishida’s takedowns being the majority of the offense. Pretty good.

Kazuo Misaki vs. Yoshihiro Akiyama R1 7:48. The big grudge match as Misaki said he’d never even fight on the same card as Akiyama after Sakuraba lost to Akiyama last New Year’s (changed to a no contest) due to Akiyama having too much grease on his body. Pretty good standup fight. An even match with both badly stunning the opponent once. The difference in the fight was Misaki was able to tie Akiyama's arm up after being knocked down with a right straight and pounced upon. 

Fedor Emelianenko vs. Hong Man Choi 1R 1:54. Fedor tried for a takedown grabbing a waistlock, but the 7'2" giant would lean forward and drive until he fell on top of Fedor. Hong obviously needs a lot of room to punch, so Fedor would just grab hold of an arm when Hong left it laying against Fedor's body and swivel his hips into the arm bar. Hong escaped the first time, but then there was essentially an instant replay of the aforementioned with Fedor getting the submission after Hong's takedown. A more experienced fighter probably wouldn’t have fallen for the same thing twice, but Hong is in just his second fight, which is why he has no business in the ring with the great champion. Fedor face looked pretty bad after the match, especially considering he didn’t seem to take any big shots, but he’s known to cut easily. 

Hayato “Mach” Sakurai vs. Hidehiko Hasegawa 2R. DEEP champion Hasegawa is a sambo specialist who is content to defend while patiently looking for an opening for a submission. Most of his fights go the distance, and it’s easily to see why as even though Sakurai had a big advantage in standup, it’s difficult to knock out an opponent who backs away when you try to hit him. Hasegawa doesn’t completely refuse to engage, but he never lets things get out of control and turn into a brawl. Sakurai seemed underwhelming, but mostly it’s that Hasegawa forces his opponent to grind out the victory. Mach dominated the fight, but it was dull as he was the same two positions over and over. Hasegawa shows no aptitude for takedowns, so he was on the bottom every time the fight went to the ground. That might work for him against a lesser fighter, but Sakurai has only been submitted once in nearly 40 fights, and was never in any sort of trouble. Sakurai won an easy decision. Below average. 

Shinya Aoki vs. Jung Bu-Kyung 2R. 2000 judo silver medalist Jung subbed for an injured J.Z. Calvan, showing good poise in his debut and excellent skills within his discipline but very little outside of it. Jung’s big problem was he had no guard, his ground defense was looking for a submission, which is difficult when you are going all out for them but deadly when you are being patient. Aoki is a submission specialist who isn’t looking to pound out a victory, but you take what your opponent gives you, and Jung didn’t control Aoki’s body, thus allowing him whatever distance he desired. Aoki still regularly went for leg locks, but it was Jung that had the two close calls with arm bars. The first came at the outset just after he was taken down, but he didn’t have optimal leverage as Aoki was standing. In the 2nd round Jung rolled Aoki to his back first, but Aoki was clenching for life. Aoki eventually did a unique escape where he let go of his clasp and immediately rolled to his knees and rotated his shoulder and elbows in a manner that looked as though it would dislocate the shoulder, but worked for him as he took his arm back before Jung could really lock it. Jung’s eye was swollen shut from a poke, but Aoki never took advantage of it. This wasn’t one of Aoki’s best fights, but he controlled the fight, getting the takedowns and scoring with ground and pound while looking for submissions that never came against an opponent who defended them well. Pretty good. 

UFC 79: Nemesis 12/29/07

Interim Welterweight Championship: Matt Hughes vs. Georges St-Pierre. St-Pierre continued to be impossible to takedown, not just stonewalling Hughes attempts but quickly turning them into takedowns of his own. As Hughes isn’t going to beat St-Pierre in standup similar to Matt Serra, it was quickly apparent he was in for a long night, if he was lucky. St-Pierre just dominated him, taking Hughes down 3 times in the match, and was always able to improve his position. Hughes certainly knows how to defend himself, but that was about all he was able to do tonight. He wasted a lot of energy on a failed takedown and then St-Pierre threw him over the hip into side mount and soon forced him to submit to the arm bar. 2R 4:54

Chuck Liddell vs. Wanderlei Silva. Both are likely on the downside and had a lot to prove coming off two consecutive losses. I always considered Silva a counter puncher, timing your strike then coming in with a combination of straight punches when you either start to throw or miss, but for some reason Joe Rogan considers Silva the most aggressive fighter in MMA history. The match started slow as both were looking to counter, with Mike Goldberg getting in his requisite Babalu reference before anyone even landed. After a minute or two Liddell looked like he was in his prime, while Silva remained sluggish. Liddell did a great job of exploiting his reach advantage, landing several jabs from a distance that was a bit too far for Silva to hit him back with any authority, if at all. Liddell was also very elusive, showing excellent footwork that seemed to baffle Silva. Silva, who was bleeding from his left ear, finally stopped allowing Liddell to dictate and began stalking him in R2. Liddell stopped jabbing and was backing up a lot, but never gave Silva any openings. Liddell turned it on toward the end of R2, opening up a big cut to the outside of Silva’s right eye with a left elbow. Chuck took Silva down at the end of R2 and outset of R3, showing some new wrinkles in his game that made things even more difficult for Silva. Silva was down 2 rounds to 0, so he needed to finish Chuck, but Liddell iced the fight connecting with a spinning backfist mid R3 and following it up with a flurry of punches. Liddell was very accurate the entire fight, but despite blowing what remained in his tank he couldn’t come close to knocking Silva out during this onslaught. Liddell shut it down after this, throwing in a takedown at the end of the fight for good measure. Silva didn’t know what hit him. One judge gave Silva one round, but even that was generous. The announcers pretended it was a great fight, but unless Chuck Liddell winning equals a great fight it’s hard to say too much good about, and even good seems a stretch. This looked like the best UFC of the year on paper, but out of the 6 matches that aired not one of them was close. You can’t blame the matchmaking this time, so I don’t know what to say other than dominant performances don’t make for a good show. Only Eddie Sanchez vs. Sao Palelei was boring (about as exciting as digging a ditch), but it was an incredibly disappointing show because pretty much every fight had someone that didn’t perform at a level even near their past and/or billing.

EliteXC Renegade 11/10/07

Lightweight Title Creation Match: Nick Diaz vs. K.J. Noons. Diaz wasn’t messing around similar to the Mike Aina fight. Noons’ strength is striking, so Diaz went right for the takedown. When Noons was able to stop it, you knew Diaz might be in some trouble because high level strikers (Noons doubles as a pro boxer) who can defend are very dangerous. Diaz switched to boxing until he could open up a takedown, but though he’s normally as accurate as any fighter in the game, he wasn’t connecting at anywhere near his usual rate. Diaz landed a few good shots with more power than his usual, but he was also taking as well with circling Noons landing as he came in. The key point in the fight came midway in round 1 when Diaz ate a knee on the bridge of the nose shooting in, but stuck with the takedown until he had Noons on the mat. Live, it seemed to be advantage Diaz, but within seconds Noons had escaped back to his feet and it was clear Diaz was cut badly. Noons confidence soured with Diaz’s major effort leaving him with a nasty cut on the right eyelid that would bleed right into the eye as well as one on the bridge of the nose that would only be problematic if Diaz was on his back. Noons put Diaz down with a straight right when Diaz was coming in to punch, refusing to go to the ground with him and further opening the cuts with his standup striking, particularly knees. Diaz weathered it and managed a takedown just after the first round ended, but the doctor stopped the fight due to the eye cut. Diaz was livid, flipping everyone off and storming off to the back. The first round was good, but this was a well matched fight that may well have went to the judges if not for the cuts, so the outcome was disappointing though not incorrect. Diaz isn’t a fast starter and can really take a blow, so I doubt he was hurt, but when you cut easily it’s going to cost you some fights. I’d like to see a rematch. 1R

Seth Kleinbeck vs. Kyle Noke. Noke is an Australian making his US debut, but he fought as though he were at home. Cool, calm, and poised, he showed good defense in standup and on the ground. Kleinbeck got the takedown catching his leg, but Noke was getting close to an arm bar when the round ended. The favorite Kleinbeck, who they just signed to a 6 fight contract, was on offense and in more, winning the round on 2 of the 3 judges scorecards. Noke distracted Kleinbeck with a punch combo at the outset of round 2 that opened up the takedown, though Kleinbeck nearly used the wizard to immediately escape. Once this failed, Noke took his back and had all the time in the world to get the hooks in and finish with the rear naked choke. Kleinbeck wasn’t about to surrended just because he was caught in a terrible position, guarding his neck and doing a beautiful quick spin into Noke’s guard. Noke regained control, cutting Kleinbeck badly over the left eye with an elbow while in Kleinbeck’s guard. Kleinbeck’s eyebrow looked like a pumpkin someone began carving, so the doctor rightfully stopped it near the end of round 2. Again, a pretty good fairly fight between well matched competitors. 2R 4:22

EliteXC Uprising 9/15/07

EliteXC World Middleweight Championship: Murilo Rua vs. Robbie Lawler. Lawler was a tough matchup for Rua in a 5 round fight because Rua was going to have an extremely difficult time taking him down. Lawler knew Rua would throw continuous strikes in standup, so he let Rua punch himself out. Lawler insured the pace was kept high by Rua, not that Rua exactly needs prodding, all the while being largely inactive. Rua’s best defense is a constant offense, so Lawler picked his spots for his power punches, doing good damage but regularly being on the receiving end. Rua did well when he was kicking, landing several punishing low kicks, but he never seemed any threat to knock Lawler out and lost the majority of the boxing exchanges. The leg kicks were slowing Lawler, but Lawler correctly gambled that it would be less so than trying to strike continuously would slow Rua. Rua was winning every round by pressing the action, using his jabs to open up his kicks, but as the fight progressed he grew increasingly sloppy from fatigue, throwing arm punches and dropping his guard. Lawler was content to land between one and three power punches, knowing the limitation of his opening. When he saw he’d finally done some real damage to Rua, he immediately went for the kill with a flurry of punches. Rua was basically done when he dropped to the ground; too woozy to defend himself he allowed Lawler to drop punches down on him. Lawler didn’t need to bother mounting, he just clubbed Rua from whatever distance he felt like until the stoppage, which came at least a dozen punches too late given Rua wasn’t making any real attempt to intelligently defend himself. Good fight. R3 2:04

Nick Diaz vs. Mike Aina. Aina claims to punch harder than Takanori Gomi, but Diaz didn’t take him seriously. Diaz, who’d been out of the ring for over half a year, fought the first round like a rusty fighter who didn’t know how he wanted to beat his opponent. He not only gave it away, but was taking some impressive technical combinations of strikes to the legs, body, and head. Diaz fought his fight once he figured out what that was, using his incredibly accurate constant barrage of light punches from the inside, throwing something hard only when the opening was absolutely there. Diaz had trouble taking Aina down though, and was knocked down by a right hand early in round two. Diaz wasn’t particularly hurt though, and was the aggressor in the second round. It took him until the final 30 seconds to get a takedown, and by that point Aina had cut him above the right eye with his formidable standup. Diaz arguably would have won the fight if he had more time, as he got reverse mount but didn’t have time to lock his neck. You could give this round to Aina for the knockdown, but Diaz controlled most of it, turning the fight after the knockdown. The third round clearly went to Diaz. This time he got the takedown with 1:40 left, but again couldn’t get the choke. Diaz had the arm bar locked at the bell, and was thinking Aina had submitted immediately, but no such luck. If Diaz had another 5 seconds he surely would have won the fight. This was a tough decision because, taken as a whole, Diaz clearly won the fight. However, he toyed with Aina early and Aina landed some powerful strikes while he had distance in addition to keeping it in his realm of standup for almost 13 minutes. In UFC, Aina wins because he’s the home fighter and he did a hell of a lot more than Michael Bisping. In PRIDE, Diaz clearly wins because you don’t score round by round. You could easily give Aina the first two rounds, though Diaz took over and debatably could have submitted Aina with more time, which could easily override a knockdown. Diaz is clearly the better fighter, but this was a disappointing performance and he was lucky to get the split decision. Good fight though.

Joe Villasenor vs. Riki Fukuda. Very close fight with every round being difficult to score. Fukuda was the better wrestler, but found taking Villasenor down difficult. One time when he did get a takedown Villasenor did a beautiful buck and roll reversal just as Fukuda was attempting to mount. Fukuda did fine in standup from the inside and clinch using Thai knees and dirty boxing, but lost most of the exchanges when Villasenor had distance. Villasenor did more damage, though he wasn’t controlling the fight and landed less often. Villasenor threw several high kicks that looked good, though Fukuda blocked them properly with his arms and hands. Fukuda showed an impressive chin taking some hard punches, but he was marked up while Villasenor was never hurt. Villasenor took the split decision in a good fight.

jlynch779@comcast.net
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JWP: 

3046 Comm 1988-89 1hr 15min

Boot 304 JWP Comms 1989

3047 3/30/90 Comm 45min

3048 11/90 Comm 37 min

Japan1814 6/12/92 Comm 

Japan 1815 7/9/92 comm

2926 1/15/93 Comm

Boot 1250 Comm 4/93-5/93

Boot 221 5/4 & 5/30/93 Comm 

Boot 222 6/20/93 Comm 

Boot 223 7/11/93 Comm 

Boot 265 7/23-24/93 Comm

Boot 248 12/18/93 TV t 12/12 

Boot 249 3/26/94 TV t 3/13 

Boot 302 5/14/94 HH 

Boot 303 5/26/94 HH

Boot 301 TV 7/23/94 T 7/10 

 Boot 340 9/10/94 TV t 8/21 

Boot 436 10/20/94 comm

Boot 382 11/94 TV t 11/6 

Boot 404 1/14/95 TV t 1/8 

Boot 405 2/18/95 TV t 1/22 

Japan 2205 3/12 & 5/5/95 Comm 

2401 3/14/95 Comm 

2402 3/16/95 Comm

Boot 438 3/18/95 HH

Boot 437 3/25/95 TV t 3/21 

Boot 484 5/19/95 TV t 5/14-16 

Boot 486 7/23/95 TV t 7/9 

Boot 526 8/19/95 TV t 8/10 

Boot 528 11/11/95 TV t 10/31 

Boot 537 12/16/95 TV t 12/9 

2780 12/24/95 Comm

Boot 552 1/27/96 TV t 1/7 

Boot 559 Cuty Suzuki Comm 45min

Boot 623 5/18/96 TV t 5/14 

Boot 638 7/20/96 TV t 7/7 

Boot 651 8/24/96 TV t 8/10 

Boot 686 11/30/96 TV t 11/23 

Boot 760 3/15/97 TV t 2/23 & 3/9 

Boot 871 8/23/97 TV t 8/17 

AJ Boot 207 4/16/93 Korakuen Carny show w/ Kobashi/Hansen

All 1991 JWP TV other than 11/2/91 show w/ Harley vs. Kansai

JWP 10/13/96 3hr version

JWP 6/16/95 Comm Part 2 only

NJPW on Eurosport, Vol 10- it has The Hellraisers v Scott Norton & Jim Neidhart (1992) 

Title: New Japan Samurai TV "WPW Complete" 

Date: June 18, 2006 (taped 5/3/06) it has brock vs giant bernard 

Toryumon Mexico Dragon Mania III (May 11, '08) it has Animal & Kensuke vs Damian 666 & Damian/el Terrible on it.

Japan 1902 2/18/01 OR 

Japan 2124 6/24/01 OR 

Japan 2200 7/31/01 OR 

Japan 2201 9/10/01 OR 

Japan 2202 9/26/01 OR 

Japan 2203 10/15/01 OR 

2321 12/9/01 OR 

2323 1/7/02 OR 

2399 2/23/02 OR 

2400 3/10/02 OR 

2593 5/19/02 OR 

2594 6/2/02 OR 1hr

2771 9/14/02 OR 1 1/4hr

2772 9/15/02 OR

2775 10/13/02 OR aft 1 1/4hr

2776 10/13/02 OR eve

2778 & 2779 11/3/02 OR

2993 2/11/03 OR

3327 OR 11/30/03 Haruyama/Tsubasa

3328 OR 12/7/03 Azumi/Haruyama

3992 JWP/NEO 3/14/05 4 vs 4

4195 JWP 6/3/06 t 5/28 Tsubasa/Toyota

4426 JWP/NEO 5/6/06 Azumi & Ran/Tamura & Miyazaki

4453 1/21/07 TV t 12/24/06 & 4/29/07 TV t 4/15

4602 9/10/07 TV t 8/26 Azumi/Kong

4695 12/9/07 TV Azumi/Yoneyama

JAPAN #5136   JWP COMM: BURNING SUMMER 2008   July 27, 2008 Tokyo   (1 1/2 hrs)   Q:ORIGINAL   *DVD* Ran/Tsubasa

JAPAN #5137   JWP COMM: SUMMER IMPACT!!   August 9, 2008 Tokyo   (2 hrs)   Q:ORIGINAL   *DVD*

JAPAN #5138   JWP COMM: PURE SLAM 2008   September 23, 2008 Tokyo   (2 hrs)   Q:ORIGINAL   *DVD* Haruyama/Hotta

3469 OZ 8/31/04 t 8/8 Iron Woman tourney

3648 NEO Comm 8/14/04 Momoe/Genki

3934 NEO OR 11/20/04 Tamura/Bloody

3936 NEO Comm 12/19/04 Tamura/Genki 60:00

3993 NEO OR 3/26/05 Tamura/Bloody

4023 NEO OR 3/27/05 Kyoko/Lioness, Tsubasa/Mita

4045 OZ 2/15/06 t 1/22 all good

4112 IBUKI Comm 2-4 

4113 Ibuki 5 & 6 1/29/06 & 3/19/06

4238 OZ 9/8/06 t 8/12 Oz/Kansai, OZ & Carlos/Kansai & Nagashima Wild Fight

4284 Manami Toyota 10/12/06

4310 OZ 11/25/06 t 11/17 Azumi & Tsubasa/Ran & Carlos, Chikayo & Uematsu/Satomura & Kato

4402 NEO Comm 9/17/06 Tamura/Chikayo

4461 NEO Comm 8/27/06 Toyota/Kyoko

4539 Oz 7/12/07 t 6/10 Nagashima/Kato, Amano/AKINO

4578 SUN 8/15/07 Nanae & Taiyo/Azumi & Haruyama

4580 NEO 2/18/07 Tamura/Hamada, Azumi & Satomura/Genki & Nanae

4605 SUN 10/10/07 t 9/22 Azumi & Leon vs. Nanae & Saki

4606 OZ 8/16/07 Plum Memorial comm

4615 NEO Comm 8/25/07 Tamura & Jaguar/Yoshida & Kimura

4637 Sendai 10/26/07 t 9/8 & 10/5 Azumi & Nakajima/Satumura & Okuda

4639 Ibuki 1 6/5/05 Yoshida & Fujii/Kimura & Kurihara

4640 Ibuki 13 & 14 3/18 & 5/5/07

4662 Nagayo Produce GAORA Devil 30th Anniversary 11/18/07 t 9/30

4693 Zero Sun 11/7/03 t 10/7 Azumi vs. Nanae

4696 Oz 12/15/07 t 11/23 Chikayo & Ran/Kato & Uematsu

JAPAN #5057   NEO COMM: WAY TO GO VOL. 1   November 24, 2008   Tokyo   (2 1/4 hrs) Tamura vs. Genki

JAPAN #5093   OZ ACADEMY on GAORA   December 13, 2008(Taped 11-3 Tokyo) Nagashima/Ran, AKINO/Oz, Toyota/Kato

JAPAN #5095   NAGAYO PRODUCE on GAORA   January 5, 2009(Taped 12-30 Tokyo) MARVELOUS NIGHT 5 - DEVIL MASAMI RETIREMENT  (3 hrs)  Q:ORIGINAL  *DVD*

JAPAN #5352   AYUMI KURIHARA PRODUCE COMM: STARTING OVER Tokyo   December 14, 2008    (2 1/4 hrs)

JAPAN #5387 YES WE CAN on SAMURAI TV   May 26, 2009(4-30 Tokyo)

AMANO/NAGASHIMA/KATO PRODUCE 

Tournament   Round 1

1. Kayoko Haruyama -vs- Toshie Uematsu.

2. Yoshiko Tamura -vs- Yuki Miyazaki.

3. Ran Yu-Yu -vs- AKINO.

4. Meiko Satomura -vs- Sonoko Kato.

5. Azumi Hyuga -vs- Keito.

6. Carlos Amano -vs- Tanny Mouse.

7. Chikayo Nagashima -vs- Tsubasa Kuragaki.

Round 2

8. Kayoko Haruyama -vs- Yoshiko Tamura.

9. Carlos Amano -vs- Azumi Hyuga.

Semi-Final

10. Chikayo Nagashima -vs- Carlos Amano.

FINAL

11. Meiko Satomura -vs- Chikayo Nagashima.

JAPAN #5528   OZ ACADEMY COMM   September 21, 2009   

Sapporo   (1 1/2 hrs)   *DVD*

1. Carlos Amano -vs- Megumi Yabushita.

2. Dynamite Kansai/Chikayo Nagashima -vs- AKINO/Tomoko Nakagawa.

3. Mayumi Ozaki -vs- Sonoko Kato.

4. Sonoko Kato/Megumi Yabushita/AKINO/Tomoka Nakagawa -vs- Mayumi

     Ozaki/Dynamite Kansai/Chikayo Nagashima/Carlos Amano.

5. Aja Kong -vs- Manami Toyoda.    *Oz Academy Openweight Title

JAPAN #5529   NEO COMM: STRONG HOLD IN JAPAN   Osaka

August 29, 2009   Q:ORIGINAL   (2 hrs)   *DVD*

1. Aya Yuki -vs- Yukari Ishino.

2. Tomoka Nakagawa -vs- Makoto.

3. Yuki Miyazaki/Tanny Mouse -vs- Chou-un Shiryu/Small Giant Baba.

4. Kyoko Inoue/Hiroyo Matsumoto -vs- Nanae Takahashi/Kana.

     *NEO Tag Title.

5. Yoshiko Tamura/Io Shirai -vs- Azumi Hyuga/Mio Shirai.

6. Natsuki*Taiyo -vs- Fuka.    *NEO High Speed Title

7. Mima Shimoda/Etsuko Mita -vs- Kyoko Kimura/Atsuko Emoto.

      *Cage Death Match.

JAPAN #5584   NEO COMM: STAND OUT 2009/ETSUKO MITA FINAL

November 1, 2009   Tokyo   Q:ORIGINAL   (2 hrs)   *DVD*

1. Aya Yuki -vs- Kazumi Shimouma.

2. Tanny Mouse/Emi Sakura -vs- Mio Shirai/Hikaru Shioda.

3. Natsuki*Taiyo/Passion Ray -vs- Io Shirai/Tsukasa Fujimoto.

4. Yoshiko Tamura -vs- Kana.

5. Kyoko Kimura/Atsuko Emoto/Tomoka Nakagawa -vs- Yuki Miyazaki/

    Fuka/Ayumi Kurihara.

6. Etsuko Mita -vs- Makoto.    *Mita Retirement Match

7. Kyoko Inoue/Nanae Takahashi -vs- Etsuko Mita/Mima Shimoda.

      *Las Cachorras Final.  Mita's Retirement Ceremony follows....

NEW JAPAN CLASSICS #137   NJ LEGENDS on SAMURAI TV

May-June 2009   Q:ORIGINAL   (2 hrs)   *DVD*

May 25   NJ LEGENDS #5: SUPER JRS (Part 1)

1. Shiro Koshinaka -vs- Hiro Hase.   (2-7-88)   TOSJ Tournament Final

2. Norio Honaga -vs- Jushin Liger.   (4-30-91)   TOSJ II Final

3. Jushin Liger -vs- El Samurai.   (4-30-92)   TOSJ III Final

June 22   NJ LEGENDS #6: SUPER JRS (Part 2)

4. Jushin Liger -vs- Super Delfin.   (6-13-94)   BOSJ Final

5. Black Tiger(E.Guerrero) -vs- Jushin Liger.   (6-12-96)   BOSJ III Final

AJ Classics 128 Tsuruta/Robinson Special 4/7/03

AJ Classics 130 Tsuruta Special 6/3/03

AJ Classics 151 Steamboat Special 8/16/04

